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WISE MASTERS of ROME, 


C 


ere beeinnech the HISTORY of the ſeven 


Containitig thany Pleaſant arid Witty Nartations, very de- 
. 5 ghtfull to the READER. 1 x 
The Entrance into the Moral, which (according to things of 

Comic Fleaſine) property begins 'with a Funeral, 


Ometime in the City of Rome, there Was a famuus Emperor, 
named Pom e., a Man, of great, Wildoin, He took to 
his Wife a Kings Daughter, that was very fair, Amiable to all 
People, gracious, and to her Husband right dear: the conceiv- 
2d by him, and was delivered of a Son, named Diocleſian. The 
Mbild grew apace, and of all people was beloved: And when 
Ne was uf the Aye of ſeven Years, his Mott er the Empreſs fal- 
ing lick, and feeling lier ſelf that ſhe might not live, ſeut after 
her Lord the Emperor (being rode furth vn progreſs) a Meſſen- 
jy ot: he ſhould return without tarrying, if ever he would 
ee her alive. Lin ere 8 
And when he was come, ſhe ſaid unto him, Oh my dear Lord, 
pf this infinity I may not eſcape, wherefore che Natural and 
ender love and care that is in me towards you and your Son, 
makes a Sute to you before my Death. He anſwered. deſire what 
you will, for 1 ſhall not deny you any thing. Then ſaid the, Ai> 
Fer my death you ſhall take anotheer wite, as is moſt con v enichtg 
wherefore I inſtantly beleech you, that ſhe: over my Son have, 
no power nor governance, but that he be kept and Nowriſhed 
far trom her, and that he may be Trained up in Learning and 
$ WV i{fdom, . The Emperor then anſwared;; My molt dear Wife 
your petition in all things thall be fulfilled and pertormed,” Thea 
turned the Empreſs and gave up the Ghoſt. Many days after 
the Einpercy bewailed and mouned her death: aud long tter 
her burying, he ſhewed his heavineſs and forrow, and would 
in no wile be merry, or, joy fun. HED 
How Im _— and delivered bis Son to the 
„ Deven Wiſe Maſters, to be inſtrudted in Lear ie. 
IJ Pou a time as the Emperor 10 in his bed; he berligught hint 
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ha Prin d oe Fr weight 
hat a. worthy Pringe taking upon him ſo a weig!l 
charge, as the e a Kingdom, on firſt - Jeatn 
de his own Govemour, and to maſter his own affections. So th” 
when he was early riſen up from his bed, he cauſed- to he c 
the Lords of his Council before him, and of them took adm 
what were beſt therein to be done. And they anſwered, Lord, "TP 
Rome are ſeven Wiſe Maſters, who live in great fame far thy 20 
excellency in Arts, grave counſel, and inſtruction : let them. 7 
ſent for, and deliver them your Son to be foſtered and inftrudy F 
im learning. The Emperor underſtanding that, ſent his Let Thi 
made powerful by his on Seal, to the ſeven wiſe Maſters, t ike 1 
they incontinentiy ſhould come to him without delay. Mi al. 
they anone came before the Emperor, and he demanded of thay Th 

If they knew wherefore that he had ſent for them: They AI; 
wered, The . cauſe is as your will intendeth : we Know 
but if it pleaſe ycu to ſhew us your mind and intent, we 
ready to fulfill it tothe utmoſt of our power. To whom & 
noble Emperor ſaid, 1 have but one Son, the which 1 ſhal M 
Aver unto you, tv inform in all good ways of Learuing 4 
Vertue, ſo that by your Doctrine and Wildom, he may « 
'wiſely guide aud govern the Empire after my deceaſe. 
The Maſter, named Pantillat, ſaid, Lord, deliver to 
your Son, and I mall teach him as much cunning within 
years as I and all my fellows can. che E 
Then ſpake the ſecond Maſter, name Lentulus: Sir, of Id his 
time I have ſerved you, ahd hitherto I have had no manneiſhe v 
reward, I demand nothing elſe of you, bui that you deliver,,. 
your Sou to keep and govern, and I ſhall make lum as W-once 
Within fix years, as 1 and all my Fellows be. Lari 
The third Maſter named Craton, ſaid: My Lord, many tis ieate 
have been with you upon the Sea in perril of my life, and of Nof gc 
have I had uo manner of reward: if that I might for my recompeint 
now obtain that youu will vouchafe to commit your Son under times 
Rule and Governance, I ſhould inform hin as much within His B 

years, if his wit will thereto attain, as I and my fellows can. 
--Then ſtocd up the fourth Maſter, named Malquidrack, who 
right lean of body and ſaid:My Lord, call to your remembrance by. 
' that Laud all my ptedeceſlots have ferved Emperors, & have rece 
end no manner of reward: Wheretore | ſhall ask no other thi 
that you will deliver me your Son to inform and teach, and 00 
/ make him tg take as much Science and Wiſdom within four co 
F N | 1 ' ' : Va Y e 
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8. The Seven Wiſe Maſferr. . 
is 1 and all my fellows have learned in all 6ur lives, | . 
Fhen ſpake the fifth Maſter, that was named Foſephuz, Lord, 
am old, and many times I am called ro your counſel, aud you 
now that my counſel hath availed and profired you, and fo 1tke- 
Swiſe may it do hereafter: yet notwithſtanding I deſire no more, bur 
at you will deliver me your Son, and I ſhall Inſtruct and inform 
bim in as much cunning and Science, that he within three yearf 
hall profit in Wir as much as I and all my fellows have. 
Then came forth the ſixth Maſter, named Cleo has, wio ſaid 
Bike to rhe other, promiſing him to karn and inform the child 
In all their cunning in two years, | 
AY The ſeventh Maſter roſe up and ſaid, who alſo deſired the 
Whild , and promiſed to learn him within one year, the Sciences 
nd Wifdoms of them all. | CLANS 
| When all this was done, the Emperor ſaid; My truſty ftiends; 
am very much bound to thank you all and every one of you 
vt that you have ſo earneſtly With attention defired to foſter & 
aſtruct my Son. If I thould now cominitt him to one and nut 
Wo another, thereon would enſue much diſſemiott #nd yawance 
{ os. Therefore to you all, and every of yuu, 1 commit 
ny Son to be noumiſhed and taught. The Maſters hearing this, 
prefling both their greatneſs of. joy, and forwardnels in Will to 
che Emperor, all witli one harmony of conſent took and recru- 
ed his Shar ana led him towards the Court of Rom. Uyow 
Ahe way ſpake Craton to his ſellows: If we this child monk 
Teach within tlie City of Rome, there is fo great rclurt ant 
oncouiſe of People, that it would hinder and let him in li 
, Learning : I kuow a fair place from Rome ſome two miles, rig? 
\Wlaſant and delectable, there let us make a four ſi uare chamber 
Hof ſtone, and put him therein: and upon the Walls theteto, ter us 
Fpaiur and write the feven Liberal Arts, ſo chat the cluld at all 
times, may fee and behpld his Doctrine therein as well as iff 
Anis Book: and this advice and counſel} pleaſed them all, and 
was done accordingly in every point. The Maſters dilizently 
very day during ſeven Years, taught and inſtiu ted rhe child: 
wand determined amongſt themſelves, and ſaid, it is good rhat 
Awe examine cur Diſciple, to fee ro what pertection our pains 
i bath arrived at, and to what ſtrength and gruwrh his vertue & 
| | 


ö 


kn6wledge is come to: and they all wiſely and religiouity ac- 
coidett ro that counſel, Then ſaid Maſter Pantillas, How ſhall 
e prove him? Craton ſaid, let every one of us as he ſlecpeth 

pur 


7. ec The Seven Wiſe Maſters. 
gut under every corner of his bed an Olive-leaf, and then 
thall knew if he perceived or felt auy thing or ant. This da Ei 
he awaking, greatly marvelled. aud lifted up his eyes towards 
roof ↄf the Chamber frequently: The Maſters ſeeing that, ſaid whey hs 
fore liſt you up your eyes {0 tharply ? he anſwered, It is no ma 
for in my ſleep | fa the uppermaſt part of the Chamber inclir 
towards the Earth, or Elle under me it was lifted up. The Mafte 
heating this, ſaid amongſt theinſelves, If this child may live, 
| Hall be a man of great cunuug and fame | 

1 How the Emperor by the Counſel of the great Princes, fee 
and Lords of hit Empire wedded another Wife, uf 
v Princes and great Lords of the Empire in the mean tial 
came to the Emperor and ſaid, My Lord, ye have only Me 
one Son, it is poſſible that he might happen to die, & theteſore 
were prolitable that you would wed another Wife, that therel 

your joys and hopes might be bleſt with far more certainty 
aſſured happineſs in your racr and iſlue, to the intent that the Er 


er 
in 

Wt 

1 of Rome be not left without an heir. Moreover ye are & 
| / 
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mighty, that if it ſhould Lappen you to get many children: 
may promote and advance them all to great dignities and Lo 
ſhips, Whercunto anſwered tue Emperor, Is it your Counſel t 
I thal take another Wife: Then ſeek me one that is graciod © 
a pure Virgin, fair and gentle born, and then I mal follof ©! 
your Connlel and advice. They went and ſought and ſeaicl 
3 out many Kingdoms and Countries, and at the laſt they four iþ 
tie Kings Daughter of Caſizle, thar was right fair aud beaurifþ?9 
and her they gave the Emperor to Wife, who behaved her ſe 
Þ well, that auou he was ſo geratly taken with her love, that . 
orgat all the heav ineſs and ſorrow of heart, that he had t- 
* the Death of nis firſt Wife. Aud when they lad lived loi 
ogetiier Without Children, and the Empreſs aw well that! 

might not conceiv2,then when ſhe heard that the Emperor had a ft 
with the ſeven Wite Maſters to be toſtyzed and raught, to tf 
great and profit of the Empire, he thought in her (elf, aq ® 
wiſhed his Death, And from that hour forth, the imagined hof E. 
might couſpire his deftruction, It happened on a rught a» uf Y 
Emperor lay in his bed, he {aid to the Empreſs, My moit dear 
beſt beloved Wife, I ſhall now ſhow and open to you the ſecre 
of my heart: for under the Sun there is no creature that 1 lo 

o well as you, and therefore truſt, in my love. | 
Then ſaid the jau Ewpreſs, if it be ſo as you ſay, Itequire 
, , . | 7 a ye L 


The Seven Wiſe Makers. "i 
en you one little boon or Petition. Deſire what you will, ſaid the 
d Emperor, and all that to me is poſſible, I ſhall fulfill and give 
rds i it to you. Then ſaid the Empreſs, My dear Lord, you know I 
have no child by you yet conceived, for which I am ſore penſive 
maryland heavy: but Fame that never conceals it ſelf long to true joy, 
iclind hath delivered this happy truth to ine, that ye have ene Son anly, 
Haftel the & is fer to the ſeven Wiſe Maſters to be taught and governed 
and him hold Land reputes tor mine an Son: wherefore ec 
you that ye will ſend for him, that 1 may fee him, and have 
conſolatiou of his preſence, as though he were mine own, Here» 
| anſwered the Emperor: Ir is ſtxteen years paſt fince that 
inf ſaw him: your will ſhall be fulfilled. Iucontiuent F Emperor 
ent unto the Seven Wiſe Maſters a Letter, ſcaled with his ſe- 
eret Sign, that upon pain of death tHty ſhould briug his Son 
In the Feaſt of Pentecoſt following. 
How the ſeven Wiſe Maſters after the ght of the Emperors letters 
would firft obſerve the Courſe & Divine foreſhewings of the Fruamem 
& Planets whether it were good to gbey his Commandment, or st. 
ND as the Mafters had read the Letter, and had underſtood 
the willof the Emperor, in the night time they went, and 
Leheld the Stats in the Firmament, whether it would be expetli- 
iail ent to take their journey with the Child after the Einperors wi 
or not. And they ſaw clearly in the Stars, that if they abu 
lead the child in that time alli gned; at the firſt ward he ſhufld 
| bende he ſhould die an evil dearly; Wherefore they were „ 
id ſorry: and as they beheld anothet Star, they ſaw, that if they 
deli vered not the child at the day afyrefaid, tuey ſhould lofe their 
heads. Then laid obe of them, of two evils the leaſt is to 1 
14 choſen : it is better that all we die, then that the child thou! 
{loſe his life: therefore that we may fave the childs li, let 1 
go to the Emperor. And as they were thus ſorrowtul, rhe chi 
eme down from his chainber ; and ſeeing his Maſters ſo lien vy, 
he demanded them the caule of their heavineſs, whereupon they 
| anſwered, Sir, we havereceived your Fathers Letters that upon 
pain of dearh now iu tis high fcaft of Fentecoſt we ſhould lead 
yuu to your Countrey, whereupon we have benolden the firma- 
ment, wherein we clearly fee and find, that if we withiu the 
time before prefixed, preieut you to your Father, at the firf 
word that ye ſnal pronounce out of your mouth, ye ſhal be n0'$ 
moſt vileſt death coudemned, Then laid the child, I muſt alſs 
behold the Firmament with the Stars, and fo he CLOS 


, 1 


nk ra Sw Fe We, Þ_ 
clenin 4 Httle Star, that if he could abſtain from ſpeaking ſeyghcli 
tys, He ſhowld be preſerved and (ave his life, And after Je 2 re 
this, he called the Maſters and ſhewed them the Star, & ſaſd hero 
Benold my dear Maſters, I ſee perfectly in the Stat, that if f wi 
goſtain my ſelf by 4 ſpace or ſeven days, I ſhal ſave my life. Mook 
ire wow ſeven Maſteis, the Wiſcſt of all the World, it is an eaſ 
thing for you that every of you for me one day to anſwer, anne 
witlr your wiſc anſwer every of you his day, my life may ſave; 
Keep: and in the eight day ſhall ſpeak of my feli, aud (ave my li 
and all you from perril, As 5 Maſters had beholden 5 cerrtai 
Star, they yidged with themſelves that the child had ſaid trut 
1 Nas, Almighty God be thanked, that the Wiſdom & cunniq la 
g our Diſciple exceedeth us all. Then ſaid tlie firſt Maſte 
antillas, Loid I ſhall ſpeak for you the and ſave your li 
—— 4 Lentulus the lecond Maſter ſaid, I thall for you the Secont 
! anſwer: & ſo conſequently every of them promiſed. -u 
an{wer for himſelf his day. And this ſaid, they Clothed x 
Child in puiple, and leapt on Horſeback with a fair compaiy 
and haſted them with the Child to the Emperor. N 
Ho the Emperor rod to meet his Son coming from Study 
wil much joy, Solemnity, and Triumph. 
. Henthe Emperor perceived that his Sou was coming upc 
; the way, he rod with great joy to meet him. The Maſte 
underſtanding the coming of the Emperor, ſaid unto the Child he 
is beſt that he depart, that inthe mean while he may provide] D. 
how we may fave your life, The child (aid, It pleaſerh me we 
that you do ſo, but have minde of me in tiuie of my neceſlityy to 
0 they took leave and departed towards the City, and the child ſh 
eame after accompanied moſt hunowably. And as. he and ha} m 
Father the Emperor met, for joy and gladneſs he took his Sogf cc 
about the neck and killed him, aud ſaid, My dear Son. now is my} yt 
I compleat, beholding in thee, the Treaſure ot my lifes comfo p 
How is i with you? It is long fince, that I law you. He bowe 
gown his head and anſwered nothing: The Father had great 
wonder why that he ſpake not and thought in himſelf that his 
Maſters had informed him ſo, that he riding thould not ſpeak, 
And when they were come into the Palace, and were deſcended 
— their Holes, the Father took his Son by the hand, aud led 
im unto the hall, and ſet him next him, & beneld him, & ſaid 
Tell me now how it is with your Maſters: How have they iu 
Kaxied you theſe many years paſt fince I ſaw you? But he 
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| [evahclined down his head and ſpake not: The Father faid, av 
ne (peak ye not to me? When the Euiptels hewd that the Em- 
& laidherors Son was come, ſhe was right joyous aud glad, — 
t it will go fee him. She apparrelled her telf with lich attite, 
Mook wich her two of her Gentle women, and went there as the 
ea Emperor was ſitting with his Son, and fat her down by the child 
r, anfand ſhe ſaid to the Emperor, is this your Sun that hath bern nouriſh= 
re aud with the ſeven Wiſe Maſters; And he ſaid, ic is my Sou, bur he 
1 lifipeakethaiot. She ſaid deliver to me your Son, and it ever he lpeak 
ertail ſhall make him ro ſpeak, Then laid the Emperor, RKile, and 
trutwith her. The Son did reverence to his Father, as though 
1ninfad, I am ready to accompliſh your Will, & to vent with her. 
laſte How the Empreſs led Dioclefian the Emperors S w th her into her 
r Iii chamber, for. to make good cheer with him, the which he withſtood, * 
condqHE Empreſs led him with her into! her Chambet, aud com- 
d 16 T manded all other to avoid, and ſet him by her afore her bed- 
th ſide, and ſaid; O my beſt beloved Diocleſiau, l have heard much 
of your perſon and Beauty: but now [ ain glad that I may ſes 
- \Fthat with mine eyes, which my heart coveteth aud loveth: for 
I have cauſed your Father to Eng for you that 1 might have 
ſolace and jay of your perſon - wherefore right h- artily I give you 
knowledge, Thar 1 for your love uuto this day, have kept my 
Virginity : ſpeak to me therefore, and let us go to bed rogether; but 
ld] he gave her no anſwer, She ſeeing that, laid to lum, O goed 
ide Diolefran, which haſt the halfof my Scul, why peak ye uot tio me 
or at leaſt ſhow me ſoine token of love, Wat mall I do: 
to me: I ain ready to fulfill and perform your will. And when 
i ſhe had thus ſaid, ſhe imbraced him, aud would have kiſſed his 
mouth: bur he turned his Viſage from her, aud in no wiſe would 
oa} conſeur, Then (aid the again unto him, O Son, wherefore do 
my ye thus with, me: let us lleep together, aud then ſhall ye well 
d ED that for your love I lave kept my V ip ginitie: bur he turned 
is Viſage agaiu from he. She ſeciug tiat ot her he wasaihamed, 
eat} ſhewing unto him hes naked Body aud Brcaſts, and ſaid, behold 
his} my Son, what Body I have, it is at your will, a {ſervant 
ik} and Subject to your Delight aud Pleatuic: give me your conſent, 
ed} or elle it ſhall be ard for ine ta depart hierice w my right mind 
ed] He neither ſhewed her any manner of love. but as much as he 
id} could, withdrew himſelt from her. When the (aw that, ſhe ſaid 
O my ſweet Son, it it pleale you not to conſent unto me 
ne ſpeak, perhaps for ſome traſonable caule: lo, here is n 
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10 The Seven Wiſe Mert. | 
ad. Paper, then write your will, whetizax [ mey at any time b Hud 
' Af ff in your love 97 not: The child wrote as herea fuer 
| . ee O Lady, Gud forbid that I ſhould dete my Fat pit 
| »Orghaid : for I wor nor what Fntit I ſhould have of it. 1kkno@rne 
el] one thing, $T mould ſin greatly in 5 fight of God, & 2 wit 

run inthe wmalediction of my Father, and therefore from era for 
4Harth, | pray you, to provoke & ſtir me no more thereto. Wag ho 
ſhe had ſcen and read the writing, ſhe rare it with her teeth, au f gif 
tent her Cloaths to her Navel, and alſo ſcratched her Viſag.® yet 


until! it was all bloody, and caſt from her all the Ornamciͤi ine 


ot her Head & cryed out with a loud voice, come hither my Lora rh 
and help me, left tliat this rude and evil body ſhame and ravith ud pe 
How the Emjneſs complained to the Emperor of the = 

me done unto her by his Son, "Tt 


4 
— Emperor being in the Hall, and —_— the noice and c 
* of the Emprels, he haſtily ran toward her Chamber, wit: 
| many of his Knights, and other of his ſer vants following hin, t 
| le what was the matter. Then began the Ewprefſs to cry, as 
{peak to the Emperor in this wite: O my Lord leve pity a 
compaſſion upon me: behold this young wan is not your 80:4 
tut the fouleft for 1italdry and a-tions of Luxury, that ever {1:4 
and heat pur ſcrengtii into; for as you know well, I led him a. 
brought him with me into my chamber, & would have exhortes 
and cauſed him to have ſpoken, I have doue as much therefor: 
a I can or may: and whilfh 1 with my words exhorted 4. 
moved him to have ſpoken he hath endeavoured hunfeif with we? 
to have ſinned: aud becauſe I would not with him conſent, b, 
wath{itood-as much as I might to fly the ſſame he hath made n. 
Vilage all blocdy, and hath alſo rorn my Veſture & Ornamen: 
off my head, as you may op-nly ce: and if you had nor (v4: 
coine unto my calling, he had ended in me his moſt foul & wick: 
appetit. When the — law and heard this (filled wn 
great malics and woodnels) he commanded his Servants tu. 
they would lead him to the Gallows and hang him. And wh | 
the Lords heard thereof, they ſaid, Lord, you have no more d 
Sou only, it is not good that ye thus a gut him ro deat}. 
Ihe Law is ordaincd tor tranſgreſſours and mil dows, And 
it be {© that he muſt die, let him by the Law die, leſt it be (ai: 
that the Emperor in his great fury and wrath, without Law an | 
Juſtice hath put his only Son to death. As the Emperor heal 
| Vis, he commanded him to be put in prilen, untill the Fade tha. 
01 4 «iq wdgue N 
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The Seven Wiſe Masters. 7 . 
hae FE Was given againſt tim. And when the Emp eliut- 
att SD the child was unt put to death, ſut ctyed K Web 
the birrerly; and would rake no reſt. When the nig hi wis* cork, 
NY rne Emperor entred into his clainber to go to bed, and found his 
Vie weeping and ſorrow ing: to whom he faid, O my deu Lig, 
ca fot what eau e ate ye ſorrowful? She anſwered, know you ng, 
J how that your aceutſed Son hath done me {9 mucn ame, aud fo 
UF giſhonord you, that yo commanded Win to bY hinge, * 
lag. yer he liveth, and your word is not perturimed, ncitlier is my 
cy in ame tc venged, To morrow ſaid the Enpctor, he hall dy by 
the Law, Thea faid ſhe, mal he fo long live? then miglit it hap- 
pen to you as it did to à burgels of Rome, of whom au exampte i 
mentiohed. The Empetor (aid, I pray you thow me this uap.e 
Tuat ſhall I du gladlie, laid the Eimpreſs. 
e The , Exampie of the Fmrreſs, 
the City of Rowe was 2 Burgels, the wiich had 2 far 
Garden, wherein he had ftanding a noble Tree, rhe wil 
every year brought forth fruit of good vere: for wit oev cr a 
4 tliat were ſick of any maimer of ticknels or lepivlicy ks 
* ſhould ſyn be whole and receive his fight, 
l happened upon day 45 the Burgels wear into his garden 
to viſm and ſee the Tree, he elpy:d under the Tree a tair young 
Imp, and called ro him the garduct & (aid, wry friend, of this young 
4 Imp T give the: charge, for 1 truſt of that tv plant a better Tree 
than this is, The Gardner id, I hall ir gladly d. Another 
tine the Burgeſs came again into his garden to vitit the young 
plant, and it appeared unto him, that it arew not (1 much as IC 
'J theuld do, and he ſaid ro the Gardner, Hove may this be:? And 
ny he ſaid, it is no wonder, for this gteat Tree hath o great arms 
and branches, that the air may avt cume to the root of F young 
Ire. Tneu ſaid rhe Burgeſs, Cut and hew off the arms 254 the 
3 duughs, tat tue ait may come therero, The Gardier gi as he 
as commanded, The Burgeſs came again another time ty les 
the young plant, and tnouglſit that it never grew the bettet, and 
' * aid to the Gardner, What is it that letteth this plant to g 
now? And then he laid, I ſuppoſe the hight of the 01d Trac at- 
tern the Sun, that rhe Rain may not come thereto, aud ther*tore 
it cannot grow, Then ſaid the Maſter unto him, Hew down 
tlut tree to the ground, for I hope of rhis plant to haue 2 Mer 
than ever that Was. The Gardner hearing his Maſter, obeyed 
him, and hewed down the tree: and as (oon as this Was * 
7 F | r 


12 Die Kren Wiſe Matters. She 
tne young plant all wholly periſhed, & came to ht, whereof ſha 
came great hatin: for when ihe poor and lick people perceived Nec 
that the Tree was deſtroyed, they curled all them that were coun- Wa 11 
fellors and helpers theieto by the which they oftentimes were hel. 70 
ed, and curcd of theit inſumitics and malladies, Then ſaid the ou 
Empieſs to her Lord, underſtand ye lat I have ſaid? He anſ. the 
weed, Yea, Right well: then ſaid, the, I will declare to you © 
the mcatiing ut that which I have ſaid, pa 
MD. 7 T he Decleratzon of the Exam le. ab 
THis Tree my Lord, betokeneth your moſt noble perſon, how |, Tt 
that with your couiiſzl and help, many pour and ek folks © 1 
are greatly holpen and comforted : and the young Imp which is be 
grown under th.e great tree, is youve accuſed Son, that wow by 8 
cunmng beginnerh to grow, and ſtudieth fuſt how he may cur WE 
oft the ans, and boughs, of your might, and how to win him © 
tie Land aud favour of the people: yea, and more unnaturally 2” Y 
imagineth to deſtroy your perſon, that he may hiwſelf reigu: + 8 
| bur What ſhall then enſue thereot All poot and freble people © 
ſhall cuife them, who might have deſtroyed your fon, and have 5 A 
not done it: Therefore f counſell you, whilſt you are in your 4 
powet aud living, that ye deſtiny hiun, leſt that the cu.ſe ot the f 
people fall upon you. Thea (aid the Euperer, ye have given 
ne good counſel ;' to mottow I thall condemn him to the Vileſt © 
death that can Le thought uon. When the day was come, the 
Emperor went and fat in Judgment, aud commanded his Ser- 
vants that they ſhould lead his Son to be hanged with trumpets ©: 
2 28 of 82 And as the Emprton Son — led 
thiou e City, the common le began to werp and cry, 
F { **Ag the only Son of the 1 led towards his Deatix & 1 
therewithall came Paxtillas tlie fuſt Maſter riding upon a boiſe. 
When the child ſaw him, he bowed his head to him, as though 
he ſaid, have mind upon ine when you come before my Father, | 
fee how I am led towards the Gallows, Then the Maſter ſaid _ ' 
to the Servants, make no haſte, for I hope by the Grace of God 
this day to deliver him from Death. Then aid all the People, O 
od Maſter, haſte you to the Palace, and ſave your Diſciple. He 
De the Hurle with his Spurs till he came to tne palace, & kuerl- 
ed to the Emperor, and did him geverence: To whom the En- 
perve ſaid, It thall never be to thy good, who an{wered, 1 have 
cterved a bettei tewaid. The Eat laid, Thou lyeſt, tor 1 1 
have dellveted Fm to thee in all things well mannered, and * | 
| e 
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Ine is brought home dumb, and hath ſought to work his willto 5 
of Shane of iy venuous Einpreſs, and to the diſhonour of his Fathers 
<4 ded for ever, theretote this day he thall die: and ye (ball all de 
In- a ſhainefull Death, Then ſaid the Maſter, Lord ſotasameh as 
A. you ſon { h not, the cauſe thereof God knoweth, & with- 
he out caule it is not, as ye ſhall underſtand: and where vou ſay, 
if. that he would have committed thi; tin of inforcem-nt on your 
ou Empreſs, 1 ſhall ſay to you of a Truth, He hath ber in our Com- 
pany oy the ſpace of ſixteen years, & we never could perceive ſuch 
"abuſe by him. And therefore, my dear Lord, I ſhall He you on* 

we | Thing, that if ye put our Son ro th for the words of your wile, 
ks p it ſhall happen to you worle than to a Knight, which Killed his 
is beſt Gray Hound through the words of his Wife, which ſaved his 
by Son trom Death, Then (aid the Emperor to the Maſter, tell me © 
ur © Example. The Mafter ſaid, Lord, that ſha!l I nor do, for store | 


ur again, and inthe man time he ſet him iu priſon white me Matter 

he fimüſhed hus tale, and then he began in this manner toll mms, 

en © The Karat of the firit Maſtcy, 

Nt XL Here was valiant Knight which had one only Son 1% youre 
he 1 have, the wich he loved ſo much, thut he ordained ror wh 
. 2 helpers three nowrith:rs. The firſt hond give him fink, e tn 
is 15 him. The ſccond ſhould waſh him, and keeps him cen: Ant 
ed © the third ſhould bring him to his een and ref. The Kian: 
ry, N allo a Gray hound and a Falcon, vic! e alles loved 11,4 | 
& 1 The Gray hound wasfo god, that e never un at any gun, et 
ſe. be took it. and held it till his Matter came. And it en Mater 
gu. diſyoled him io go unto any Battel, if h- ent et he th nc 
Ar anone as he thowuid mount upon is horte, the oy „and womb, 
id dae the Hoiſe rail in nis mouth, an! draw bark and, ant win 
od  allucry and owl marvellonily lowd. By then ne ant & 
Q - Obſervation therevt, the Knight did alwiy: windertl nd than (1 
He _ journey ſhouid have very ill fucceſs, Tue Faicon wr fo gone w 
l- nadie, that he was never caſt off to nis prey bun e t e . 
m- , The fame Knight had much pleaſure in Jultic ant Tourney, 
4 ſo that upon a time under his Caſt e lie produit a fm, 

do the which came many great Lords and Kiights. Vis Ka 
eLired 


I Tze Seven Wife Maſters, tl. 
| x.) into the Taunney, and his Lady went with her Maiden 
ig les ez and as they went out, after went the nowriſhers, aul 
Ws Child ying alone there in the Cradle, in the Hall: whe 

the, (M hound lay near the wall, & the Hawk or Falcon auding 
on a peich. Inthas Hall there was a Serpent. Jurking, or bid ink 

' hole, ic all them of the Caſtle unknown, the which when heft hat 
| ived that they were all abſent, he put his head out of his bye 
hen heſaw none but the Child lying in the Cradle, he went oꝶ very 
k his hole, towards the Cradle, tor to have {lain F-Child. The nob welt 
Falcon perceiving that, and he beholding the Gray hound that waund t 
fleeping made ſuch a noiſe, and ruſtiing with her wings, preſeutiy vfl t 
that the Grayhound awoke, and role up, and when heſawithey ch 
Serpent nigh the child, anone againſt hium he leapt, and they bothI\ain 
ſquight ſo long toget het, umill that the ſerpent had grievouily lum had 
and worinded the Gray hound, that he bled ſo ſoie, tharthe-earthgreat 
abgut the Cradle was all bloody. The Gray hound when that 
felt himſelf grievouſly wounded aud hurt, ſtart fiercely upon th 


r 
ne becaule that the Cradle had four pomels like feet, falli 
towards the Eartli, they ſaved the childs lite, & his Viſage ſro 
any hurt: what can be more expreſt to make good the wonder if 
the preſervation of the Child? Incontinently hereatter, w g 
pain the Gray hound overcame and flew rhe Serpent, and laid ttm}! 
down again in his place, and licked his wounds. And anon aft 
as the Juſts and Tourney was done, the Nowriſhers came fut put 
into the Caſtle, and as they ſaw the Cradle turned F up fide dow t y0 
upon the earth, compaſſed round about with blood: and that the pon 
— hound was allo bloody, they thought and ſaid mong them- Th 
ſelves, that the Gray hound has {lain the child: and were not fo 
Wiie as to turn ip the Cradle again & the Child, for to have leen 
What was theieof befallen. But they ſaid let us iun away, leſt 
that our Maſter ſhould put or Jay the blame upon us, and lo lay 
us. As they were thus running away, they met the Knigits wits, © 
and ſhe {ail unto them, Wherefore make ye this ſoriow, & whe- 
ther willye run? Then {aid they, O Lady, wo and ſorrow be to 
us, and to you, Why ſaid ſhe, what is there haphed? thow me, F A. 
The Gray hound, they ſaid, that our Lord and Niaiter loved ſo wel, ay 
hath, devoured and flain eu and lyeth by the wall all fall 
of blood. As the Lady heard this, ſhe preſently fell to whe earth, f 
and began to weep and cry pitcouuly, & laid, alace; O my — P. 4 
2 ny 
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ad | The Seven Wiſe Myſtere, © ry 
8. n, ate ye thus ſlam and dead t What ſhall T now do, hat T 
have mine culy Son thus loſt? Wherewithal came in the Rialit 
rom the Touiney; Leholding his Lady thus crying and waking 
Tonow, he demanded of her Wheteſore the made ſo great ſorrow 
and lamentation ? She aufwered him, O my Lord the Gray hound 
hat you have loved ſo much, hath flain your Gly Son, and 
Wyeth by the wall fatiated & F blood; of the Cluld : The Rright 
weivery exceeding angry, went into the Hall, and the Gray hound? 
ble welt to meet him, and did fawn upon him, as he was wont to do 
und the Knight drew out his Sword and with one ſtroke ſinote 
tyÞfi the Gray hounds head, and then he went to the Cradle, Where 
dec child lay, and tuund his Son al whole, and vy F Cradle ſetpent 
Main: and then by diverſe ſigns, ke perceived that the Gray hAund 
unhad killed the ſerpent for the defence of the Child. Then with 
thipicat ſerow and weeping he tate his hair, and 111d, wo be to 
ie, t hat for the words of wy Wite, 1 have laiu my good and” 
ſt Gray hound, the which hath ſaved my Childs lite, & hark 
in the Serpent: therefore I will put my felt to penran:e: and fe” 
e brake his Sword in three pieces and went rowards the Holy 
nd and abode there all the days of his Life. Then ſaid the 
laſter to the Emperor, Lord underſtand ye what I have Lid: 
nd he anſwered and faid, Right well. The Maſter (aid, if 
ou do put your ſon to death for the words of your Wie, jt all 
iappen to you worle then it did tothe Knight tor his Gray Iwymd. 
he Emperor laid, Ye have ſhewed tne a [aj example, and with- 
ut doubt this day my Son thall not dice. Then laid the Maſter, 


vaſt you do fe, you do witely, and I thank you, that you have 
he How [pared lum this day ivr my fake, 
n-| The Second Complaint of the Empreſs, 4 ſorrow mingled 


with much cumming aud Falſe hood. 
Hen the Emprels heard tnat the Child was not yet drad, 
the began to wer bitttsly, & fate ler EOWn On ie cart 
n athes, aud weuld not liit up her head; When the Kiny e308 
eard that, he entica in tue Chamia, and ſaid umo het, O g 
Vite, wheretore make you all this lonow, and trouble your {If 
much Sue Laid, Ask ye that of ine, know ye not well want 
cat E-lvite and thame, 1 have (uttered of your unnappy lun, 
Wie have promied me that ye would fee juſtice to ve tne ure 
Fecuied on him, and yet ne liveth; Of auutnit will nappen to 
hy feu, as hapned toa Suephefd aud a Boar, The Emperor tald. 
ar } P. aj you thow me that Exaipic* for my leatning, Siis Laid, 
Ng As 


w The Ceyen Wiſe Maſters. | 
As yeſterday I ſhew:d you one, and ſaw no eff ct that ea 
thereof, to what end ſhould 1 now do the like? Nevertheleſs 
ſhal declare this noble example umo you as hereafter you ſhal hen 
| The Second Example of the Empreſs. h 
Here was ſomttime an Emperor, the which had a graf®” 
© forreſt, wherein was a wild Boar, which was ſo cruel & (JJ 
fi roe, that he killed and devoured men going through F Fore dn 
The Emperor thereof being right heavy, proclaimed throughe * 
all his duminioris, gt whatlvever he was that could ſlay the t A 
ſhauld have his only Baughter to Wife, & therewith his Epi - 
after his death: aud as 'this was in places proclaimed, there was 
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not one Man found that durſt give this adventure : But there tran 
a Shepherd who thonght in hinſelf: Might I the Boar overcom i 15. N 


ahd flay, I ſhould not only advance my ſelf, but alt my gene 
tion and kindred: ſo then he took his Shepherds ſtaff in his nan 
and went to the Forreft: and as the Roar had of him a fight, | 
drew towards the Herdſman, but he for fear elimed upon a Tree 
and then the Boar began to bite and gnaw the Tree. 

So the Herd thought thortly that he would have overthrown i 
This trce was leaden with great plenty of fruit, and the Hef 
gathered and plucked theieof and caſt them to the Boar, inſomud 
Lhat When he was filled therewith, he laid him down to ſleep, 
which when the Herd perceived, by little and little deſcended 
tree, and withthe one Hand he clawed the Boar, & with 5 uthy 
held him upon the Tree, & ſeeing F the Boar ſlept very ſounc 
he dixw out his Knife, & ſmote the Boar to the Heart, & kille 
him: And fo ſhortly after he wedded the Emperors daughter. - 
and atter the death of her Father, he was made Emperor. The 
laid the, My Lord, wot ye not what I have ſaid? He ſaid, Rig 
wall: Then ſaid ſhe, This mighty Poar betokeneth your mol. 
noble perſon, agaiuſt whom may no man withſtand, neither byF 
wildom nor with ſtrength. This Shepherd with his Staft is 
Perlon of your ungracious Son, who with his Staff of cunning 
- beginnerh to play with you, as the Herdſman clawed the boar, & 

made him to fleet aud after Killeth him, In the ſame mann 
the Maſters of your Son, by their falſe fables and Narratiot 
claw you, and gloſe with you untill the time that your 5 
flay you, that he may reign. Then ſaid the Emperor, God forty 
that they ſhould do to me as he did to the Wild Boar: And] 
laid unto her, This day my Son thall die: and ſhe an[wered, & 
you do fo, then do ye wiſely. . Then the n ir 
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eting in Judgment, commanded to lead him to the plare of exe 
udn inted for that purpoſe: and Wiülft he was going the 
ſecond Maſter came before the Emperor, doing hin greatreverence; 
de fore is ſhewed ju, the coming of the fuſt Maſter: to nom the 
Kecond Maſter ſaid, O my Lord and Emperor, it you ouid ſay 
your ſon for the words of your Wife, it ſhall happen worſe to you, 
then it did to a certain Knight, which for the words of nis Wits 
A was unjuſtly put upon the Pillory. The Emperor ſaid; O good 
Maſter tell me how that hapned. And he ſaid, My Lori, 1 that 
not ſay it, unlels you will call your only Son trom the death, until 
ite ay , y rr 
the time that the example bt told, tue which if it turn not you 
1 ö filled. Then the E 
tram your purpoſe, then your Will be ful en the Empe- 
ror commanded that the child ſhould be called again: and under 
this manner that followeth, the econd Maſter began to tell; 
The Example of the Second Maſter, - 
N a City was an ancient Knight which wedded a young Wife, 
and fait, as ye have dune whom he love above all earthly 
hings. This Knight was a very circumſpe:t &-caretull husband, 
 #untonuch that every night he locked in the door his own hands, 
end Laid the keys under his-beds head. In that city there was a 
Maw or ton, that at a certain hour in the night a bell was uſed 
o be tung, that after the ringiug of the ſaid bell, if any man oz 
oman were by the Watch- men found about the ſtrexts, all that 
gut they thould be kept faſt in priſon. &on the mo ro ſet faſt u- 
Pon a Pillory, that all the people might behold & wonder at them. 
This foreſaid Knight had little mind or luſt of flethly deeds, 
r that he was very old, and might not ſatiate or perſbrm the 
aIiclires and appetites of his young Wi'e; wheretore every night ſhe 
Mavi a paramour, her husband fleeping, took the keys from 
Mader hi: beds head, aud went to her lover, & when the came a- 
Bun, all privily the laid the keyes under her husbands head: 
ud thus the played many a time. * . 
So it hapned pon a night, that the Knight awaked out of his 
Derp, and miſled his Wite, and alſo the Keys under his beds head, 
Ihereupon he then roſe up, and went unto the doors, aud found 
- 81m open, the which he cloſed and bolred faſt witlun, and then 
emu again into his chamber, and looked out at the window 
;$0Wards the ſtreet: aud when it was near about the third cocks 
row, his wite came from het beſt beloved, and found the door 
wut and bulted within: then was the forrowtull, nevertheleſs 
nde knocked te have come 1 Then ſpake the Knight 2 
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the window. O thou moft wicked and unclean wife, now 7 kr 
and am expert that many times thou haſt forſaken my | 
gone and done adultery: now thou ſhalr ſtand untill the bell NY 
rung, and that the Watch-men may take thee, and do with ti 151 
according to the Law, His Wife anſwered, My Lord why do it 
lay that to me: for in very truth, the cauſe of my being abrog< 
was for uo ill, but I was called by my Mo Maid, d 
fetched in the night: & when I ſaw you ileep ſo ſweetly, I duff! 
not awake you, becauſe that ye are old: and therefore I tookth}'"" 
keycs, and went to my Mother the which is ſore ſick that Lig} if 
to moitc w ſhe muſt be anointed, or anuihjlated not withſtandin er. 
for becauſe that I would not you offend, I have haſtned me agay'?) 
unto you, and have left her lying in great pain and iufirminf®* 
' therefore, 1 pray you for the love of God, let me in befaf's! 
tlie bell ringeth. The Knight anſwered, ye thall not ſo come ine 
muſt there abide untill the time that the bell rin eth, and unf 6 
that the watch-men come and take you. Then {aid ſhe, that ſhouf'© 
be to you, and to me and unto all our friends and kindred a ga 
ſhame and rebuke: therefore for the reverence of Alinighty A 
Jet me come in. Then ſaid he, lave in thy minde, evil & tf” ?) 
Wife, how oftentimes thou haſt ſarſaken my bed, and dae 
adultery : it is nuch better that thou ſuffer ame, 82d be 101 
for thy fins here in this World, then for to ſuffer pain in hell. Ne. 
ſaid again to him I pray you, for the love of him that was lp, 
& died on the croſs, have mercy on me. The Knight ſaid, thou lab 0 
eſt in vain, for thou ſhalt not come in, ut thou ſhalt tarry 5 e 
ing of the Watch- men. She hearing 5, ſaid, My Lord, ye Knol 
\ by this door ſtandeth a well, it you let me not come in, 1 Mie 
therein drown my ſelf, rather theu all my friends ſhould be aſtafa) 
ed for me. Then ſaid he, would to God thou hadtt been drom“ 
long before that ever thou cameſt in my bed. As they thus ly,” © 
together, the Moon went down, and all was very dark: then 
ſhe, if it will not otherwiſe be, 1 thall drown my ſelf: but 1 
before, like a true chriſtian woman, I will make my reſtagef*© * 
Firſt I bequeath to God my Soul, and my body to be buried Ul 
The Church of St. Peter: and of all other things aud go2ds 1 
God hath ſent me, I give uno you, to diſpoſe 1ur my Soul, “ 
your wiſdom and ditcretiun, And when ſhe had thus aid 105 
went unto the well, and there lying a gieat ſtone with Toth 9 
arms ſhe litt it up, and ſaid, Now 1 drown my felt, & ſo caſl d 
ſtoue down into the well, & went again privaly, & Rood byf 
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Al Yor. The Knight hearing the Noite, cryed with a loud Voice, 
Sy ing, alace, alace, my fwect Wite, is drowned, And lo he 
”y Aſtily came down, and 1al to the well and when thetaw that 
he Door was open, pr: ſemly thc entied in, aud locked tie Duny 
d went ip into Fhe Chamber, and lay and lo%ked out of the 
Window. The Knight ſtood by the well, and ciyed, and wepr 
Jirterly, and ſaid, wo Le tio me, I tave now loft my bet beloved 
Wife; now curſed be the time that I made taft ing door 224111t 
er. When the Lady heard tlat, ſhe ſaid, O tnou cuiſld wid 
rayſard, why ſtaudeſt thou there at this time ot hie nignt: Wag 
or iny body to you ſufficient? Wheietore do ye thus go every 
ight to your Hailots and your Whores, aud leave my ved As 
e heard the Voice of his. Wife, he was right Glad, & ſaid Hleiled 
God, that yet ſhe is not drowned, But my you Lady, witere- 
bre do ye lay ſuch things . 5 me? Ithought to have 
aſtiſed you, and therefore I locked faſt the Door, out ju no wiſe 
imended it to your perril; ye know wel What ſorrow I made 
you, when 1 heard you to have fallen into ilie well, & there- 
re I came, thinking to have helped you, Whereupon the (aid 
lou lyeſt lalily, I never comminteſt lich aults as thou fact to 
e: but ic appearetht by a common Prover!?, He that fe uilty of 
Upable lamlelf in a fin, he judgeth every nat ts Uo in ile fame; 
elle, The father never ſouglu his Son in the Oven, excomr he 14d 
n thetein himſelf, In like cis comciveſt thin a talle 
nniſe of me; but one thing 1 promi.e th-e, thou that abide 
ere itil] the Watch-1nen do come, and the bel] rung that they 
ay lead thee before the Judges, to abide and {utes the Low, 
leo (aid the Knight, Whuayetore lay ye ſuch things to me that 
od, impotem, and moſt unineet to delis lit in luch a game? 
have dwelt Dug in this City, and never was defamed, and 
du ere loie let me in, that to me, Or to you. (cit, ye do no thame 
id, Way in vain, it is better that ye forethink your uns 
— tus World than in nell. Have in mind what ig Wile mag 
as ich, A poor man proud, a rich man a liar, and an ald man a 
dl, God bateth: 10 be you a fool aud rich. Wtiai need was it 

aid, Jute flander ne, and cannot Le content when as ju have 
och of my yourh at your plealure, but yet runneth to Harlots, 
cal $4 theret re it is tae great grace vt God, Lit you nave tine and 
We? SAC toiethink it, Iſt ye zhould p<Fih, and oc Jamie tor more 
and theretore futter you pentiance” patiently c The Knight 
O fy beſt beloved Lady; although it be ſo, yet is 34d 
8 mieteifull, 
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mercifull, and he asketh nothing of a ſinner, but that he ame 
his life, and forethink himſelf, and do perinance for his fins, N 
let me come in, and I will make amends. She ſaid what der! 
hath made you ſo good a Preacher? but ſo you come not id 3 
And as they thus ſpake, the bell rung, aud then he entreate] ! 
very fervently, laying, Now ſuffer ine to come in, that I be 
aſhamed for ever. Slie ant eied, the ringing of the bell dorf t 
portend the heanh of your Soul. And as this was laid, thed F 
3 came the Watchmen about the City, and found thy F+ 
Knight ſtanding in the ſticet. and ſaid to him, O good man, it i! 
not gcod that ye ſtand here in this hour in the night. As ſhe hear 
the & vice of the Watclunen, ſhe laid, Good fellows, avenge M I 
on the old accurſed W hore: hunter, for ye know whoſe daugh 
I am, This curſed old man is wont every night to leave my bed N 
and go to his Whores and Harlots. I have long time foreborn hi | 
& would not how it, not complain on him to my friends; forf*? 
tiuſted that he would Fave anended his miſwule, and it belpet 
not: & therefore take him, and puniſh him after the Law, th 
all ſuch old deters may take exaniple by kim, Then the Watd _. 
men took him & all nigiit chaftited him in priſon, and on t 1 
morrow they put him on the Pillory, Now laid me Mal 
to the En pero, Lord have you underſtood what I Rave ſaid? ig 
he ſaid. right well. Then ſaid the Maſter, it you put to den!“ 
your Son by the inſtigation of your Wife, it mall chance wt 
you woue then to tie Knight, 
| The Emperor ſaid, the was the worft woman that ever I hea * © 
of, that ſo talily brought her Husband to thame aud rebuke ; Cl 
ſay unto you, Maſter, Tat for the realon of this Example, 7 | 
Son ſhall not die tis day. The Maſter ſaid uno him, II 547 F 
du fo, then you do wilely, and that hereafter you ſhall joy: 
I commit you to God, and thank you for your patient Heal He. 
and for the {paring your Son, and ſo he departed. * 
The third Complaint of the Empreſs, wore full of cunnuirg 
. nid diſſembling ſorrow than the former. 
W Hen the Empreſs heard that the child was not dead, 
wept bitterly, & ended into her privy chamber, 
tare her skin with her Nails, and with a loud voice crycd, 
that ever J was born, that I ſo great a Kings Daugluct, ſh 
te thus intreated & ſhamed, and therefore can have no reune 
Her Gentlewoman hearing this, went and ſhewed it to 
Emperor, aud ke went unte het, and comforted her (aying, 
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Lady, weep not ſo, nor cry not, for it becometh you not. Who 
'F anſwered, The love that I have and owe unty yon, maketh me 
more ſorrow, then the contempt of the death: for why the inward 
love of your Heart, hath hitherto prohibited, and Jetted ine, 
that I have not returned again into my Countrey to my 
1 Father, but I fear ſhould I ſo do, rt might turn to your harm; 
for he is mighty to honor me with his riches, and to revenge 
+ i Ny quarrel and deſpight in ſuch wiſe that ye might repent it. 
1 W hereto ſaid the Emperor, let that pals out of your mind, neitlicx 


=_— 


repeat it any more, tor as lung as I hve, I tall never tail you, 


101 And ſhe ſaid, Lord, I pray God that you may long live: but 1 fear 
1 4 me that it hall happen you as it betel to a Knigat and tus Son 


hat would not bury his Fat nets head inthe Cuuien yard, and yet 
his Father {lain for him. Then aid the Emperor, thew me 
Ithe Example how it was that he would not Lury his Patners head. 
Sie laid, I {hall do it tor your profit. 
The Third Example of tie Eugreſt. 
N the City of Roms, there was 4 Knight Waich had two 
Daugtiters and one Son. A: this Knight had fo great de- 
light in hunting, Juiting aan Towney, hit all nin zs that he 
{night win & get, he laid and tpent it tuetsupon, la yon; uved 
aa Emperor named Oftvt, & in nis Riches vid and Silver 
exceeded all other Kings and Pines, in to oven that ne nad a 
Tower full of Gold and ordained a Knight to wave the keeping N 
ke; char? therevf, This Knigut had o hunted Juſting, and other 
e idle Games, came to fo great Poverty, that he was torced out of 
lt y the extremity gt his adycile Fortunes, to lell his heritage, and 
called to lum his Son, and ſaid, My Son, it behoveth me i your 
Counsel, for neceſlity and Poverty compellet me to fell mine 
Heritage, or elle to ind one other way wherety I may hive: 
tor it 1 chould (ell mine Heritage, both you and yuur Silt-1s th wild 
pericth, Tuen the Sou laid, Father, it you can find auy mann-r 
4. vt means without ſelling ot your heritage, I mould be realy to 
Ahe. p you. The Father 11d, I have thuught on a god coun.ell: 1 ing 
JEiperog hath a great Tower full of Gold, by nigint tine þt v5 
tycther with inftiuments, dig and hew throw 5 Lower, Situs 
$a 01 the Gold, as much as thall ſuffice us, Whnereunro tht S, 
ailwered, &laid, That counſel cannot he amended, for it 1 Duttii vs 
ne Emperors Gold to take, to help us, then to tell gur Heritage. 
So they role up both in the night, & went to the Tower, aug 
tk inſtrugents they made a hols thorow the Wall, & touk us 
INuc! 


ing 
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much Gold as they could both ca:ry away at that time, and t 


Knight payed his debts, & hunted again Juſt. as, di befoll « 1 
until! all was tp-nt and confum d. In the mean while F keef he 
of tie Treaſure went intu the Tower, & when ne ſaw F Tread pl 
ſtvin, and a great hole made thorow the Wall, he begau to WY 2 
fore afraid, add went wie the Emperor, and ſhewed how it wg cl: 


beinen. To wiom the Empricr ſaid all angry, What need v 
thcu to ſow that, have I not delivered to thee my Treaſf to 
alia ther. fore of thee I will ask it? Anvneas the keeper heul O 
that he went to tie Tower again, and ſet before the hole a gu w 
Veſtel full of Pitch melted; with other gins of Subrilty, that oy w 
man miglit come in at that hole, but he muſt needs fall into thy b« 
Veilel: & if he had therein fell, he could no more come cut of ig, fa 
Not long after, y Knight had all the Gold conſumed & ſpent, 
went again & his Son to the Tower to ſteal more Gold. And asd © 
Father went in firſt, anon he was fallen into the Veſſel ful of Pit? 
to the Neck. & when he ſaw he was taken, & could not get ow 
he ſaid to his Son, Follow me not, for if thou doſt, thou c. 
not elcape by any means. Then faid 5 Son, Jod defend 5 I ſhou 2 
not help you: For if you are found, we are all but dead and th C 
if you may not ve holpen by me, I ſhall ſeek counſell how thy # 
you may be delivered and holpen. The Father ſaid, there is now ” 
other counſel, but with thy Sword ſinite off my head, & as mf + 
„bod, is ound without an head, no man hal know mie & to they ! 
& my Daugnters may efcap!,& lo avoid this worldly thaine, at 
death. Ju Son laid, Father, ye have giventhe beſt counſel : f © 
if it were ſo that any wan migat percetve any knowledge of yo / 
none Ot us all thal etcape tne death, & it is «xpedient that yo 
head be ſimitten oft; atone ne drew out his Sword & (more 
his Fatners head, and caſt 1: imo a pit then went and ſhewe 
uno nis Siſters all F matter, Wav many dass aiter privily Lewal 
ed the deatn of their Father, After tis 5 Keeper ot 5 Treaſut 
came 1110 the Tower, & round a body without a nead ; wuere 
he wondeted louie, & new. d it to the Einpecror, to whom he [aid 
Bind y body at the tail ot an horſe, and ſo draw it tnorow 
the ſheets of the City, and diligently take good need it ye hes 


7 8 


p Aly cy, or weeping, wurereſvever ye hear that, he is F Lord ot, 
hwule; take ailof tem, and the body, draw them to 5 gallowd 

and hang them, Tas & the Emp.rots lervants fulfilſèd according 

to his commandment; & as 2 agaiuſt the houle or F d 

Knigtu, Dauguters ſeeing the 


dy ot nei dead Father, mad 
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beſq a marvellous great ſhrike & wept piteouil;; & as their brother 
lech heard that, auone he wounded num. elt with a knife, ſo great 
plenty of blood came out of the wound, Tne Oticers when they 
Wh — the cry, entred into the noule, demanding 5 cauſc of their 
clainour, Then antwered the Son, tue lament vecaule I am thus 
eee} wounded; For when my Siſters law my blood fo abundantly 
eaſih to go out as you ce, they began to weep and cry; and heu tue 
er Onicers (aw tue wound they velieved his word, & fv deceived 
went their ways, and hung tue Kiignts body upon the gallows, 
Where he hung a long tine, and his Son would neither take his 
0 thi} body down fivm the gallows, nor yet bury his nead, Ine Eimprcls 
of i. ſaid, underſtand ye wat I have laid. Ihe Emperor laid, rignt well, 

The Decimation of the Example, 

Hen ſpake the Empreſs thus : My Lori, I fear it will ſo chaxce 
to you and your Son : this Nu ht for the love of his Son was 
made poor & firſt be committed theft, & brake the Tower: ſecondly 
cau/ed himſelf 10 be beheaded, thai his Children ſhould have no hams 
- the Son caſt his head into the dike and buried it not neither in 
hurch nor Chureb-yard, and u body be ſuffered ſtill to hing upon 
the g alot: If that he could not have taken it down in the day, he 
mg ht wel! have done it n the mght, In the ſame manner ye la- 
bour mg ht aud day, that ye may promote your Son to bono and 
riches, but without doubt he labkowreth for your confuſion and de- 
ru ion, that he may reign after you in your Empire, Therefore I 
aivife you, that you Y nor tate a bis Life: who living ſbould 
fudnenly prove the deſtrugionof yours, The Emperor ſaid, Vow have 

ed me a good Ex1mple, The Knights Son when he had / mitten o 
bis Fathers head,would not bury it: without doubt my jon ſhall not do ſo 
to me: Fut he anon commanded his Officers that they ſhould lead hinito 
the gatlows, and they all obeyed his comm1ndments baſtily: 4nd as they 
ted him through the fireets, the people made a great noiſe and lamenta- 
tron, eryivg, Alas, alus, b. unity Sou of the Emperor 15 led ag am towards 
thegaliows : and as they led hm, ihe third Miflcr named Craton 
N came riding upon an boſe: Au as the child ſaw him, he did bow 
het wown his head to him, as hong h he had ſaid, have minde upcu me, 
of 4 the feorle cyed, ſaying, O 4, 9d Mafter, haſte you, and ſave your 
o Diet, and /o he [mote his horſe wi.b his Sjwis and haſted him to 
ting the Palace. And when he came before the Emperor, he bonorably 
n ſaluted hm: whoſaid, Thy coming hither ſpall not hing avail thee, for 
i 41 think it long witill I be revenged on thee, The Miſter ſaid, I 
boged at my coming is hays been mads welcome, and te baus had 
4 
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' @ betrer reward, and vot ſo io be rel uked. The Emperor ſaid, 4s y 
Jave deſerved, ſo ſonli it be to you, To whom he ſaid, My: Lor 
What have I deſerved ? The Emperor ſaid, ye 1g ht well deſerve death 
for 1 d«lrvered you my S wall ſpeaking, & well mannered for 70 
formed and taug hi ; aud ye have delivered him again unto me dumb, 
Es © 71bauld, Jo whom the Maſter ſaid, in that you ſay he is dumb 
that 1 commit to God, for he makes the dumb to ſpeak, and deaf 10 
hear. But in that you ſay be would have inforced your 
Wife, tba would I gladly know, if any creature bath ſeen that, 
for there is no Malice above the Malice of a Woman, and that fil 
I prove by a good Example, that a Woman is full of I & 
unt non aeceits:; and if ye put to death your Sou for the wori's of 
os Wife, it 7 ap fen unto you as it did to a Noblema of bn 
ife aud his Pye, the which he loved marvelloujly, To whom the En- | 
| Peror aid, I; _ you teil me how thai Women ave full of malice & leaſe 
mg s, who ſaid, I will not ſhow u, but if you will fr ſt nil ag a;n your Sou 
from dea“ h, thn at your pleajwre I foall ſhow the Example, Then tha 
Emperor anon made 9 1 t0 be called ag a, Cc io be put in priſon. Ta 
#he Maſter began to tel] the Example, in bis ¹νE&h§& form following 
The Exam -le of the Third Maſter, | 
T Here was in a City a rich Burgeſs 5 had a Pye, F & he loved 
ſo well y every day e taugut ner to [peak Latiue and Hebrew 
& When the had leamed very perfectly to ſpeak thole two latky a 
| guages,all that the ſaw and heard; the mewed and told ter Maſter, $ e 
This young man had a tair young wite, as ye nave, the wich] [; 
he loved full weil; but the on tne conta loved um not, becaule v 
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he was not of tiiat laicivious pertorinancytvr to antwer her luſts] i 
according to the hight of her detue z & tneretote the had another} x 
fair young man that me loved above her lusband,, & always as her | t! 
husband was out of the Town, about his Merchaidile and other } h 
Fuſinels, the ſent for her beſt beloved, F they migut make good | {] 

| ehear together, The Pye as ſhe elpyed that told it to her Maſter at d 
his cuming home, in luch a manner as the noiſe thereof ran all} v 
Over the city of her Adultery, wherefure her husband many times a 
brauled and chid & her. She anſwered him, Yc believe your culled } k 
ye & as long as ſhe liveth ſhal always make Þetwixt us variance 8 
diſcord; aud he ſaid, that Pye cannot ly, for what ſhe leeth | c 

& heareth, that ſhe telleth me; and thetetore I belicve her more & 
than you. It tartuned that this man went into a far,Countrey about } 

his Merchandile, & as ſoon as he was gone, lus Wite lent ter her | f 

mend & love to ſalace & guke good cheer w lum, but he guilt | þ 
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not come by day light, but atode untill the evening, leſt he 
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ſhauld 
be marked & ſeen ofthe People, and when the night was come, 
then he knocked at the Gate, and the was ready & opened it: He 
ſaid, I fear that the cuiſed Pye thall accule us, for by her is con 
great ilander upon us through the City: euter in, ſhe ſaid, ody 
aud leat not. And they ſhould pals through the hall, Wheie 
the Py: was in her Cage, ſhe heard him ſay theſe words, O 
my beſt beloved, I far me greatly left ꝓ the Pye thould bewray us. 
And as F Wite heard that, the ſaid, be ſtill, tool, it is dark, he 
may not ſee you. Then the Pye hearing that, ſaid, if I lee thee not 
I hcar thy voice, & thou doſt wrong unto my Maſter, for thou 
{leepeſt with my Miſtris, and when my Maſter conerh, I thall 


tell Lim. The young Mau hearing that, laid, Told I noc you that 


the Pye would di.caver us“ And the Waite laid, tear not, tor this 
night w will be avenged on the Pye, and fo they cntred into the 
Chamber, & tleept together that night. About midnigia the 
Wite aroſe, and called ner Maid, and aid, Feten nca Lrider, & 
let it up to the root of F howule, chat I may revenge me ou F Pye, 
The Maid did even to, and lo they went up 20tn aud mad a hole 
thorrow tl e covMing of the huu.c right over the Pye, and tnere - 
tiomow caſt land, clay, ſtones & water upon the Pye, intomuch that 
the poor Pye was almoſt dead: aud on the morrow the young 
man went out early at the back door. And when the good mau was 
come home, as his cuſt imme was, he went and vifited the Pye, & 
laid to her, O Pye my beloved Bird, tell me how thou haſt tared the 
whiles that I have been out? She (aid, Maſter 1 thall tell you tyd- 
ings that 1 have heard: your Wite a> ſoon as you were gone by 
the night time the let a man come in. And as ſoon as 1 heared 
that, 1 told him that I would thew it to you, at your comin 

home, yet notwithſtanding the led him into your chunter and 
tleept with him all might, you ask ine alſo now tat | have 
done in your agience, and I lay to you of a truth, tat I never 
was ſo nigh my death, as I was that (ame night, with now, hail, 
and lain, tnat f. upon ine ſo lang togethe, that I was almoſt 
left for dead. The Witte when ſhe neard t liat, laid to her husband: 
Sir you believe your Pye, now you may hear what the faith: the * 
complaineth that in the ſame nignt there tell ſo much {uow, nail, 
& rain upon ner, that the was almoſt dead: and yet there was 
none of all them that lame night, tur there was not in the year a 
fairet and clearer night than it was: andthetefure from henceforth 


believe ut not. Juen went the good wan to his ueiglbours, and 


| 
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* the Empreſs heard y 5 child was not ſhe made 


+ thou made lyès and falſe tales berwixt me aud my Wife? Is thi 
uf 1 thanks that I have for the meat that I was wont to give tha 


The Pye ant wered, God knoweth I cannot ly; 
ſaw and heard, have I ſhewed unto you. Then ſaid he, Thot 
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asked of them if F — * . ue 

anſwered, that ſome ot them walked the night, and in all x 
they had not ſeen a fairer night. Then went he to his houſe, 
laid ro his Wife, l have found you ina truth, for F uight was ve 
fair and clear, as I underſtand of your Neigiibours. You m 
now know ota truth, taid ſhe, that the Pye is a Lyar, with 

leafings, ſhe hath ſown and made much diſcord betwixt us: ani 
moreover, I ain defamed tluough the City by her falſe leatiny 
Then the Burgeſs went unto the Pye, and laid, wheretore ha 


my own hands every day: & thou halt alſo thereby brought m 
ite into great defamation and diſgrace — all the Ion 
r that which | 


Heft, thou haſt ſaid unto me, that in the ſame night was hai 
and [now, and rain, that thou hadſt near hand loft thy Life 
Which is moſt falle: And therefore from henceforth thou 
make no more leaſings, ncr diſcord betwixt me and iy Wi 
and ſo took the Pye and broke her neck. 

When as the Wife ſaw that,{he was glade & ſaid Now have ye 
done well, now may we all cur days live in reſt and peace. Ar 


* when he had ſlain the Pye, he looked up & ſaw in the top of 


houſe a Ladder, and a Vellcl with water, {and & ſtones & whe 
he beheld that, he perceived the tallenvod of nis Wife, & cryed d 
loud voice, wo be to me, 5 for my Wites words I have ſlain u 
Pye. & alſo my ſolace and joy loſt, which in all things faid to m 
truth, And as he nad thus done, anon tor ſorrow he ſeft his Me 
chandiſe and all his houſe, and went towards the holy Land, ar 
never turned agaiq towards his Wife. Then the Maſter faid to 4 
Emperor, Sir, have ye underſtood What I laid, He auſweret 
Right well. The Maſter (aid, was not that a falſe aud curled win 
1 by her falſehocd, deceit, & cunning cauſed the Pye to be 4lait 
e Emperor ſaid, Ini tiuth the was full of talſenels, it pitieth-4 
greatly to think upon the Pye, the & for her true ſaying loft I 
ife, Verily, I ſay unto you, tuat you have told ing a ve 
. therefore this day iny Son ſhall not die. Then ſaid u 
Maſter, Sir you do wilely, and I thank you that you have ip 
Jour Son this day ſor my ſake, and 19 ro God I cominend you. 
The Fourth Complaint of the Empreſs, 
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eat noiſe & crying, in ſuch wiſe 5 ſhe was heard rhorrow the 
alace, and (aid, Wo be unto me, F ever I was made Einprels, wont 

God that I had died when I was firft brought into thetz paits, 
W het the Emperor heard the voice & cry thr ſhe made, e entred 
into the Chamber,and cotafoited her as inuchas he could and dem- 
anded the cauſe ot her lainentation. Who ſaid, O mine own Lord, 
have you no wonder, though that I be in tius foto v and agoay, 
for I am your Wife, & in your company oy your Sv am nam- 
ed, and ye ſaw lately the bloody marks of ais inforcement upon 
my tender fleſh, and you have promi ed ine chat ne tieretore thuuld 
be hanged. yet he liveth, wherefor- thould I not be worry? The 
Emperor an{wercd, Be content and plealcd, and I hall do Juſtice 
upon my Son to motto: but that | forbear nin yelterday, was ac 
the moving of one of his Maſters by an Exampie, Then Aid he 
Have you turbid to do Juſtice for one Word: were it lv, yet fot a 
Word ye thould not let to do Juftice: & ye lay, torthe EXA mp vt 
one Maſter, ye have left it. | tear me it thall happen to you, ang 
with your Maſters, as upon atime it fortuned unto an Emperor 
with his ſeven Wile Maſters. The Emperor laid, I pray you tell 
me tliat Example. Sue laid, ro what intent thould | labour in vun? 
For yeſterday I ſhewed youu a good ExAmple, and it availed not: & 
Whatloever | thew you for your honour and profit, 5 5 Maſt rs of 
— fon tum up and dowu to your deſtruction, & in this prefent 
xainple 1 thaliclearly ow umo you, To whom the Emperur ſaid 
O my veſt beloved Lady, tell ms that Example, that by the lane 
I may the better beware: for toi gh thro ig in clemency I gave 
one days benefit of lite to my Son, | ſhall not xierefore give 
him lis lite: for tat whica is decerced, is not tnctretote tote 
given. And the ſaid, Glally halle thew it to you to your 
protit, and began to tell as it [egcaſter followeth. 
The Four:h Extmple of the Empreſs. 
3 there was ine City of Rome ſeven wiſe Mrſters, by 
_Y whom all the Empire v Governed and Ruled, and the Em- 
peror that then was, did never aticmpt any thing with mt the coun- 
fe! of the Maſters : whereupon they ( bercetuing that the Emoeror was 
fo afﬀeted and inclined to them, that without them he would not or- 
67/1 0r do any thing) deviſed by their art and cunning, hit the En- 
pevor fbould clearly ſee as long as be was in the Palace, h as ſaon 
as he was out of the Palace, he ſhould became Find: & that did. 
they, to the intent that they might the more. freely have the de ilin 
themſcives of all things that appertain to the Emperor : by the which 


i they 
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they got and won to them great profit and lucre of goods: and of*® 
ter they had made and wrought the experiment, = could neuf 
eh+1ge it, nor undo it afterward, but the Empergy abode ſtill bl; *X 
' many years, And the ſeven Wiſe Maſters made and Proclaimed througl — 
out the Empire, that if ary man dreamed a dream, he ſhould co 15 
mito them with a Florent of Gold or Silver, & they woull 85 
expound and declare unto him the interpretation of his dreand > 
whereby, and by other unjuſt means they obtained much more ſub. 70 
ftarce aud money of the people, then the Emperor did. So upn ay 
a time when he ſat at the Table with the Empre's, he began to ſigh T, 
and ſorrow in himſelf : and when ſee perceived that, ſbe inquired df ! 
gently of him the cauſe of his keavyneſs and dolor, The Empern In 
ſaid, ſhould it vot be heaty and ſorrowful unto me, that I ſo loy 
have been blind, and cannot ſce out of my Palace, and yet ha 
and find no remedy? To whom [fake the Endes, & ſaid, Lord hen 
my ccunſel, aud it all 1c repent you, if you do chereafter, I 
your Court you have ſeven W ſj: Maſtcys by whom ye ana all th 
- Empne 7s Governed, if hh now behold aud mark th's in your mind 
ye ſpall find that they azs the cauje of your blindneſs ard dijeaſ 
aud if it te ſo, they are worthy to die a moſt ſhameful! eat), 
therefore take head to my Counſel and advice, firſt, ſend for then, 
and ſhow to them your iſeaſe, and n:firmi'y and threaten them on 
fain of their lives, that they ſhould find ſome {7 cefy remee y to bely 
you of your ſfickie/s and blindreſs. This cou el fen cd ihe Em- 
peror well, Aud anon he ſent for the Maſters, & when they wen 
come, the Emperor anon he , unto them his infirmity and lind. 
, neſs, and charged them o pain of death, that they ſeu jreſenth 
ſeck ſome 1emety to eaſe him thereof, Then arſwered they, ye de- 
Are of us a ui g that is d Heut aud hard to be dove thus ſhortly 
tut give us reſpite for ten days, and then we will g.ve you you 
ul anſwer, The Emperor was therewithall well contented anid fleaſed 
hen the ſeven W.je Maſters went to Counſell, how they mi reſtore 
unto him his fight again: And in no manner of wiſe could they find 
the means how tg pur away the blindneſs from the Emperor, wheref on 
they were all 1;g ht ſorr owful, and ſaid among themſelves, wit hou! we find 
a remedy, we are all but dead men. So they went from thence throwug - 
out all the Empire, and ſought if they nl ſind any remedy or counſel 
therefore, It hapned them upon a time going through the City, & in the 
midſt thereof, uf found children playing: Aud af ter them came a man 
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with a talent or florent of Gold, and aid ts them, Good Maſters, this 


dreamed 4 dreamy, the Inierprotation whaeof J 


wghs bays 
; would 
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would fain know: wheretare I pray you ſhew nie what it fignifieth, 
and take this Gold to you, That heard oue of F children F played 
among the other who laid unto nim, give un die Gold, and 
then | mall expound the dream. The mai fed, I have dieamed 
this night, that in the midſt of my Occhud was a gleat lpring 
of watcr; xhercof came many [all ſprings that all mine Or. 
chard was full, and overflown w water : The child laid, take a 


Spade and dig in the fame place wheicas-you 4lought that the 


water Iprang out, and there ſhall you und a lord of Gold, 
ſa great, that you and ail your children aud lineage, ſhall 0 tor ever 
Rich. The man did as the child had thewed lum, and found the 
Treaſure according to his words. Then went the man to the child, x 
melted him a pound weight of the gold that lie had found, for the 
Interpretation ot the dream, but he would receive note, but com- 
mitted him to the Prayers of the man. The ſeven Wite Mafters 
when they heard the child ſ wi ely expounded the dream, they [aid 
to kim, good child what is your nune? He anſwered and laid, 1 
am called Alcrlin. Then ſaid the Maſters, we fee lurcly great wit- 
dom in you, we ſhall thew, unto you a ftrange matter, and of F 
we would glad-ly that ye could tina remedy, The chid laid, 
ſhew unto me your matter? And they kaid, The Emperor of Koe 
as long as he is in the Palace he lath nis tight clear withwur any 
impediment, but as ſoon as he is oon Ut Of the Palace, he is o 
blind that he cahmot fee, Now 1; ye can nnd out the cau e there- 
cf, and give prelent Teaivdy whereby lie may be caſed, and have 
Ins fight again, ye mall have a great reward and howor of the Em- 
peror. Then autwered the child, I know as well the cauſe of the 
blindnele, as the remedy. Then (aid all unte him, come with us 
to tlie Emperor and ye thall be rewarded (» kigely, that ye thall be 
pleak d. luowinm tlic child ſaid, I am ready to go with yo 
And when tlicy came with the chid betore the Emperor, they *. 
uuto lum, Lord, lo, here is Une Cu that we have VIOU ZI htore 
you, the which mall tullll yur delire touclung the caulc of your 
blindnels, and the recoveiiii; of your ligt. Vis Emperor ſaid 
Wood Matters, Wil you tage it upon you, and abide thereby, 5 
the child mall perbum tis attempt? Tien all aid, yea, tas 
We aig expert in his Wildom. Th: Enperor tand hiuiſelt to- 
wards the child, and aid, will you wdertake to tell me the cauſe 
ol my vblindnets and tir [en ay The child anſwered and laid, 
My Lord the Emperor, lead me unto your bed chamber, and there 
I mall chew YOU, hat is to de done, & as he was therein bronze hr, 
2 Ie 
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he ſaid to his ſervants, take off the cluaths off the bed and x 


11 & 
appaiell, and ye ſhall ſee wonders, And as that was done, in 
ſaw a well linoaking that had ſeven Springs or Floods, $ whie|ſd0# 
when the Emperor ſaw he marvelled greatly. The child ſaid, Yeſeh* 


+ ſee this well, and without it be quenched, ye ſhal never have youai 


fight. The Emperor ſaid, How may that be? The Child ſaic Re 
Fut by one way. The Emperor ſaid, ſnew us then the m ho 
and if 1t be poſſible unto me, it ſhall be done, that I may recovyg}W 
again my fight, as well without, as within, To whom the chi 
ſaid, My Lord, the ſeven Springs of this well are theſe ſeveg ſer 
ile Maſters, whe hitherto have rraitercuſly governed you anf fs 
your Empire, and have made you blind as you be out your Px © 
lace, that they your ſubjects hy extoxtivn, inight pill and pole you 35 
not ſeeing it. fur now they know not the remedy, therefore he 9 
you now my counſel, and this well ſhall be guenched and extinct: N 
ſtrike off the fuſt Mafters head, and anon Ye bal ſee tlie fuſt | ting ol 
quench, and ſo by ordet one after another, till that they are all be- E. 
headed, and anon all the {p1ings with the well, ſhall be vaniſhed & A 
one away, & ye ſhall have again your fight as you had before: ©! 
8 when this was done and fulfilled, & well the ſeven Spring} ®! 
was vaniſhed. And asthe Emperor had his ſight again, he — 
the Cluld a great Lord, and gave him great abundance” of goods Fe 
And after ſpake the Empreſs, my Lord, have ye well perceived 1 
this Example, that I have told you. And he ſaid, Yea, in the 
beſt wiſe, & ye havereceived a worthy and good Exainple, Then 
ſaid ſhe in the ſame manner, your ſeven Wiſe Maſters intended 
to do with you, with their falſe Nanations, that your Son 
may reign over your Empire, which God forbid, 
The Declaration of the Exanifle. 
His Well is your Son whereovt floweth ſcven Springs that 
ſignifieth 13 Wiſe Maſters, the which Son ye may not 
deſtroy without the ſeven Wile Maſters be made feeble & brought 
to nought : that done, this Well, that is your Son with all his 
wiles {hall not eſcape, but let him taſte Ris death Which befits 
his deſerts, & are ſhameful], leaſt he have a help of Lis Maſters, 
and after conſequently & ſeven Wife Maſters : and ſo ye ſhal govern 
and guide your Empire in reſt and peace. The EHnperer anone 
commanded his Servants to lead his Son, to the gallows Which 
they ve loath to do. So was there then a gicat Multitude of 
ople gathered with great noiſe and hewailitig, to that the noile 
came to tis Ear of the fourth Maſter uamed Malguidiake, the 
| which 


as 4 _ «@ 7... a an - as 


uch leapt upon his horſe, and haſted him to 7 Palace where hie 
| {meet with his dilciple, & did rgverence tv dim, & cominenged 
im unto him. And when he came before the Emperor, and lad 
one mis obeyſance and reverence, as appertaiued, the Emperor 
| Yeſben anſwezed, and (aid, little thanks ſhall you have, you old curled 
3 -aitiff, lor [o ill teaching my Sou, I delivered you my Son well 
ſaid peaking, and in all things richt veruuns, but ye have ſent him 
home a lool, dumb aud a ritauld, for he would have lyen with my 
boom Wife by force, and therefore all ye forth-with together with him 
Man ſhall be hanged, Then laid the Mafter, My Lord, I have not de- 
" Fcerved fo ill of you, Jod kroweth why yuur Son fpeakerh not, in 
ſhort time you thall perceive other things, but rhe time is not yet 
come: but in that you ſay, he would have oppreſſed your wife $ 
js not truth, noi proved, neither for one ſingle perſon mould you 
2 judge your Son to death: I$now for the words of your wife you 
nd: Nyudge your Son to die, it ſhall be worſe to you, tlien to a certain 
tino] old man and his Wite, and that I ſhall well prove. To whom the 
b Emperor ſaid, I think you do with me as ſoinetimes ſeven wie 
d& men did to an Emperor. Whereunto laid the Maſter, the uifence 
re. | Or treſpals of one or yet of twenty, may not tound to the reauke 
in and blaine of all other: but one tning of 2 truth 1 hill th-w you 
14 that evil shall come to you. it ye this day Shall put your Son todeath 
ods for the words of your wife, of the Wen | could Show a notable 
ved! Example. Theu ſaid the Emperor, will ye tegite that tor my 
the | Learning: The Matter laid, it ye will call agun your Son from 
hen] Leatn, then will 1 icheaiſe the Example, or eſe not. The 
ded Emperor commanded that lie should b: called a un, and he 
delued the Maſter to ſay as hucatier follower nh, 
]he Example of the Fourth Maſter, 
Here was an od Knight and aright Wife man, that lived long 
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Son 


hat without Wite or ctuld, bas trienus came to him otcανtii pes GC 
au- counſelled and chöited nia that he Should take a Wife, 

je ll , 608 King ht thus countelled aud ftirred by his friends Co often- 
7 og times., at the laſt he agreed to them, and ine gave him to Wite 
wes J die daughter of the Provoſt ot Aon, that was rien and of cynely 


4 grace aud tcatuie, WON when he had ſern, anone he was male 
blink aud taken in ner love, and degau to love lun marvellouily 
well, aud Wucu they nad been inained a certain pie togrtacr, 

and had no cluld ; Upon a Une in à morning it n2ppened $ She 

Went to 5 Church, Wiæte sne met w her möchet, * laid, my 


daugaic, how pleaſetu you yuur mnie, and your HusDand ? 
She 


receive no manner of corpdral pleaſuſe, fof lie is cold, and ono 


. ˙ A ue. wt... 


abide till you have proved. The daughter ſaid, upon your bleſſi 
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She ſaid, Right well, for you have given me to an old lame 
to my dilcontentment in all reſpects; & I would, ye, had the tay 
time buried me, for I had rather y and Er with ſwine 3 
with him, and therefore I may 06 longer thus nl * 
needs love another. Then ſaid her mother, God ſot 5 wats 
dear daughter: How loug time have [ been th yaur Far Ca + 
yet never hitherto have I meddled with ſuch favliſhneſs ; It 
daughter ſaid, It is no anarvel, for h both met in your, yout 


together, aud the one took ſolace, of the ↄther, but I can of, Ig 


bed be lyeth as ſtill as a ſtone, or as à thing iunnovable. * 
mother anſwered, If you love another, tell me what he is? M 
daughter faid, I will love a Prieſt. To whom the mother ſa [02 
It were better and leſs fin for you toflove a Knight or a Squire 
the laid, in ſhort time he would be weary of me, and after that] 
would do me ſhame, & ſo will not the Prieſt, for lie will hold a 
keep his own honour & counſel as well as mine: alſa, ſpiritual 

be more tive to their lovers than ſecular men be, The mother j 
Hear my counſel, & it will be for your good. Old folk ate wil A 
and fell, tempt yc ur husband firſt, and it yau {cape him with 
doing you harm, or ſnũting, then love the Prieft, The Daughliſe” 
ſaid, I may not ſo long abide. The mother ſaid, Upon my. bl . 
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I will abide ſo long till I have attempted him, but fuſt tell wif 
how. I ſhall prove him? The mother (aid, He hath if tis Orchy 
a tree & he loveth much, Caule it to be ſmitten down whilehe 1 
out at hunting, & agailA his goming home make him a fire then 
with, & if he torgive it you, then may you ſurely love the Priekk 
As ſhe heard q counſel ot her mcther, ſhe went home, to whom h. 
husband laid, Where have you been ſo long? She ant wered, I hav 
been at the Church, where I met with my mother, and with herlſ,;. 
have a little talked & comuned, & ſo began properly to diflemuleyg, i. 
After mid-day Knight rod forth to hunt, then ſhe thinking upon 
the Counſel of her mother, went to the Gardiner, & (aid to himg.. 
Cut duwn this young tree newly planted, that 1 may make a fügte 
thereof to warm ws — wall at his coming from hunting, totf, 

l 


d 


it is a great wind and ſharp and cold. The Gardiner ſaid, Ma 
iam, that I will not do, tor my Lord loveth this tree better t 
he doth all the other trees, nevertheleſs I ſhall well help you 
gather wood enough for to make a good fire, but in any cale this 


Will not hew down. As ſhe heard that, then Þoldly $16 r09k 2 
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Gardiner, aud hewed down the tree her (elf, and made 
Ms Gar liner with others to bear it home. At Evening, when ner 
J came from hunting, he was very cold, & ſhe nade a great 
Se. ard went and met With him, and ſet i im a ſtool before the 
Sire to warm him, & as he a little winle had ſitien, he perceiv-d 
e odor of the fire, & called to lum the Gardiner, & (aid, I feel 
* &y this odor that the new plant burnethin the fue. The Gardiner 
To d, Lord, it is true, my Lady, your Wite lain telled it down, 
re Knight ſaid unto het, God foroid that my plant ſhould Le cut 
own by you. She anſwered anvune, and (aid, LfA I have done it, 
L owing the weather cold, & you ailv cold, & therefore I have 
| 60 rdained this fire fur your comfort. Aud as the Knight heard that 
lire de looked angry upon her and (aid, O curied woman, how was thou 
1 obdutate, iclentlels & void 0. pity, as to hew down ſo gentle a 
4 ung tree, F which tl. ou kneweft well that I loved it aboVe all 
lud cher trees: When he had ſo ſaid, the began to weep, & ex-uſe 
| fa ſelf, and (aid, my Lord have done it tor your good, and du 
, Jou take it ſo grievoully! and began to cry, wo. wo be to me, 
Fo non as the Knight ſaw the werging aud tears of his Wife, and 
ed the caule, he was moved with pity, and ſaid unto her, ceaſe 
ne your weeping, & beware how that you do anger me any more, 
1 trouble ine in any thing that love. Ihe next day early in the 
ing ſhe, went again to the Church-yard, and wet with her 
her coming home, & they ſaluted each other. Then the daughter 
Sid to het mother, O dear mother 1 will love the Prieſt, for I have 
he empted my Lord as you counſelled me, but all tor nouglit, tor 
he e anon forgave it when he ſaw me a little weep. Then fait the 
[2 Rother, though old men for one time forgive, they double the 
m hun another time, aud thereture 1 countcll you, tat you, yet 
hav $oce again attempt him, Then laid the daugtiter, I may uo lou gur 
hee ide, tor I lutter ſo much pain for the love of the Piieſt, that 
nule ith my tougue I cannot tell it, therefore you thall pardon me, 
uA will no more follow nor do after your counſell: Turn ſaid the 
Hime her, for tlie love that tie ciuld thould have unto the mt ner, 
4 mitenipt lum yet once more 10r your Fathers vI.thng, and then if 
„ fol eu go Juictly . wout auy harm or beating, luve F riet in $ 
Mau of God. Ten auſwered tlie daughter, it 1» 10 me great pu 
=P long tiuie to abide, neveithielets, tor the blufling of wy Fat.ier 
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u will once more atten pt bin, but tell'me bow 4 ſhall, begin g 
he Mother ſaid, Iunderſtand that he ha. hi a little hovng, wat 


0 loveth well, & keep<th 8 calt due wound w fo, great 
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might before his face againſt the wal y ir die and if ye eſcape wit 
cut a ſtripe or that he forgive you it lightly, then in the nameh 
Gad love the Fricft, Then the daughter ſaid, I will in all uundte 
do after your counſel, for there is no daughter living at this &a 
that would more gladly have the bleſſing of the Father & MAte 
ther than 1, and lo ſhe bade her Mother farewell, & went to ke. 
Loufe again, aid that day with great importunity & trouble r. 
Her heart, the brought tothe night: and when the night was cm0 
ſhe commanded the bed to be covered with purple & cloathdlie 
gold, whilſt the Knight ſate by the ſue: and when the Ma! 
was thus made ready, the little hound as he was accuſtomed dif kt 
leap upon the bed, aud ſhe took him by the hinder legs & will 
a wood and malicious heart, ſhe caſt him againſt the wall, ri 
it lay ſtill dead: when 5 good old Knight ſaw that, he wp 
marvellouily angry#& ſaid w a loud voice to his Wife, O tt. 
an"N cruel & ſpighttull of. all wicked women, how couldft thofa:: 
fintjn thine heart to Kill the gentie hoyyd I loveth ſo much 
Lord, ſaid ſhe, have yuu not ſcen how the hound with his fk: 
(coming out of the mire) beraygd our bed, y is fo preciouſly af v 
vered with rich cloths? And the Knight ſaid with much angdg: 
know you not that Iloved much better my little hound than MN 
bed? When the heard that, anon the began piteouſly to weep, as; : 
ſaid, Wo be to me that ever I was born, for all things that I n 
for the beſt, it is all turned to the worſt, The Knight out co 
the treaſure ot his goodneſs and pity would not Cutter the weepiggov 
and lamentation ot his Wife, but for 5 he loved het to all 0 
ſaid unto her, ceale your weeping, tor I tcrgive it you altogetai 
and I counſell you that you beware how that you dilpleaſſ1 
me from hencetorth, and fo they went to bed together. fan; 
Upon the morrow ſhe roſe up very early, & went ts the Churdſgv 
where ſhe met ꝙ her Mother, to whom whetrf ſhe had None TIT 
rence as it behoved, the ſaid, Mother, now will I love the Pneſſecr 
for I have attempted my husband the ſecond time, and all things! 
he hath ſuffered, The Mother ſaid, O my dear daughter, there ch 
no cruelty or falſehood above the cruelty of old tolks, and theretogco! 
I counſell you, that you yet once more prove him: to whogGep 
the daughter anſwered, Mother, ye labour in vain, tor it ye wine 
what and how much pains I ſufler for the Prieſts love, ye thouler\ 
rather help me, if you loved me. The Mather ſaid, Hear mprc 
daughter this one time, & I ſhall never let you more, Think hofſhe | 


vou have ſucked milk out of my breafts, aud the great pain th | . 
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have ſuffered for y-u at yuur birth, uy che pains, my dear daugh- 
ter, I delite and care YOu, tial ys u deny Hor Us od Peticon 
and | picmnife you n0 inotG, iS let y u, or lander. you of your in- 
tent, but tate to hep you thexetvie, Lin antiweed tie daugh— 
er It is to my great pain to auſtin me t loa my (cit lo long 
from the love of tie Piteti, nevertielets tor tne girat ct arge that 
ye lave laid to me, & allo tory ye hav. unde a OW no more to 
t me, but to turther me, tell me how | nayht atteapr him 
and I mall once ine give tne adventure: lie niother (aid, 1 
know well that On Sunday m xt coming he itntendeth to have us 
ll at dinner, and Litre hall be your Father and J, and all your 
Vall, Wricnds, wall the reſt of thc City, and when you ate let in your 
e place, aud all the meats are broug uit and (ei ved upon the Table, 
 thaffaſter: your Keyes privily 5 hang at your girdle in the table cloath, 
; thaſatid t. en do you eig to have toigotten your knife, & lay theſes 
nich words « penly ; fee wiata thort wit | am of, I have forgoiten my 
us Krit in my Chamorr :; and tuen rite up haſtily and gy, & & clot 
{ly af With all tir wu wats, you thall dowu, al Ovelt row up nh the 
Wgcurd: and it ye ellape without pain, I make a vow wu God 
in Menatel mali never let you after, The Davglites fad. that I fall 
p,aggylaily do, and lo took her leave & departed, Ihe teaſt day cane, 
Ind all as the Motlet {aid was bid. The fervant nade r. aly and 
un gcovered the Table, all were let at Table, and 1h daug' ter fate 
eepiggover againſt her Lord: and when the Table Was Welt erv ol we 
al mats and other things thereto belonging, the Lady o! the houte 

geth$Þaid with a loud voice, ſce how for_ctiull l am, I have let . 
lplaſKtcin my chamber, which ! mutt fetch, and fo role up iallily 
- Þnd Grew the cloth with all the meat upon it wit); her, 2nd all ite 
hudpuld V eti.ls and ſalts tell uyon tic ground: The Kuiglit waxes fo 
angry in heat, but tor thame dilicinbed before 168 vuctts,. and 
PneCouunand. d another clean cloth, and otiier meats 10 W Vu zi, 
thingand & joy and mirth, he taluted 1:15 Zucſts to cat and make g d 
here hear, nat by him they were all made merry, The eit Oi diener 
eretoCO1c, they vave all th-nks to ih Knigia, & tor, their leave & 
whogCepaitted every man tcwards his own u . pon the next Cay in 
e winning the Kniglit rofe early and went to) F Church and heard 
thouPervice, after winch le Wein ia Ease, aid (aid wity im Sir, 
ar Wpre you expert in Hloud-Ictling, in what vein $ 1 will detire von: 
K hefe faid du, I am expert in What vin 5 you can name ina mans 
1t ly. The KnigLt faic, | am well CONT, come with ine; and 


has wen he was (cue to lus ouſe, lie enucy inte his cube where 
lus 


he, what ſhall I do up ſo eatly, it is not yet nine of the Clock? 
Knight ſaid, You muſt riſe up for ybu muſt be letten blood $i, 
both ydur arms; ſhe ſaid I was never letten blood, and ſhall Jt 
bleec; then ſaid the Knight, That is truth, and therefure ye. 
a fol. kemember ye not à firſt ye hewed down my tree; 
another time ye killed my little hound, and yeſterday you ſhan 
me before all my friends and Parents: and the fourth is, 
I ſhould ſuffer you thus to go on, you ſhould for ever confe 
and ſhame me. The cauſe hereof I conſider, 4 you have il 
wild blood within your body, and therefore J will 5 the cc 

blood hall be drawn out F ye from henceforth fhall put me to 
more ſhame and anger, & ſo cauſed to be made a great fire: 
ſhe ſtood andcryed, and held up her hands towards en, & (aj 
My Lord, forgive my treſpaſſes, and have pity upon me att 
time, and I will never more offend cu. The Knight faid, Pa 
for no mercy, for the mercy 4 God hath wrought towards 
at this picſeut, is this, that except thou holdeſt out thine 
ſt=.iglit, I ſhall ſoon have thy - blood: and he ſaid alſo toi 
Bai ber, Smite hard, and make a deep hole in her arm, or elſe If 
give youa great ſtripe: then ſmote the Barber ſo ſore that the b 
came abundantly out, and the Knight would not futfer him 
- Ranch it, untill the time that ſhe changed her colour in her vil 
and this was done, he bad it be ſtoped, and willed the Ba 
to {mite the vein upon the other arm: Then the cryed wa 
loud voice, my fweet husband, I piay you have compaſiion 
me, for now I dy : The Kuight anſwered, Wite, you thay 
havethuught upon this before exe you had done to me tligle u 
evil tormems or deſpighis. Then ſhe held our her left arm, 
the Barber {note therein a great hole, F the blood cauie out ri; 
ugly, & he lutte ſed her to bleed, until the time y the colour of 

vilage was changed, and that ſhe ſounded: Then (aid the Kuj 
now bind her am and ftanch it, and laid unto her, Now go 
bed & Rudy and think, lzenceforth how you may auwnd your | 
cr elſe I ſhall da the blood of your heart: and as this was de 
he gave the Barber his reward, aud then he went again unto 
own houſe: and his Wite beiug under the hands ot her maids vi 
dead, was led to her bed; ſhe bade one of her Maidens goto I 
Mother in all liaſte, and lay that I deſire her to Colne fpcak 
me beiure I dy: The Mother when ſhe heard that, was glad 
de correction of her daughter, and came haitily to bet. W nen 
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k? Mano hter heard of her Mother, the ſaid, O iny ſweet Mother, I ain 
ood Bimoſt dead, for I have bled ſo much blood, tliat I believe | ſhall 
Ino eſcape the death. They anſwered the Mothet, (aid | not untco 
ye Mou that old meu are right curl aud fell? Will ye now love the 
© Mrieſt? She laid, the devil may the Prieſt confound and thame, I 
hamg/ill never love other but my husband. Then ſaid the Maſt-r 
„ Ito the Emperor, Lord, have ye underſtood me: And he anlwered 
nougiohr well, tor amongſt all other y ever 1 have heard, this was 
Wilthe beſt example. Thice evil deeds ſhe did unto her nusbind, & 
omg doubt not, but it the had done the fourth, the would have ſhainzd 
to Sin for ever. Then ſaid the Maſter, tizerefore 1 counſel your tut 
e: ou beware uf your Wrce, leſt it happen worſe to you, & appcars 
& ao nanifeſt.y in this example, it you put to death your only Son 
at Wor her words, you ſhall be deceived in the end, & lo for over ye 
„ Pahail repent it. The Emperor (aid, Truly Maſter this day my 


is on mall not dic. The Mafter laid, My Lord, I thaik you, 
e that 1or miue example and any ak: this day have fparcd your 


toy Son. 
1 The fifth Complaint of the Empreſs. 
| li. Empreſs hearing that the child was nat yet dead, forthwith 
apparelled her ſeif, and ſbe cauſed her wins & caris tobe in 
eadineſs, as though foe would h:oe gore home into ber 6x CoOunt'rey 
o her Father, for to have complained of the great ſhame that w1s done 
unio het, and yet could have 10 remedy thereof, The Servants ſes- 
ing that, went aud ſbewed to the Emfitror that the Empreſs was 
gong into her Countrey : when be perceived that, he went to her, 
, Whether die you going ? I hoped that ye hid loved me /o 
much, that mm al! the World you would have ſought 1 ſolace but 
if with we. 10 that ſhe ſaid, That 1s true, and theiefore Id from 
yon, for I bad rather hzar of your death, than io ſec you die: 
gf without doubt you delight ſo much to hear theſe Maſters, that it 
Hall happen to you, as it «id to Octavian the Emperor, the which 
$ was ſo covetous that the Noblemen of the Empire buricd him qu.ck, 
aN filed his mouth full of molten gold. The Emperor ſaid, Dear, 
Wife, de not ſo, that another time the blame to you and me might 
s vigh Le Ind. Then ſaid the Empreſs, truely, Sir, the blame is yours : 
to if for have you not promiſed me many times that your Son ſpould die, & 
k wi get be liveth * And therefore on hencefo1th I will na more be- 
nad ere you, Then ſaid the Emperor, It becometl; nat a King every 
nen 64u4e {ig b to diſcuſs without great advice, and eſpecially upou his 
wall den, en Whew 14 16 nt ne but upon deliberation, good —_ 
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aud adviſeineſs to paſs Fudgment, and therefore 1 ſay, and 
you, that you will tell me /omewlat by the which I may covergean 
Life, for it is the utter deſhu8ign of n King, without advice {wii 
un/iſcre ly to give Juag ment. She anſwered and 'aid, I will gig ban 
tell you a notable Example, ſo that from hencefor: h, ye will An 
cove!ous o Vefercous to hear the Maſters, and jo began to land 
in this form following, forr 
The fifth Example of the Empreſs. | his 
Ctar anus the Einperor, reigned in Rome right rich, anaſthe 
() vetous, and above all things he loved Gold: the Ci Nin 
of Rome all that time did much harm, and many great ounggS'< 
to other Nations, in ſo much that diverſe Nations & Regions wÞ"'?" 
moved and ſtirred againſt the Romans, In that time there Na. 


Maſter T, the w ex cll-d in Magick and other Scien 
aud other Mlaſtets: the Ciiicens prayed him that he by his * 
& cunning. would devite temcwairt Ly the winch they oft a 


Enemics might have warning & knowledge befoze hand, whe vi 
by that they might provide tor theinſelves the better. Heu! 
by his art and cunning a Tower, and above upon the Tower!“ 
caule to be ſet as maiy Images, as iu all the World were Rezi“ 
and Provinces: and in the miſt of the Tower, he let o be mf 
and let an Image which held in his hand an apple, or a 
round ball of Gold. And every Image of the Tower held in 
hand a little bell, and ſtood turning and looking towards his0 
Province to him aſſigned & as oſten times as any Province we 
ſtir and revel a2ainſt tae ius, fo otten turned nim to the lim 
Of the Land, & rung the bell: that hearing, the Citizens of R 
armed themlelves & ro ti.at Province halted with 211 their mi 
the lame to ſubdue: & lo taste was no land fo great. ü 
cuuiPwreak them upon pac Romans, & taetetore were thucy dread 
& feared over ail ine World. Ao 5 Maſter gi made fer 

ſolace and ecuiott ot tac por Penple, a lignt that always burn 4 
and by that light he made two Batus, the one 07 tnem nat, in 
Wiucit the poi Peopie might Bath & wach themſelves; and t 
other cold, in the wWuicn they migut tnemielves retreth, Berwy 
That iam ang tae Batns, ne made an image ſtinding, in wa 
fore- head was written, He that ſmitteth me, ſhall anviic lia ve ve 
gravce, The lnave ſtood there many years, & at F laſt there came 8 
Cietk, and he he neld the Image and read the writing, and though, 
in him elt, waar vengeative ne might tind therefore: 1 velieve bet 


Fit any man thould mite Thee, and that thou falleſt therewith toYz, 
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orten earth, he ſhall find ſome treaſure under thy feet, & therefore is) 
{vice writing, that no man ſhould have it. And the Clerk litt up his 


ll gihand, and gave the Image a great ſtioak, that it fell ro F ground: 
And anone che light was out, aud tne oaths were vanithed away, 
1 to Land lie found no trealure, The poor folks peggerving that, were al 


ſortow full, and laid bittet Curfes and complaitits upon him, that for 
his tingular covetouſnels had deſtroyed the Image, and had rubbed 
anadthem vt ſo great a ſolace and comtort, Hereatiier attembiel three 

ings, the which by the Romans had been oppretled, and uttered 
great wrongs, and went to take counſel with them ot their countel 
oe they might beſt be avenged ot the Romans: And ſome of them 
laid, We do labour in vain, tor as long as there ſtaudeth the Tower 
th tne Images, we cannot do any thing againſt them. 

At the Counſel aroſe up font Knights, and faid to the Kings, 
We have thong ona god remedy how ye ſhal deſtroy the Tower 
gy the Images:; and that tar to do aud bring about, we will our 
Dives fet to pledge if that you will be at the coſt, Then (aid 

ne Rings, Winnt colt tall we be at- They antwered, We mult have 
Your tunes of Gol, Then {ail the Kiivs, Take the Gold, and 
Fall your promiſ., and the Knights tobt the Gold, and went 
Powais Nome, 40d when that tiigy wire come thither in the night 
1thout gne Of the Cates, inthe ditch fill of water, they drown- 
d one of the tunes with the Gold in it, and another tune they 
rowacd by the lecond gate, and the third tune they drowned by 
ne third gate, and the tourth tune by the tourth gate they drown- 

: And when they had thus done, early in the morning They en- 
ered into the City, a! an huur con veiient, & as F Emperor went 
Iver to the Mart, they did him reverence as it behuved: F Emperoy 
ceiug them, demanded trom wlence they were, of what Sichere, 
c wnat irvicethey could do? And they an{wered, we ate ailvt tar 
Tounties, aud looth-fayers ſo pfet, that there is never a thing 

O privily & tecretly hid, but 4 we al find it out by our dreams, 
e have heard that ye labor and have pleaſure in ſuch things, 
nd tucretote we came unto you, to know if you hid need of dur 
ervice, Ine Emperor aid, I all prove you, and it it be fo that 
1 tind you true, you ſhall have of me great rewards and thanks. 
Tney laid, we a3k nothing tor our labours but the half deal of the 
wal God nicn by us mail be found. Ine Emperor ſaid, I ain vey 
K*. well content: and thus they had with tne Emperor many words, 
oft night waen the Emperor was going to bed, they ſaid to him, 

Diy Lord, it it plcale you, this nigat thall the eldeſt of us (er his 
cunning 
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cunning à work; and dream, yhe third day be ſhall ſhew 
Dream, and what it ſiguifieth The Emparor ſaid, , gpig ods | 
And they went forth with great gladneſs, and all this * 
paſſed over wich gieat joy and mitth, upun truſt they ſhau 
to a good pumpaſe. Mis the third day was come, they ente 
uno the Emperor: the fu ſt of tnem ſaid. My Lord, pleaſe it 
to ga with us ut one of the gates of the City, & I Mal & 
Where there is a tun full of Gold hid The Emperor ſaid, I 
go with you. and fer it it be true that you ſay. And when 
. were come to the place they drew out the tun rnat they betoret 
had put. The Eu peror when he ſaw that was glad, and g. 
thein their part. Then ſaid the ſecond Dreamer, My Lord, . C 
night ſhall I dream. Then the Emperor ſaid, God give youg i 
goed dream, The next night came, & he took out tne otner tu 
gave it to tlie Emperor, and took allo his ſhare. In like manner 
the thixd & the fourth : upon the which the Exnperor was out of 
meaſuie joyous and glad, and ſaid, He had not [cen heretofore ſu 
true and expert ſootn ſayeis aud dreamers as they were. Thenla 
they altogether at once, as it had been out of d mouth: My L 
we ha ve one atter another dreamed the which as ye have ſeen, u 
be all proved: but now if it pleaſe you, that w2 may dream 
together this night, we truit 3 to us ſball be ſhewed where we ft 
find a great quantity & ſubſtance of Gold and of Riches. 
Emperor ſaid. God give you a good dream, which to me & to y« 
may be profitable. One the next morrow they cane again ut 
the .Empervr, and ſaid unto him with countenances full of x 
aud gladneſs, My Lord, we bring good and proſitable tyding 
for this night in our ſleeps, ſuch & ſo great a trealure is to us the 
ed, & whuch if you will ſuffer it to be ſought, you ſhall be ſo 
enriched that in this world ſhall be none like unto you. The E 
— laid, where ſhould we find treaſure? They laid, under 
nundation of the Tower that the Images ftand upon. The 
peror auſwered, Gnd defend, that I ſhould for love of Gold deft 
the Tower with the Images, whetewith we trom our enemies 
defended and warned. They ſaid tv him again, My Loid, ha 
you found us in dur ſayings otherwi.e than true and righttull 
he Emperor ſaid, Nay; On Lord, [aid they, We with our © 
hands ſhall give out the Gold without hurting the Tower cr ti 
Images, And it is expedient, that ſecretly ia the night by us! 
be done, for dread of retost and concourle of the People, leſt th 
it ſhould run in the naiſe & clainars et them, and allo _ 


Pn 


— , . ᷣ , 7 3232 4 


ae * 


The Steen Wilt Moftert. _— 
net take tha — Gold'away ftom you and us. The Em- 
peror laid, go in the Name of God aid do your be as you will 
n can. and | ſhall to morrow early come to you. Then went 
they with joy and gladneſa, and in the night they were ler into F 
Tower, & then with great haſte and diligence, they underminded 
it, & vn the next day very earl in the morning, they mounted u- 
eos their hatſes. and rod again towards tneir own Countrey 
with great joy and glory. And erc they came withbut the 
hr of Rowe, th: Tower fell down on the morning entuin 
When it was fallen, & the Senators it perceived, they — 
y greatly, and there was a great bewailing throughout all the 
City, and they went unto the Emperor, and ſaid, Lord Bw ma 
it be that this Tower is this fallen, Ly rhe which we have alwa . 
had warning afore of our enemies: He anſwered and faid, T9 — 
— tour alle deceivers, and teigned themſelves to 90 ſooth- 
* and that they could fin I ttea ure in the ground: & the 
aid, [har under tne foundation of the Tower was hidden an — 
numeravie ſume ff Gold, tne which they ſhould und-rinine ut 
hurting of the Tower of Lnages, and | gave faith to then, & tne 
hive deceived me. They aniwered him, Ye have coveted ſo — 
— for your unlatiate covetouſnels we [hall all be deſtroyed: 
| — — ——— _ _ upon your [elf : they took and 
itol, and laid him on tis back, aud poured hi 
mouth full ot molten Gold, ſaying ro hi | — 
3 and therefore ye thall drink Gold: and — — — 
un quick. Not long aſter that, came the inſt r 
Romans, and overcaine and deſtroyed them Al. Ther did = 
—_— 3 ws . [* my Lord, t nis — wel 
a A aid right w Ineu (ai ; 
_ lmages, is your Body witn five Wits: 5 
* there is none [7 hardie to truuble or make War u - 
_ apy ycur people: that hath your Son right at's — 
— with the ſeven Wile Maſters, aud with tiieir fall; N. 5 
_— ot fadles, {eek how they may deſtroy you, tor pry 
: ch cuvetous to hear and incline to tuem, i C — thee whe 
all underinine yo n 
r you, and caſt you under ſoot, and bring you te 
— . 0 lie Images ate your five Wits, that be all 15 And 
. 
Ane outain i 
ee. laid, ye have tecited t me — E 
5 to me as ic did with d Tower, but ny = 
| & 
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rſt this day ſhall taſte the birterneſs of death. To whom + 
Emprets ſaid, it ye do ſo. ye ſhall ſpecd well and live long. U 
5 {ame day he commanded him to be led to hanging: & ashe 
led towards the gallows, came riding againſt him upon an hay 
the fifth Maſter, towards 5 Palace and came before the Emperg 
and ſaluted him with all teverehce, but he deſpiſed his {alutatic 
and put him in fear of his life. And the Maſter (aid unto the Eg 
peror, My Lord, I have not derlerved ſo to die, and for to deſp 
my ſalutation, it is not for your honor: for your Son hath not 
us been of ſuch condition, as ye repute him, as ye in ſhort tir 
ſhall find: aud that he ſpeaketh not, it is of his great Wiidom: & 45 
know ye, that he ſhall well {peak as his time cometh, though that 
he now ſpeaketh not, as you in ſhort time ſhall hear. But fois, 
much as chat he would have ſhamed your Wife, that believe u 
tor ſo wiſc a man as he is, would never attempt 10 ſhamemlg | 
deed, and if ye put him to death for your Wifes words, ye thal 
not elcape without ſhame and vengeance, like as 17 ports lvapeþ | 
not without vengeance for the death of Gates his Cl, Tie = 
Emperor faid, That would I fain hear and underſtand, Tha | 
{laid the Maſter, what would it avail ine to tell you this Nartatia 
} 

4 


tor your profit, it in the mean ſeaſon your lon ſhajl die: W heretor 
it ye will call again your Son, it ſhall be diſcovered at your ples 
tute, and after do as ye think beſt. The Emperor bade call 2 
gain his Sou, and ſet him in prilon, and then began the Maita 
to tell Gn this manner, as hereaſtet tollpwetin. 
The Example of the fifth Maſter. 
IR there was a famous Phykcian named Ippocras, right} 
cunning, the which excelled all oer mm Learnang and Science, 
he bad with him his Nephew, or Miuſman, that was called Galienus 
the which he loved fo much, This Galienus was of an excillent Vn, 
aud applyed all his mind and wit to learn of hig Uncie the Science 
of Phyfick. When Ippocras perceived that, in as much as he could, 
be bid from him his cumung fearing that he ſhould ec him in that 
knowleage, for the great Wit that he was of. As Galienus ſaw this, 
he ſtudied aud eatreſſed inſomuct that in ſp91 t time he had perfe@ cun- 
n in Phyſick, for the which Ippocras envyed him much. It ps 
Pened upon a time thereafter that the King of Hungary ſent his 
Me eng er unto Ippocras, that he ſhould come unto ham for to cure 
his Son. Ippoctas excu/ed himſelf, aud would not go, but ſent his 
Couſm Galieuus with bis Letters of excuſe for his not coming. And 
when Galienus was come before the King, be was right worſhip fully 
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received &they marvlled why that Ippoctas would not come, He cc 
ed him ſaying, That he bad many great things t9 do: and he mig ht nat 
come, but he hath ſent me in his flead, and with the help of God, I 

ail make whele the Chili, that pleaſgd very well the King. (Jalicnus 
went to the Child, and when he had his Urine, and touched his 
pulſes, he ſaid to the Queen, O exgellent Princeſs, I pray you her & 
ufer my words,and teil me who 1s the Father of this hilt ſhe ſaid,who 
ſhould be his Father, bui my Lord the King ? Galienus jan, [ aw 
ſure he is not the Father, She anſwered, if you ſay that for a truth 
I fall cauſe your herd to be ſmote of, He anſwered, I ſay once a- 
gain, that th King is not che Father, and I am not therefore come 
hither to loſe my head, for I have not deſerved am ſuch reward, & 
ſo was going his way, The Qucen {pake, O good Maſter Galienus 
if ye vil keer 17 jeeve?, aud not diſcover me, I ſoa! ber and open 
unto yore my vent. The A fer ſudgGod defend that from mr, that 
T to any rerſm fſboutd bow it, and therefore O noble Queen, ſuew it 

'Uy to mc, for it ſbail never paſs my mouth, an afterwards Il 
erſc avd make your Son whole, S'e ſaid, If ye do that, ye hal have 
a good reward of me, and har therefore what I fball ſav. By for- 
ture I came fith.y to my Lova the King of Burgundy, aud he was 
* lo» g conver/ant with me, that this Child ty hm I] bare, Then 
ſad the M, Ferr ye not, I knew that it was [0 before, Au anon be 
& ave the Child Mcticines and compounded things wheveaf to eat ant 
drink, aud the Chili was eaſed of his infirant y. An! when as the 
Kirg heard, that (be Child was cured and recovered of bis nc Ene, he 
gare unto the Miſter a good reward, but of the Queen he ſecretly 
recervea a gent Ait, aud ſpeciall thanks, and ſ went his wiv, And 
when that e was come home, Ippocras his MHiſter demanded of him 
ſaying, Hive ye behd4{ tle Cu? Aid be ſaid, Jean. Theu asked he 
him what he ud. him, either compounged or uirampounded things? 
Then ſaid Ippucias, that Woman of the Child is not true ber buſ= 
band, That is truth ſud Gumus, Then Ippocras wis moved with 
envy, and thought in himſelf, if there be not found a ren-dy, my 
Science. ſo til be 1.0 move ſet by, but he ſball be named and praiſed at ve 
me, Aud from that day fo u be bet bought him, and adviſed hohe 
might ſiay him, Upon a diy Ippocras called him, and ſaid, Come, go 
wiihme1o ſcek and gather herbs im the Girden. To whom he Jaid 


After, I am ready, aui when they were come into the garden, lp- 
pocias ſz, 1 f ul that ths ber 1s right vertuous, ſtoop down ant 
gather me of it, Ani Gulicnus did ſo: and as they went about the 
ren, Jaid Ippocras, Now I well perceive the ode of this 


herb, 
that 
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that it is better and more precious than Gold, 2 fee tou 
to the ground, and draw him out with the root, for it is muc 


"+ | pine! 
dem = 
Galienus ond down h1nſelfuo pull out the Hei h, and Ippocras yin, Mats 


out hrs knife and killed hi er that, Ippocras fell fick ode — — if 
that the ſirergth of his ho led him, and did as much as won d 

belp bini/elf, tut that could not be: and as the Scholars and Nou 
—.— of it, #hey went baſtily unto him, and did ail that they — la 
h4oxld 4: for the prof oft of bis health, but it availed them not hing. ar 

When — this pe ceived, be [aid unto the Scholars, go fetch} wel 
we agreat tun and fill. it full to the brim with Vater: and when The 
bad fo done, be ſaid unto them, make therein an hundred holes, uni] the 
when that was alſo done, there went none of the water out, Tha 
ſaid Ippocras, Eehold wy moſt dear D.ſcijles, how that the Keygeany 
of God is 3 u po nie, as you may openly fee, for m this tan are nn 

nared holes, i yet goeth not thereout ary drop : R bt ſo then 
gometh 1.0 vertue 2 of the Herbs to hel — and theefore what 
do unto me helpeth not, for I muſt die. Bu t my dear Chilaren, if my 
Nephiw Galienus were vow alive, he could heal me, whom I haw 
flarn, and that grieveth me ſore, and there _ the lergeance of Gol 
cometh upon me: And this ſaid, he turned him 10 the Wall, aud gu 
7 the Ghoſt, Then ſaid 192 Maſter unto the Emperor, hy Lora, uw 

erflandye well what 1 have ſaid? Ile anſwered, Tea, right well: what 
burt had it been to bim 1 f Galienus had lived? 

The Maſter anſwercd it had bcen rig hi good for Tppocras at that 
teme, bad be not dyed, and therefore by right wiſe 2. of Go 
his Medicine availed him not, and ther. fore 1 need to you that it ſoall 
2 worſe to you, if Ft bat you put to death your Son for the works 
of your Wife, who in time 2 neceſſity ſpall aſhſt and more Jon, 
Aud conficer ye not, that ye have ofi the firſt W.fe ved. ed this Wih, 
that ye now have, and ſo ye m third and fourth, and neter ſoal 
ve have of am of them ſuch a Son, that Pall keep and ſave you fr m 
eri. The r” ſaid, truly be ſball not die. 

Den ſaid the Maſter, then do je that which bath becomes the Wiſd 
of your Nears, and the Royalty 4 your — and I commend yo. 
So, and I thank you 152 ou — is day for me ſpared your 5 

. | #ha Emperor ſaid, I mark this well, that wen are crafty and ſubt 

Were I will not fer you, Tut for my ſelf ſave him, 
T The fixth Complaint of the Empreſs. 


Hen as the Emprels had knowledge thereof, the ſhewed 
. ſelf ſo froward and impatient a body, that all that la 


; hot heard her, Wondred, and laid to the ct 
Pp 
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I pineth away her ſelf, as though ſhe would ihortly die. Tize Emp- 
cor hearing thereof, went to her aud ſaid, wheretore( go02d Lady ) | 
übe ye lo impatient? ſheanſwered, laying, O Lord, how ſhould 1 

rep hold it ia when I am the only Daughter of a King and your 

IL Wife, and in your company Lhave had a great deſpice aud thaine, 


Ind continually you have promiſed me to puniſh him, but yet 
Jou perform it rot. The Emperor ſaid, I wot not what I ſhal do: 
1 


labour from day to day to have iny Son put to death, and the 

Maſters labour to ſave his Lite: and amougſt all thele, I know 

teh} well that he is my Son, but where the Truth is, that I know not. 

gl Then ſaid the, This is the cauſe whereof I complain that ye believe 

lf the Maſters more then ye do me, and therefore it ſhall happen re 

I you, as it did to a King with his Steward. 

wh Then ſaid the Emperor, tell me that Example, perad venture ic 

may move me the ſooner to put my Son to death. She (aid, gladly 

en} bur I pray you give attention to waat I ſhall ſay, and begin te 

f tell, as hercafter entucth. 

Mp The pxih Example of the Empreſs. 

ave Here was a King moſt proud and deforined in his Viſage, in 

720 ſuch wile, hat all women kated him. This King thought to 

a} deſtroy all Rome, aud to take and carry away the Bodies of Pater 

uw and Paul : Who while he was in this mind, called to him inis Stew. 

bat} ard, that was right ſecret with him of his privy Counſel, and laid 
to him, go and leck a fair woman, that this night may ſloey 

baj with me. Ihe Steward anlwered, My Lord ye Know wel! yuur in- 

od} Krmity and dileaſe, and that no Woman will do evil without 

all} a great ſuine of money. Tne King faid, think you that for 

va} my money I will want one? Have I not Gold aud Silver endugi? 

on} tnough it were a thouland Florents, I would it glally give. Tae 
Steward Heating that, Was an one ſulitten with covetoilils, a 
went to his own Wite, which was right fair and chaſte, and 
of good kindred, and laid to her, O ny o Wite, ay Lord de- 
ſuein and coveteth, tot to ilcep With a tair and beautiful Woman, 
aud will not forocar it, tnougu that the would 23k 07 him a thon- 
land Florents, aud hatn commanded me to provide him one, And 
tnetetate | coun el you, that ye ta us get that mer. Tone Wire 
ſaid, Were it lo that tae King were 186 tv proud allo full of Vit- 
aye, yet would 1 not to Lat evil COIMent, ror w1n2 ſin 4g4in(t (321, 
Ine Steward laid, | connlel and co.amani you, 414 pronile you | 
that without ye counſent to ine heicin, you mal never herex der 
have good day with me: neuing tau, tre ned, 
in lo much that for tear ſhe eonſerined ume Mul. - Tom 


— — 
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! The Steward then went to the King, and ſaid, Sir, L have fe great 


out a fair Woman, and ſhe is come of a very good houſe, waich wit 4 
not leſs have then a thouſand Florems: And in the evening f ( for 
mall come, and early in the Morning the muſt away, that the Mine 


not ſeen of the People. The King auſwered and (aid, I ar 


well contented. When the night was come, the Steward þ * 
his Wife to the Kings bed, and made faſt the door, and ſo went hi whe ( 


way: early in the Morning the Steward arole, and went to the behe 
King, and ſaid, My Lord, it will be day witliin a while, it is 200] the | 

thar you perform your promile, and let the woman go: The King ter 
ſaid, this Woman plealeth me ſo Well, that ſv ſoot the thall na and 

depart fromme. When he heard that, he departed thence al 42 
ſory, aud rarried but a while: and cavie to the King again, andf hav 
ſaid; My Lord the Morning is come: therefore let the Womal the 
go as I have promiſed her, leſt ſhe be aihamed. The Kiug laid] alle, 
yer ſhall ſhe not gu from me. and theretore go out and ſhut the dom] aſla 
again. The Steward right {orrowtul departed: and went up and all 
down with an heavy and angry heart, till that the fair and chr can 
day appeared, and then he entred again into the Chamber, ad | tat 
ſaid, My Lord, it is clearly day, ſuſter the Woman to depart, that | row 
ſhe Le nut therewith athamed. The King anſwered, I ſay to yon] Cir 
- of a truth, ſhe ſhall not yer depart, tor her company is to mel in: 
right pleaſing and accepuble, The Steward hearing that, could} you 
no longer forbear to hold his own covntel, but ſaid to the King | bai, 
O my good and gracious Lo1d, I beſeecli you ſuſler her to depan,} my 
for it is mine own Wite, The King hearing that, laid to him all 
Open the window: and when it was open, Lhe [air and bright day} nc? 
appeared, and he beheld the Woman right fair and goodly, and per- | the 
cti ved that it was the Wife of the Steward, and laid to lum x 
Oh, thou ſtain to man hond, and ſhame to thy Creation : why haſt ut! 
thou forſo little money, ſhamed and undone thy tair and good} ha 
Wife, and haſt delivered her unto me unwitting : Therefore Haſte I of 
tliee, and pet rhee gone out of my Realm, aud never more here- | bo 
after cone in my light: tor from hencetorth if ever 1 may fee ar 
rhee, thou ſhall die the moſt ſhametull aud horrible death that] th 
Can be imagined, When the Steward hcard that, he fled his way I tt: 
and dur ſt not abide, and was never lu hardy any more to come ins | te 
tothe Realm. And the King kept that Waite all his lifetime in it 
gicat honour, and gave to her plemy of all things that to her f th 
beloved and appertained, All 
After that, the Kiug cauſed' to be gathuecd and aſſembled a 
great 


) 
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and mighty army of puiſſant men of war, and ſo he went to 
Mie City of Kowme wit great might, and belieged the City on all 
des, ſo long, untill the Romans would have deaveried to him 
( for to have departed and withdrawn himſ-lt frow tende) 
the bodies of the holy Apoſtles, Pete and Paul. 

Then there was in the City ſeven Wile Maſters, as ye have now 
by the cowfel of whomall the City was guided and governed. And 
the Citizens came to them and laid, woat thall we now do? jt 
behoverh us that we give unto our deadly enemies the b-dirs of 
the holy Apoſttes, or elle the City. Then ant wered the bitt at 
ter, I all wich wy wiſdom and cunning this day ave this City 


ad] your tellows betore you had done, 1 ici an wergd the laiter, . & 
aid, Be of good ccintort and tear not: for t morrow | allt 


mf all his puinlance and might thall fly away aud leave tic ewe, Ilie 
ay] next day the King made and gave a great alla 't wit tie Ct y 
- then went the Matter and cloatitcd hinielt in 4 nt vellous fta e 
m Neſtute, having therein the Feathers or Tails i b Cocks, 41 d 
R | other touls ot diveffe COLUIS, and took two brig nt nds, in tas h 
land ove, and went therewith, and ſtobd upun tue lige, tour 
te ol all the City, and began to niove and turn, ag thew lavilclt C2 
e- bout on all parts towaids the hull, fo that they al wiyht behel! 
& | and ice lum: and he beld in his mouth thi wo il words 
a | that marvellouily thined, they without the Kings hot Lrholdin 

y | that, laid unto nim, O King, benold upon Ui geit uf yondur 
kg iewers a woludertull thing, Yea, quoth hie, I [ce it it Wells 
ait is marvelluus, but what it is, 1 know not. Lucy lay, It is 
r | the God of Cluiſtian folk, that is cone our oi heaven to ilay 
and Geltroy us With his wo [words we any longer abide, 
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\ Oietinge there Was an or Ot Rome e Fe 
D whom he loved 985 den ln theſame City there was 
net Kni 28 5 wages a fait young Vi ite, ** above all other 
ngs He 10v ou do the Emprels;, Fe Lady could fing right 
Eh and melodicafily, and with ſuch [weernes, that mapy drevv 49 , 
cher and detired het company. It befell on a ſcaſun as the (are 
het houlc her Vilage'turned into rhe ſtreet, tliat the S lee 
an that walk by, and began ſ w eetly to ſing, tat all folk delight- 
{ro hear her, By chance came that way a Knight ofthe Empe- 
us Court, thatheard her voice, and behvlging her with a willing 
und, and attentive ear, he was exce-dingly taken i in her love; & 
jen entring inte her houſe, fell into communi_ativn and talk: with 
greatly, but c. ell of love: and ai mongſt all other talk he de- 
nded of her What he ſhould give. unto her tg {leep by her fide 
de night: She anſwered him, one hundted Florens. Then ſaid 
Knight, tell me Ihen 1 hall came and I (hall give you an. 
undted Florents. Sir Knig ht, quath ſhe, when I have; convenient 
une I hall ſend for you. The ley tay the ſung again, in the lame 
ice, & it fortuned 5 ſecond Knight of 5 Emperors Conta come 
that fame way, the which likewiſe was {initten in her love: and 
alſy promilcd her an hundred Flogents: to. whom alfo ſhe pro- 
piles 19 thew hin a time provide, Ine third day alſo there came 
her a Kuight, and he in like wanner was taken in her love: ;to 
im likewile the counted. & he p-Guiſed het an hundred Flozents, 
that ſhe would give him know ledge of the une, which ſhe alſo 
* Theſe diuce Knigſiis having (© lecretly {ſpoken with the 
widgaCy, that none ut chen had any knowledge-ot angthers comin 
Me her.. Now. tne Lady that was thus malicigus and deceit 5 
me to ner husband, and (aid, Sit, I have a ſceret matter to he 
no you, Wneiein if you will follow | iny counſel, our neceſſity I. ; 
eny ye nay largelyrelieye, Thea, 52 Konig replyed, te/lig, 
ary 5 and L will keep it 4 ſecret my lift a0 Pail to the ia 
we 4 


> 
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molt of my power.. She anſwered and ſaid, Three Knights of 

Emperots Court have been with me of late, and another, in fu 

wile, that not one of them knoweth of anothers counſel, and a N 

Knight hath offered me an hundred Florenms. Might we t vi} 

hundred Florents get, and no man have knowledge thereof, ſpoſ 

it not be tous help, and our poverty be well relieyed 5 

Then ſaid the Knight, forſooth yes, and therefore whatſoever yell... 

ſhail counlel me ro do, I ſhall muſt willingly 'perferm : thenlg oh 

ſhe, Thus do I give you counſel, that when thcſe Knights M.. 

come with their Florents, you ſhall ſtand behind the gate, wi 

your ſword drawn in your hand, aud as they come (being 

they come one after another) you ſhall ſlay them, and ſo weft LF 

have thoſe three hundred Florents that they bring, without Mm 

mans knowledge thereof, The Knight anſwered, O my Leſt ben ver 

ed wiie, I fear that tliis evil cannot Le hid, and then we ſh 

therefoie ſufter death, if that it were known, She anſwered &fal 

I tail this work begin, and I ſhall thereof make a good end, x 

fear it not. When rhe Knight ſaw that ſhe was ſo hardy, 

| cauſed him to be F wore hold : then the ſent for 5 firſt Kuight, 

he cane io her anone without any tarrying to the gate and xnodefhe 

and ſhe asked if he had brought the hundred Florents. Her 

ſwered and (aid, Yea, I bave brought them with me. Tha ;.. 

led him in, aud he had no ſooner entred, but her husband muh 

Him. Imuiediatly after came the ſecond Knight, and in like math 1; 

ner was lain: Aud not long after that came the third Knighk ge 

whom he alſo tlew : and having finiſtted the burchery, they 

veyed their nwthered bodies into 2 fecict chamber tit for & 

inpoſe. When they had thus done, ti» Knight (aid unto 

Loch, O Lear Wife, if that theſe dead bodies mould be found $ 

us, we ſhall die the moſt ſnameful death that can be imagiued 

for it is not poſlible but that theſe three Knights will be micha 

in the Emperors court, and great \earch and incuifirion will 

made for them throughout all this City, where they are becom 

She anſwered and ſaid, Sir, I have now this work begun, and wh 
therefore make a good end, fear it not as I have ſaid Letore, 

Lady had a brother, the which had the gove:nmen of f 

wealth ot the City, that ou the nights watched in the ſticets w 


; 


vu 


his tellows: ſhe ſtocd at her gate, and called unto her bxot 
and ſaid unto him, O my beſt beloved brother, I have a ſectet nber 
tet the which I would make known unto you, and therefore can ! 
iu wich me, aud 1 will relate it unto you. And when that he Mity. 
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«ed. into the houſe, the Lady received him friendly, and gave 
in wine to drink, and laid, My beloved brother, This is the cauſs 
ar | have called you, for I have much herd of your cuuulel, The 
her anſwered, and (aid, [pcak it boldly untu me, and W natſo- 
A may do, to my pow, that ſhall be at your deſite without 
ning. Thcu (aid ſne unto him, Yeſterday came a Kuight in 
r ed Fiendubip, but aiterwards he fell into ſuch words and variance 
n 8 th my husband, tat he flew him, & he lyeth her in my chams 
Mg: Now my dear brother, we have no man tnat we may put truſt 
W ut only you, & if this dead body be found in our houſe, we ſhall 
put to death. Now the made mention but ot one. Her bros 
ci ſaid unto her, Deliver him unto me in 2 (ack, and I ſhall bear 
im to the Sea, Sic heating that, was full glad thereof, and de- 
MF vered umo him the body ot the firſt Knight : he took it and 
ent withall a good ſpace, and ' caſt him therein. And as ſoon 
& tis was done, he Calne again” un? his liſter, and ſai unts 
t, Give mne now of the beſt wine for you ate of him quit. 
Ind ſhe gave him thanks, and went unto her chamber, as though 
e nad gone for Wine, and began to cry out with a loud voice, 
Aue Kg ht that Was caſt iuto the Sea is come again. As her bro- 
te Wer heatu that, he wondied ſore, aud laid, Give me him, I ſball ſee 
ie will Lie again, and took the body of the ſecond Kuight ( ſup- 
eoling main lad bun the body ot the fuſt Knight) and weir 
MS tic Sca, and with a great ſtone he drowned him therein. That 
SY. ne, he Went again £2 Ls Siſters houle, and (aid; Now fill me 
ya cup of good wine: fur I have drowned him ſo deep, chat 
J {ball vever come again. Then ſaid the, thauks be to God, & 
ent again to her Chamber, and teigned her to fetch wine, and 
nd y ed with a loud voice, alace, wo be to me, he is riſen again, and 
iu due Cut of ihe Sta. Aud as ner brother heard that, with a great 
mp vel laid, What devils tis Knight that I have caſt into the 
Hh ater, and yet notwithftangiug he is come again? Deliver him 
one Lic turd time, and I thail Ike it he will cone again, Then 
de gave to uim tic third Knight, Which he did betore believe 

ad bci the firſt, and ent without the City to a great Forieft, 
d n,ace 2 great fite to caſt the Knight therein: and when he 
as aln;oſt burnt, the brother went thence a little diſtance to do 
omas need. Then cause there a Knight that was to ride to the City, 
m bere in tlie uorning they ſhould have a Touney and Juſting: 
Sud it was cold weatuer aud cark, aud he was not far tom c 
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ed from his horſe aud warned him. The watchman came x 
unto him, W hat art thou? The Knight ſaid, Iam a gentle K 
Ihen ſpake the Watchman and ſaid, thou art no night, by 
devil, tor I firſt caſt thee imo the Water, the ſecond time wi 
t ſtone 1 drow ned thee, and the third time I have put 4 
In this fire, ſuppoſing thou hadſt been burnt, and yet thou u 
Here: and then he took the Knight with his horſe and 
them both into the fire. After that he went again unto his {i 
and told what had hapned to him, and ſaid, Now Uring 
of rhe beſt wine, for after that I had burnt him, I found him 
with a horſe. and I have caſt them both into the fire and by ti 
fi ſter perceived well y he had burnt a Knight of the Tourni 
anon brought him ef the wine ' abundantly, and aſter 
well drunken he went thence. Not long time after there | 
reat debate and contention betwixt the Knight and his Wie 

ch wile, that he ſmote her, ſo that ſhe had Indignation than! 
and waxed angry, and ſaid, that many might hear, O 
wilt-thou kill me as thou haft done the three Knights off 
perors? Certain men heating that, laid hands on them, & bio 
them before the Emperor, and the woman confeſſed that la 
band had ſlain three Knights of the Emperors, and how ty 
From them three hundred Florents. And it was thus in 
found, both were drawn at a horſe · tail, and hanged upon a gall 
Ihen faid the Maſter unto the Emperor, have you unde 
What 1 have laid? He anſwered, right well. I lay for 

that wife was the worft Woman that might be of all we 
For firſt ſhe moved and ſtirred him up to murther, and afte 
diſcovered him. The Mafter anſwered and ſaid, without 
St ſhall. happen unto you worſe, if you put your Son to 
by the advice of your wife, The Emperor (aid, My Son 
not die this day, The Mafter hearing that, gave thanks 


the Emperor, and took leave and went his way. ris 
_» The ſeventh Complaint of the Empreſs. La 

X 7 Hen the Empreſs heard that the Son of the Emperor ſhc 

| yet living, as a mad woman ſhe ran to the Emperor, 8 
ing and crying, ſaying, Oh unhappy woman. Alace, what H 7!” 


I ao? I muſt needs ſlay my ſelf that am fo athamed, and no pu = 
ment thereupon done. The Emperor anſwered, God defend! th 
you thuuld have mind on ſuch wicked derd, but ſuffer a whil 


| vou ſhall have a goud end of yuur caule, She am weicd, Si, ” 


. 


k 


L 


he 


1 


b 


= 


52 
8 22 
Paſuſion. The Emperor ſaid leave off ſuch talk. She (aid, Lord, 


— 
* 
mexainple, Aud the Empreſs began to tell of thisas hereafter fol- 
f ad 
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wall be evil: for of that ſhall follow ro you and men 


t ſhall come to you and your Sou, as it happened unto a King & 
> his Steward. I pray you tell me that Example. Sne laid, L will 
ladly. tell it, bet | fear that yuu will near me no more: for the 
gert day theſeverth Maſter (hal ipzak, and ſave your Son from 
death, as the other fix of his {cllows have doue, and the next 
y after that, your Son thall ſpeak : ot thieſe words you hall haye 
nd rake ſuch joy and delectativn, that tlie love berwixt us ſhal be 


th uy forgotten and waſhed away, Ihe: Emperor ſaid, That is 
npollble 


to be, for 1 ſhall never forget your love. 
Then ſaid ſhe, O my beſt beloved Lord, if it pleaſe you, I will 
ell you one example, by the which you ſhall beware of inany 
urils to come, and gſpecially of your accurſed Son, who intend- 
th io deſtroy me by his Maſters. The Emperor (aid, Tell on your 


weth. ä | 

; The ſeventh Example of the Empreſs. | 
Here was ſometimes a Kin which loved his wife above all 
things, inſumuch that he cluled her in a ſtrong Caſtle, and 
e bare the keyes of the Caſtle himielf: the Lady was therefore 


right heavy aud comſortleſs. Now in far Countries there, was 2 
valiant Knight, the which ona time lying an his bed, dreamed 


after this manner, He thought verily that he ſaw one of the faireſt 


queens y ever mans eye migit behold, whoſe love above all other 
vomen he defired to obtain, and if , he might ſeg her walkin 


Ihe ſhould certainly have ſome knowledge of het, by whoin towar 


him great triendihip and honour ſhould come. To the queen the 
ſame night by viſion of the ſaid Knight, the like was alſo ſtraight- 
ly ſhewed, and as yet they had not any knowledge nt each othe 
neither of name nor yet of fame. When the Knight had thus 


| dreamed and leen (as he thought) a muſt vertuous and coinely 


Lady in his ſleep, he then deterinined in his mind, that his toot 
ſhould take no reſt, until the time that he had found out 5 Lady, 
that to him in his {leep ſcemed ſo glorious: And having taken 
his horſe and with him all that was neceſſary for his jPurney, he 


chen travelled throughout diverſe Regions, Cuuntreys aud King- 
1 doms, ſo long, untill at laſt he came unto the lame Land where 


this aforctaid Queen was by her jealous husband incloſed, and 
kept in a ſtrong Caſtle. And when this laid Knight was come iuto 
the ſaid City, aud having for a certain ſcaſon ulgeig ſojourged 

| ic 
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it fo fell out, that upon a day asthe Knight walked by the 
(and knew. not as then that the Qucen vas therein kept 
vas at a time ſittiug iu a window, to behold and ſee the N 
paſſing by, and amongſt all others, ſhe eſpyed tue Knight & N 
ve ſpake of, and knew him to he the ſame man, uf whom ſhe 
dreamed beforc, and the Knight by chance lifted up his Eyes & 
ceived the Lady firtingin F widow, and anon his mind gave 
that it was ſhe of whom he had dreamed, & ſhe began to — a 
. of love, And as he heard that he was then taken with her loy 
Knight from henceforth daily went and walked about the C 
benolding it all over, to eſpy F if auy manner of way he might 
In, to declare the ſecret ot his mind to her. Then 5 Lady perce 
that, ſhe preſently indited a Letter, and ſecretly conveyed ity 
him from 5 caſcmear of her chamber window. And when he 
peruſed over her letter, and underſtanding the willo: the Lady 
Without any delay began to haunt juſts and Turnaments, ard 
didiperto in ſo many great & marvellous acts & tne fame of! 
came ta the ears of tne King. Aud as ſoon as the King heard ii 
ol, he Tent a tier nim, and laid unto him, Sr Knight, | havens, 
that you have got much honor at our Juſts & Turnament, whe 
fore if it will pleaſe you to abide here, & dwelt with us,we 
iveyou large gifts antrewards. Tne Knight anſwer-d and 
© right mignty F ince, I ain your fervant ; would to God 
could do any lervice F might be pleaſing to your ma gnifice 
- withour taking uf any reward, lave one thing vctore all other] 
Fire. Tue King (aid unto him, ſhew it unto me boldly 
thing that is, the Knight an'wered,my Lord ſ-eing it hath ple 
your moſt excellent Mayſty to take me tor your ſervant, and 
of your moſt grave council, it naw ſce.neth umo me to be 
| icurtor both our delights, that I had a place nigh unto F 
ot the Caſtle that I at all times might be tne more ready at 
calling, when you have need. The Rin anſwered and ſaid, 1e 
ſent unto you, make it as you ſhall chiok beſt, Then 5 King call 
many workinen to be brought before him: having fo 2 
chooſed out certain men fit Sr his purpole. & cauled thein to þ 
a fair lodgiug near unto the walls of the tower, and all this ba 
finithed, he made a covenant with one of the wowrkinen (whom 
thought; ſiteſt for i purpoſe)to make Hut of his nouſe a fectet v 
to the Queens lodging: And when this was fini hed according to 
de ſire, he then killed the workinan, b<caule ne ſhould not make 
known unto any. And having rhus dune, he went in unto 
Queen, and did her revercuce, tor it did become hun lo to do 


. 


%. 
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the Of they diſ-ourſed of many matters; and having-thus paſſed away the 
kept I day, & the night drawing on, he then deſued } he might ileep by 
he ener one nigar our the oftentimes did deny him. ye! neverthelels 
it WY ſhe conſeuied unto his requeſt. And now tliey having ſpent F nighe 
nm theff ju their pleaſures, & rhe moruing being come, this Knigut then re- 
yes turned to his own lodging: And the quten begau to think w her ſelf 
gave and ſaid, what ſhall I do * It I hould make the King my husvaud 
ing a - acquaiured herewith, there would two evils come thereof: the 
love} one is my ſhame, & $ petadveutute he ſhould utterly forſake we 
& cauſe me to he driven out of this land for ever, F other is, that 
be would {lay 5 Koight, for from death it was not poſſiole for him 
to eſcape, & chetetote I tlunł it to be more expeclient for me to be 
ſecret lictein, than tor to tevcal it unto any. After that the Kuigut 
as often as it pical<d him, went in unto the 8 did nis will 
With, her, and the gave him a ting, F & the Kiag had given her 
at her wedding. Ile Knight was lo tamous, & nad uch excellent 
knowledge in ſulting, that in every batrell and turnameut, he nad 
the victory, for which cauſe he was held in great eſtimatiqu aud 
favour with the King, ſo that he made him his ſteward & gover- 
nour over all his Region and Land. It happened upon a day 5 the 
King was diſpo ed tv.ride on hunting, wherefore he commanged his 
Reward to make him ready un Y morro tor to gow him waere 
uno he offered hiuiſelſ moſt willingly, And upon the motrow atcer 
they entred into the forteſt. & all j day they chaſed aud followed 
the wild beaſts, that they were ſo weary grown, I the King did 
fir down by a fountain to reſt him, and the Knight by his fide, 
the Knight-was no [20ner fer, but he fell alleep by F King, having 


King perceiving and uarking, did know it right well: Now when 


trigned hiuiſelf to be {ore ſick, and aid unto bim, my honcied 
Lord, I feel my {elf fore fick,that if I do not wall ſpeed I may haſt 
me unto my lodging, & there ſeek out ſome preſent remedy, either 
by means ot Phy1ick, or by ſome other courſe, or elle I am but a 
dead man: and iucretore I pray you to give me leave to go hone, 
Unto whom the King made this anſwer and ſaid, Go m dear trieugd 
in the Name of God, and ſee that there be nothing wauting that may 
rocure yy ith, that either my Court or / can afford, 
155 King had no ſooner ended his ſpeech, but immedial iy the Mug bt 
took bis leave of him, and getting upon bis horſe, he then haſted unto 


bu hauſe, and as ſoon as he was come home, he preſently 9 
mw 


-- 


— 


the ting upon his finger & the queen had given him: which the 
F Kuight waked and fronting has King had ſeen the ring, then 


» 


+ iu\that 
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and hafted him to the Sn lodgrng, aud gave her the ring. agi 
n be told he wit hall, how that the King had eſpyed it upon 
g ery when lay were both weary and ſtt down to veſt ; Ef with 
| tf told ber, that he had feigned himſelf to be r ick, for whit 
Kue the Aug gave him leave for to return back to his led ing 
- be'«ljo en e er, that if the King at any tine ſhould call 
" Ring bat mme D fpould fhow- it witto' bim. This 
too His leave of the Queen, and went down ag in to his lod 
mg. And not log after at, the King came unto the Ache 
the Queen rece tea hum rig ht lovingly, and after that alittle ti 
warpaſſed, the Rug ſaid unte her, My renowned Lady, ſbow | 
where the Ring is that Igave to you, for I have 4 great debe 
ſee it. She anſwered and ſaid, O my beſt beloved Lord, to what j 
tent at this time do ye defire to ſee it? Then ſaid be, 
it ot to me mcoutinently, it ſpall repent you, Then Ml 
aid. went to her Cheſt, aud took the ring out of it: a: 
thus done, e Froug h it to the King 'D husband : and when 
had. ſeen it, be then was half aſpamed, and ſaid unto her, My te 
beloved Queen, O how like is the Knights Ang unto this your Ring, 
which] Jau bis finger, for I believed that it bad been wine, 
aud tharefore that was the cauſe why T did - br ſo haſtily of you ſa 
mt." Aid now of this evil ſu/pitjon 1 9 my ſelf guilty agan 
von, my dear Lady, in this behalf, for the ſireng th of the tower decei 
ed : for I thoughi none. could get therein but I my felf alos 
in regard that no man hath the keeping of the Keyes fut my /e 
only, *' She ſard unto him, My dear Lord, wonder not, for one Rin 
mage like another, aud workmen do ſeldom make one piece 
work, but there ave ot hers that make* the ſame: but God forgive you 


22 have /o ſuſpected me, for you know the ffrength of the 


Tower, | | 
m0 man therewith, as that the Knight ordained a great Dinner, 
and ſaid unto the King, My Soverargn, it is ſo that my Lady and 
love 1s come hither from out of my Countrey, to ſeck me, for wh1/{e 


ſake I have ordained a dinner to be made, therefore I would intreat 


* 


3 at 

| eitel The King anſwered, and ſald; moſt williugly will I do 
4 wnto you that worſhip and more, The Knight was glad thereof, and 
then by. his ſecret wiy he went unte the Queen, & ſaid unto ber, 
my beloved Lady, you mvft do bis, you ſball con to my houſe the 
Fy71vy way, and you foal! cloth yaur ſelf in rich clothing, and deck 
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the 


yp: the keys you have always in your preſence ava will truſt þ 


} your big bneſs that you would do "mt that bonour, as to dine with mw 
j 4 Vow e this day, aud to tate ſuch meat, as ſpall be their pro- 
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your ef with Jewels, aud other Ornaments according to the manner 
and cuſtom of my Countrey, and then ſpall you ſit at the table with 
„% King, as my Soveraign Lady, and make . good chenr. She 
hi replyed unto him after this manner: Sir _ ſoall be rea iy 
ney to do all things according to your deve. And when the time a 
i pointed was near at hand and that the King was coming from t 
5 Caftle tor the Kuights houſe, in the mean time, by the ſceret 
$ way, the Queen did ener into the Knights Lodging ( before that 
the King cTuld come thither ) and azpareiled her ſelf after the man- 
| of the Knights Countrey. And when the King wat en ved inte 
ebe houſe, ſbe mect ing him with comly Salutations, received him, 
nd when the Kng bal beheld her, he demanded of the Kntg bt, 
whit woman be ſbould be, that ſeemed unto him ſo fan? Then 
an wered the Knight and ſid, My renzwned Lord, it 1s my Soveraign 
mdy, that now” even for the lyoe that ſp: beareth to me, it 00me 
of my Countrey after mc, to know wherefore I ſbould abſent; 
y ſelf ſo long both from her love and ſervice. Now their ſpeech 
Pen, ended, the Knight carſed the King to ſit down at the Table, 
nd made the Queen to fit br him, and the King thought that it 
as his Queen, & Mid within himſelf, O how like is this v 
n'o my Wife? Sorthe ſtrength of the Tower fl decerved him that 
gave more faith aud credance wito the Knights words, than he 
ja hs own eycs. The Qucen began to ſpeak,- and talk to the 
1 to ſlir him to cat and dine, and make god chear, Au, 
Me King beard that voice, then he ſaid ume ok O bleſſed 
od, how like it this woman to my Pueen in her behawour, ſpeech, 
ige, and in all other things and conditions? * 4nd ftill the ſtrength 
the Tower deceived bim. In the end of the feaſt, The Knight prayed 
s beloved Lady to ug 4 Hg before the King, and ſpe tegan 
Ang a Song of Love. Wen the King had heard her be knew ber 
ice, aud thought unto himſelf, *Ts not this my Wife? Aud yet 
ow can this be ſhe, I having the Keys of the Tower in keeping ? 
4 ſo all the tine of the Dinner the King [at l aud debating 
Dus within himſelf. But Dinner bein ended, be willed the Knight, 
» ms Bat ſorthwith he would take up the Fable, he having ſome urgent 
pre- caſions that moved him thereto; for be was in great thong bi, 
do 7 troubled in bis Mind. ereupon the Knight nnſwered, 
ſaid, My Lord, what is the veaſon you ave ſo n- and 
her, d? What is it that d;/contenteth you ? Be not much troubled iu 
the fur mind; and if it you pleaſe, we ſhall make you ſome pleaſant 
leck tai ſolace, And the Gentlewoman ſaid, My beloved Lr, H it 
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ſhal pleaſe you & us to abide, we ſhal make you all the pleaſure 
. delight 5 this pou can afford, in ſuch ſott, that it your Queen 
5 were here, the could not give you more content. Whereupgs 
ing began to be very angry, & (aid unto him, take away Ft 
for I may uo longer here abide, untill ) I have reſolved iny i 
Then the Knight obeyed 5 commandinent of the King, &ink 
Iy took up the table, giving thanks 1nts them all, bu eſpeg 
unto the Kiog his moſt Soveraign Lord and Maſter. Now 
King he depatted from the Knights houſe, & went with al 
Suan untu the Caſtle, imending to lee Whether 
leen were therein ur nut. Big in the meau time, F Queen 
E her privat- door: & aſſoon as ſhe came therein, the ſtrippe 
her uppermoſt veſture, & then put her ſelf iu ſame habit 
the King did leave her in. Thę King eutring, he found 5 ( 
In the ſame cloathing that he had left her in before, & (eeing 
hings fall out contrary to luis expe tation, he then did ent 
moſt lovingly killed her, and ſaid unt) her, This day han 
eaten with my Knight, & with his beloved Lady, who hatha 
Nut of her countrey, unto this my Court to find him out. we 
{ vgethier met, & oveimuch joged in 5 ſight of her did pri 
rdaiu a great feaſt to de provided, & humbly did im rata 
8 him ſo much grace, as 51 would accompany him at lus 
hereunto I an{wered, that fur love I did bear him, 1 we x 
him that honourand much inte, if he would zeueſt mc: wt | 
Ihave beheld,& ſhe ſeeming unto ine (5 fair, ſince I was I | 
'unto this day, mine eyes have not ſcen in all F World 
Ao like as the is to you, inſoinich $ all 5 Dinner time l 
nuch troubled W many matters, that I could hardly endur 
he end of F feaſt, but that incantiuently I muſt come hoinet 
Whether you were here or there. Then the 2 alwered & 
unto him, O mighty King, wherefore do ye ſo much miltruſt p 
having ſo ofteimimes found ꝙ contrary ? Do you nt know x; 
right well) F this Tower is fo faſt, ſtrong aud invincible, WY x} 
man can enter in or gut, Woyr your knowledge ? For youl t! 
always 5 keeping of Nr ill not truſt auy man there 
hw were it thei poſſikle, j I aould be there? Sometimes you 
"find one man to be like another: you remember of late hew y 
miſtake F Knights Ring, imagintd it to be the Ring & you 
me, & have you yet more arguments of ſuſpicion int me 
it not ſufficieut for, you to debat me of my liberty for theſe 
g 9 years, but ꝙ ye muſt needs be jealous of me beſides? I tel 
Noble King, J if you de not foiſake this ealoulie, & allo 


* 
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$ leaſe me out of this place of iinpriſonment, & beſote ſame ds be 


expired, Iwill end my days rhereiv : for] had nather live as a 
ſervant at liberty, than now for to be a Queen, & to live here- 
in as a priſoner. Then the King an. wered & aid unte her, Atl 
this that you have related is true, for which cautz 1 acknowiedge 
my ſelf to be guilty ot all theſe accuſations, whetetore have pri 
ence but ſot ſome few days, & aSture as Lreign King of this conf- 
trey aud Caſtle, I will ſet you at liberty, & ia he lovingly 
embraced her with a kiſs and then returned to his own lolghit. 
Now he had not reſted in his lodging above two days, hethte y 
Knight came into the Court, and laid unto the King, O my ho- 
mutable Lord, I haveof long tiine ſerved your Higunels, & naw 
it is time & | return again uo mine own Countiey, & for all 

ſervice that I have done unto your honour, I defire that you 


would do but this one thing for me, & is, $ you my Noble Lord 


would do me but this one tavour before my departure hence, 
is, to give to me before the Prieſt with your own Hand, in FP face 
of the Church, iny beloved Lady whom I intend ro wed, who 
hath followed me out of far Countries for the love of me, & whemn 
I ſhall bring thither again, as my lawful and true Wite, the which 
thing will ve unt9 me great worthip and honor. when I ſhal come 
unto my own Countrey, The King anſwered,and ſaid unto him, that 
p*tition, and much more then that (if you will defire ir of ine) 


will ] gladly doand fultill. Then the Knight prefixed the day or 


their marriage, at which day the good King came to the Church, 
being honoravly attended. The Piieſt he was ready, and ſtood a- 


domed with his Veſtinents, for to (olemnize rhe marrimony. The 


Knight having apparelled the Queen in his own inou:+,afrer the 
maimer of his own; Countrey, and had ordain*4 two Knights for 
to lead her unto the Church, & they believed that it had been his 
parainour, Aud when they were come unto the face of the Church, 
the Prieſt ſaid, Who thall give this Woman to this Knight? Then 
the King ſaid, I thall give her nnto my own Knight, and took 
the Lady oy the hand, and ſaid unt her, O got woman, you 
ate mucn like utito my Queen, and therefore my love is to you 
The greater, and allo becauſe you ſhall be wedded unto this Knight, 
whom Iattect above all ther men, and he ſhall be of my houfe, & 
lo he put tne Queens hand into the Knights hand: And then the 
Prieſt after the order ot the Ceremonys ot the Church bound them, 
and wedded them together in the nie aud farthtull Wedlock. 


1" 


And when all theſe Rites were finithed & done, tne Knight ſpake 


untꝰ 


& counſel thereumo, Then the — 2 great company 
r 


profit, My much honored aud — hath now wed 
look that ye love, honor & obey him above alleartifly creature 


God hath commanded, aud that you be umo him true & couſi 
1 all your dealings. 


their heads down to the King, and 


the ſight of the ſhip ; And from thence he went'hafti 
_ Caſtle, and being thither come, he preſently went to ſeek for 


all tne paru of his Body,& tought all about the Tower: he ſeare 


whom I had ſo great confidence and truſt, hath robbed me, # 
taken, away my Wite, was not I a fool that I gave more fi 
* to the words of a Knight then I did to mine own eyes? tt 


| _wraved him: in the Like manner you will put your 


of 
> . 


W 


Her 
creatures living, & ſo much the rather, for your good exho 
followers befides others, went with them, and did accompars- 
them unto the ſhip, for whoſe departure to the Ship, many ofthy 
were «exceeding ſorowful and heavy. Then the King began to HH 
unto the Queen, My moſt dear friend, hearken now well yg 
my counſell, and ſee that you ſollow it, for it ſhall be to y 


And done to you all the worſhip and honor that in him is, whe 


lings. And fo ſoon as this ſpeech was ended, hed 
vered her umo the Knight ſaying, My bleſling yo with youb 
and our Lord keep and conduct you in fatety unto your "ay 
Counuey. Then the Knight and the Queen towed and ir -ling 
gave im thanks for all thi 
courteſies and kindneſſes that he had done for them: and hay 2 

ſo done, they committed him to che Rlmighry. & entred into 
ſhip, and the Marinets hoited up their lails, aſid failed forth} 
fore the wind, ſo that within à ſhort {pace the Bang had 
y into 


Queen, and when he could not find her, he was then moved 


fo long untill at laft he found out the hole of the ſecret way th 
the Knight had - cauſed to be made, and as he law that, 
wept, bixterly, crying out, and ſaid, alace, alace, this Knight 


. {pake the Empreſs and ſaid, My Lord have have you underſta 
what Ihave ſaid? The Emperor (aid, well, in the beſt wiſe ti 

may be. Then auſwered the Ss, and ſaid unto hi 
member how that he truſted the Knight, and yet the Knight * 
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Feonfidence in the ſeven Wiſc Maſters, aiſd they labor for to de- 
roy me that am your Wife, and you give more credit to theit 
Words then you do unto your own eyes; for you have well 
zen how your utgraciqus Son hath rent aud ſcratched ine, whereof 
yet 1 bear and bade histokens and marks about me, as you may 

hinly ſee: and alſo you know right well, how hat your accurſed 
K*. Bon hath” aſhamed me, and you mark not how they defend ' 
him in this their folly and extream falſchood: therefore it is to 

WU be feared, that ix will happen unto you,watle then it did to the Kin 
"of whom have ſpoken unto you 1 6 The Emperor reply 
Iwill believe mine owa eyes before that I will give any credence 
A to their words, and therefore I fay unto you, to morrow [ mall 
do you Juicy upon my Sou. The next day the Emperor com- 
manded that his Son ſhould be brought before him, which 
uung being done according to his delire, he then commande) 
u his Son ſhould be led to che place of execution, and there to ſu fer 
FF death according to the law, Then there began to arile a great 
*I noiſe, and much bewailing amongſt the commun people, for the 
death vi the Emperors only Sou. Ar tae laſt, when the ſeventh 
$43 Mafter heard and perceived that, he ran immediatly to the O- 

IJ ficers, & were leading him to the gallows,and ſaid unto them, my 
W dearly beloved triends, I pray you not to make overinuch haſte, 
but ſtay your hands yet a while, for Lthink tnis _ with the gt. 
dds help and iceof Almighty God) to ſave and deſi vet 
him from all perik and dangers: aud from hence the Miſter haſte 
ed him towards the Emperors Palace, and there he did him te ve- 
rence according to his accuſtomed duty. But the HEnperor with 
eat wrath and indignation againſt him, made him this anſwer : 
ever more have you any jay nor comfort iu this World, for that 
vou have [ent my Son home both untaugit and dum, whom 1 
delivered unto you well ſpraking, for caule ye ſhall all be 
put to death him. The Matter auſwered, and tiid unto him 

moK noble Emperor, the time is not long betwixt this and to- 
mortow Noun : tnen by the grace of God) you thail hear him 
* & both wilely and dil-recly, and unto you he hal declire 
the truth of all things, & chat | will promile you he will perfogn 
tothe full, upon pain ut my lite, if you will {pace him {0 1 
time: if you find it not ſo, then take ny lite and thelives of 1s 
all, Then faid the Emperor, It I migut gut hear my Son ſpeae ic 
would give me Luilicient-contentuzent, and I would not deſire 
Jouger tor 10 live. Then auſwered the Malbat, aud Laid unto Hun 
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"oz ven Wiſe Mater, | 
again, All this & more, you thall . th hear & ſee, and confeſs igt . 
be true, if you will bu abide this little · time, and then Thall Mane 
qiſſemion be cnly known, and che ſtriſe that hath been bawigf my 
he 

0 

1 


us and the Emprels, will clearly be decided. And if that you 
not call again that Noble Prince your San, but ſuffer him 0 
to death through the words of your moſt ungodly & wic 
Witt, I tell you of a truth, that it ſhall happeu worſe to you, rhe 
it did io a Knight chat dyed for a little blood that he ſaw his wili®'v 
to bleed, tu whom afterwards the was moſt unnatural, Then Þ» 
the Emperor, that Example would I fain hear. Then ſaid the 
let your Son be called again, and I ſhall tell you ſo notable wikeq 
| Im ple, that ducing your life you may beware of the unt 
and unſtedfaſtneſs ot Women, Then the Emperor (aid, I ſhall 
go call my Son back again. Upon condition that ro motten 
2p my Son ſpeak, as ＋ _ 15 me. The * 
der lai that my Lord, for it be, an to tell oi 
hereafter followeth. 7 * 12 
Te Example of the ſevewh Mater.. © on 
Here was a Knight that had a tair yaung Wife, whom he bye 
edi intirely, into much that he conld not be out of her fight E 
ha upon a time, i they played together at Cheſs, & 5 K 4 
by had a knife iu his hand, & ſhe playing fortuned to fur 
her hand on the knife, that a little blood began to appear; WH 
Knight ſaw y his Wife oled, he forrowed much, and was fo = 
Haid of his Wife, that he fell to the ground in a ſound: his WIKPY 
ſceiug that, caſt cold water upon his face, in ſo much that he can 
alitile again to himſelf, and ſaid lighty, Call the Cutat with tt 
holy Sacrament, for 1 muit dy, for 5 blood that I have ſeen c 
out gf your finger hath ſinitten death to my heart, Then 5 Priekp* 
came & cumtoired him, & adminiftred F Sacrament unto him, and" 
anohe after 4 he died without any tarry ing: for whoſe death, then 
was made great ſorrow & bewailings, & eſpecially by his Wife, AM 
7 that ihe oblequies were finithed & dune accordingly, ſhe wet” 
Ly upon che grave, & there made great forrow & entatk-JJC 
nc faid, ſhe would never depart from hence, but as a Turtt do 
he would tor the love of her husband there abide & die: Tha 
went her fiicnds aud neighbours unto her, & faid, What availetiP" 
this for Eis foul, ro live nere weeping untill you dy: Ir is better 
ou go home to your houſer, & there give alins to the poor for 
— Gud, & chat ſhall more avail your foul, than in this plac 
# hide. J whom ſhe aulwered, 1 pray you hold your pay | 
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ial are evil counſellors, couſider ye not how 1. am from him as 
Wand ſeparated by death, tot a little blood that he faw cume owe 
my hand or finger, and therefore I ſhal never from hence depart, 
Ba friends hearing F, made, her 3 little houſe or Lodging ni 
o the grave, & put therein all ings that to hex were wecel. 
| op 1 l 7 rg a while ſhe would be 
ry to one, and 10 e from all company, y thereby 
would deſſte again the company of the le ö | 
lu the City there was then a law Y if a treſpaſſer or «fender a- 
. if i_- hapta? that 9 budy of Ki 
rep the y armed: & if it that of him 
ped were ſtollen away, the Sueriff ſhould loſe all his lands & 
Life ar the Kings pleaſure. It hapned ſoon after that the 
o night was dead, a inan ſhould be for treſpaſs he had 
we, ſo that the Sheriff according to th law of the land, all that 
ell pht watched by the gallows, that was nut far from the City x 
- She Church-yard was tot far from the fame: then A. She- 
iff xo be ſo cold, that le could not puſſibly endure it, but was e- 
been ready to die & cold, except F he might ſpeedily warm him, it 
if ras {0 extream cold, & ſ0 eat a 2122 
he From thence about him, & ſpying a fire in 5 Church - Tard, 
un, & came thereto: & when he was come near unta it, he called 
r knocked at 5 little houſe: then woman ipake and ſaid, who 
chat, V ho at this hour knocketh at the houle of this forrow- 
Wikffull Woman? He anſwered, I am the Sheriff that hath endured 
an much cold, 5 I am ready to flize to death, uuleis wour delay you 
er me in to warm my ſelf: the (aid umo him, I fear that if I ler 
du in, ye ſnovild· ſhew me ſuch words, that ſhall caule me to be more 
riefheavy. Then me ſaid, I promiſe unto you I hall ſay no words to 
anffyour diſpleaſure. Then the let him in, & when he had fitten a 
hey{while by the fire, & was well warmed, he ſaid unto her, O fair 
e voman, w your Licence would I ipeak but one word w you. She 
r/entanſwered him, Sir, Lay what pleaſeth you. Then he (aid, O Lady, 
at; ou be a fair Gentle woman), rich & young, were it not better aud 
oy more convenient for you to dwell at home at your houſe, and 10 
hejgive alms, than to waſte and couſuine your ſelt here with weep- 
leth ing & crying? She ſaid, Sir Knight, ha d I known this before, y9 
er Nad not come herein; for [ſay to you, a.5I have ſaid to others Qs 
t emimes. You know well; F my m—_— e vd me tov well, F 
a little blood that he ſaw me to Cut of one of m fingers, 
ie is dead, wWhercfote I will here die for the love of him, Nuss 
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i when ſhe had thus done, Now. Alb 
ithout company: And then the Knight anſwered, Yet I tas 
dag Him, for the thiet wanted both hi | if that he 
ere (earched and found without, all gur labour were 
hen ſaid ſhe, I never ſaw a man ſo fearful, ſering:the 
fear aud tute: take a knife, and cut oft his Rones, * 
Sered, that may L not do in any, Wiſe, and therefore I pray 
Pare me, for ye know well what a man is without his ſtones. She 
d, for the love of you I thall do , and took the Knife iu het hand 
dn if f husbands ſtones, and ſaid umy him, Now take churle 
bus diaþguied, and hang hiuj up without dread: and they, went 
Aan together, aud hung the body upon the gallows, and ſo was 
De Sheriff deliveied os the Kings anger. Thea ſaid the 
Now ye he uit of all your dangers, and delivered from all for 
rows aud dangers, by my counſel, therefore I defite you (a:-cording 
© your prowule) that ye wed me in the face of the Chureh. The 
Lnght faid, I have made a vow that L will uever wed anothed 
long as you l:ve which I ſball perform. Aud then he laid, O. 
thou moſt thawetull aud Worſt of all women who would take thes 
be his wife? an honourable and loving Knight was thy huss 
| who for 2 little blood that he ſaw Hue out of thy finger, 
el, Now haſt thou ſmitten out two of his teeth, thou cut 
ef his cars, and lis Rones, and thou haſt made him a great wound 
_—— thee? And theretore thon 
ſhalt never ſhame goud, meu more, I will ride thee of thy L 
god ſo he drew out his Word, and wirh one ſtroke he ſinote 
head. Then the Maſter (aid unto the Emperor, My Lord havd: 
> under ſtood what L have (aid ?' And he anſwered tight well. 
Amongſt all women this was the worſt, and the Knight rewarded 
1 8 do men 1 
e Emperor laid mogeover, O my good Maſter, wight I but. one 
ca =} 36a ipak, Liboull bare ns Gre of ay C _ 


65 The 1 Maſters. 
the Maſter, to morrow you ſhall hear him ſpeak before you, ; 
- ſhall ſhew the truth ofall rhe variances betwixt us & the E 
\ | - as I hope: and fo took his leave of the Emperor, and d 
How DIOCLESTAN the Emperots Son Complained on the: Eng 
| and how. he cæcuſed ' himſelf to hex "complain, 
AN 0O after that all the Maſters. aſſembled together and x 
X counſel how or in what manner they ſhould bring the 
our of priſon, and. lead him to the palace: and Io they went w#lover 
Child whereas he lay in priſon before midday, his will and count na ke: 
for to hear. To whom the child ſaid, What you will that Muc ar 
pleaſe me: but in no wiſe bufie your {elves how I ſhall anſw&, & fue 
what I ſhall ſay : for with joy I hall anſwer all things that fhal 
demanded of me. When the ſeven Wiſe Maſters heard 5, they 
exceeding joyful & glad, & they clothed him in purple, & In du 
of gold, E two of F laid Maſters went before him, & one upcak 
right hand, another upon has left hand, & the other 3 followed aꝶ 
him: & before them all went twelve men w inſtruments of miſſe 
who brought him w great honour & melody to 5 Palace:% whey 
r heard all this melody, he demanded what it was? Then 
was told him by the ſtanders by.laying, Mighty Emperor, it hy- 
Son which cometh before you, and betore all your Lords, to al 
and excuſe himſelf of all that is laid unto his charge. The En 
tor ſaid, That it is good tydings, if I might hear my San ff 
And when the child was come into the Palace, he rod to hi 
ther. and (aid unto him, Hail my moſt dear and moſt Royal Fatt 
And when the Emperor heard rhe voice of his Son Drock 
he was ſo glad/rhat tor joy he fell down to the Earth: but his 
haſted to take up his Father 5 Emperor again: & when he was ce 
to himſelf, then began his ſon to declare & open all the whole mati & ſa; 
unto his Father: & then there caine ſo geat a multitude of peq; tence 
into 5 Palace to hear the child ſpeak, aud the joy and noiſe of tha her « 
were ſo great F the child could not poſſible be heard. The Empen ſtars 
conſidering that, cauſed money to be thrown into the Itreets, thi have 
_ therewith ſhould be buned & avolticd our ot the Palace, tu the f 
thereby they might the better hear the — bur 5 folk tod & to 
. 2 Tegard at all after the money which was caſt abroad. And W] 


1} e Emperor perceived that, preſently he commanded ſilence upd 
n of tlie lives, And when they were all {till then the chil 
b Zan to ipcak as followeth. O muſt dear Father before that 
ſpcak any thing I intrear and beſeech you, that the Empreſs, wit 
ail her chamber maidens may come and be preleut; and ſo the E 
8 a — I, 4 4 per 1 
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commanded. the Empreſs with all ner Chamber maidens to 
dome without delay, The Eu. preſs beating tlai (bing in great Rat) 
cane With all her Maidens, and the chiid commanded them to ftan 
before all the people in a row, that he night fee them, Tiith ſaid the 
child, Sir, lift up yuur cyes & Lehold tne chamber maid that ſtand- 
eih there in the grecn clothing, whom you know the Einpreſs 
#1oveth beſt above all ptiers>command her to h unclothed unto hier 
naked body, before us all, 8&ſce lat ſte is. The Emperct ſaid, my 
uc ar ſon, tliat would ſhame us all to have à woman ſtand naked be- 
feic us. He ſaid it it be a woman, it is my ſname, and if not, let the 
ame abide in her. When: that ſhe was unclorhed, they all ſaid, 
Hit Was a man, and ſo it appeared, Wheteat- they greatly wondied. 
| The Declaration of the Complaint of the Em; «tors Son 
| OLI 2 OR. RANT © bo 
Hen ſaid the Son unto his Father, behold this ribauld hath 
X many a night lyen with your wife in your chainber in adul- 
Wf tery, and hath defiled your bed, and him the Eimprels loveth a. 
bove all oitices, the which thing you did nut know,” © 
When that the Empercr had ſecu and beheld theſe things, he 
with a great indignat ion and wratli ga ve o mandment that both 
the Empreis and the tibauld ſhould be burnt : haut the Son anſwer- 
edand bid, My Lord and Father, make o taſte to give judge- 
W ment, before I have reproved her of theſe grievous anders that 
ſhe did thus falily accule me ot, aud that I have declared how un- 
puſtly ſhe hath complained ot me, & [ ught by all means how the 
might take my, lite from me. I hen ſaid the Emperor,” My dear 
lou, I commit all the judgment into your bands. The fon an wered 
& laid, if ſhe be found lalle and a lyat, then the law ſhall give ſen- 
bj Lencc againſt hei: but wy loyal Father, wizen you fent afrer me, at 
ber carta ſt ſure and requeſt, then I wth my Meſt rs beueld the 
ſtars in the firmament, by Which 1 might perceive Fifi ſhould 
have ſpoken any words uuto you, or auy other liv iug creature, in 
the ſpace of ſeven days, I ſhould have died a muſt thaineful death 
& tor caule only 1 cid forbcar to [peak unull this preſent. * 
q whereas ine Emprels mult unjuſtly hath accu ed ne, tliat I hould 
pa have oppretied and raviſhed her, therein tlac | Cay ſhe lieth falily ' 
bor ſhe wit aculyoully would have provoked we, tor to defile 
atythe bed ot my moſt yiauiuus Lord & Father the Emperor, & when 
iu Ke iu no wile could brig me thereto, tc ine took à pen, ink and 
Mt paper, & bade ine write the caule Whictetiae!] would wor yerld 
Twi that & the lo earneitly defired? And when 1 had wiitieh the 
cauſe 


> * 
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8 
ed a loud voice & ſaid, This ſon 
| * a mid Rl of tuft) would have wroezed Our pr 
und I reſiſting his luſtfull mind, moſt inhumanly hath he to 
wy fleſh: when the Emperor heard this, he beheld her with a 
unte nance, & ſaid unto her in this manner, O thou vretehei N 
man, was it not ſufficient to fulfill thy foul & leacherous app 
thou & thy ribauld, but wouldeft allo have made my ſon? Tie 
tle Ewpreſs to the Emperors feet, and ſbe eryed unto'} 


r mercy. The Emperor ſaid; O thou curſed and moft unba t 
thou askcſt forgiveneſs, & thou art worthy nom 
for thou haſt deſerved' to die in tree thanner of wy 


17 J thou haſt committed adultery. The ſecond is, u 
u mal beieicuüy hath provoked and ſtirted up m og? | 
moſt wicked and abominable fin, and haft imputed & laid th 
r unzuſtiy upon him. And the third and lat 
chat thou haſt every day inticed and provocked me w thy fil 
2 wy ſon to dench: and therefore the 'Law thall I 
His coune againſt thee, and ſhall condemn rhee unto Wl 
according 'as deſervec. 1 
Then anſwered s ſon, and ſaid, moſt noble Father you K 
well that for the leaſings that ſne hath laid upon me, I was day 
led unto hanging, but my Mafters with the help of God, hathdf * 
vered me. O wy moft honowable Lord & Father, it was ſaid u N 
you by the Enipreſs, that I would alſo by the help of my Ma 
depoſe you out of your Empire, and that I dd labour by al nel © * 
- poſſibly to deftruy you, and to let my ſelf in your Kingdom: wad 
you not then have much grieved and forrowed ? Have you 
Whole command, government of this your kingdom? where 
then ſhould I not uſe all the knowledge & skill I have to help 
wy moſt honored Father, rather then any manner of way to deft 
5 And now ſeeing that from you 1 have my living, I wi 


ue you for my ſoveaign Lord and Father, during the term diſp! 


| Wy lite, &1 will not in any manner deprive you of your honog ft 
but I will labor & buſie my ſelf about 9 governing of y ſame 

all your commandments I ſhall fulfill in every thing, But it ia fon 

ſame manner as 5 father F caſt his ſon into fea for ro drown hi 

ere e 

a was, & yet 3 (on by A providcacs of God was faved & ©. 
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ecame a greater Lord than his Father, & yet was no 

to him but rather profited him much: alſo you ſee & remember F 
Imp life & cam 3 hinder her! ot it axe Bp Na em 
joy and comfort. Then ſaid the Emperor, bleſſed be t ighty 
85⁴ and the hour that ever I begit thee, and deſued to have 
| aten thay Lfind fo wiſeaud expert in al things: tell m 


le, by which we may perie tl un thy. 
N pe Eh rhe rrex epi thee. | | 
Then ſaid the Son, wy Fatfier, command fuſt ſilengs 
to be made of you people, that I be nor letied in ny words 
il that I hafe done: And when that is ended. ve fer 


lf tence with righteou. neſa of the Law upon me and the Empreſs, 
Then commaided r the child bugau to 
ter followeth, Fa. Ng 


tell in ample manner, as hefeait | 
4 The Example of DiOCLESLA R Son. 
Here was a Knight which had but one ſon that he lovedright. 
T dear in F beginning as ye uow all ouly have loved ine: whom 
be delivered untoa Malter 5 dwelt in a far Countrey to be brought, 
up in Learuing & Knowledge: This child as he waxed in yt ars, lo he 
ucreaſed in wildvin and knowledge, & p ofired himſelf very much 
therein. And when he had been with his Maſter ſeven years, his fa- 
ther deſued to {oe him, and lent letters unto nim q; he ſhould co 
again into his Countrey, & vilit his friends in like fort, as you have 
bent for ine, The child was obedient 30 his father, & came at his 
co0unaudiment : fox whole coming h did exceedingly joy. For Fe 
was grown as well in camelinels uf, body, as alſo in doctrine & 


learning, and to every man be ap pleaſant, and gentle. 


It happened upon a day that the father and the inutaer litting 
at the table, and the child ſerved thein, a Nightingale ca. e flying 


debe the window, whereas they fate, & vegan to ſing ſu cet], 


that they marvelled: & the laid, O how ſwertly this bid 
ſingeth: well were he that could underſtand his ſong, & could her 


1 f. Then ſaid the ſun, My worthipcul Fatizer 


the ſong of this Nightingale I could well declare, bu I fear youp , 
I viſplcaiure, The Father laid, ſay boldly my fon the interpretation 

al the bird, & then ye thall prove whether I thall be anyry or not: 

but | thall mark well the reaſon of mine anger, And when the 


n heard that, he ſaid, the Nightiagale hath laid in his ſong, that . 


1 wal become a great Lord, & I ſhall be worſhiped and hououred 


LEO 
* 


of all wen, aud namely of my Father, the which ſhall bring ine 
r 


— Ä — 
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Father ſaid, thou ſhalt never ſer the day fiich ſervice of us tak 
nor none ſuch cignity ſhall follow thee: & in great made Wl will g 


wounels, he took nis fon upon his ſhoulger, and ran to the T hav 
caſt lim in and (aid; Ly there the imerpreter of birds ſong; 57 L 
child couid lim. & ſwimed to a land, where he. was four v8 be. 
without meat or drink, 5 fifth day there came a ſhip lailing; ah deſire 
the child ſaw that, he called unto the ſhip meu, and (ai miſed 
Jove'of God qeliver me from 5 peril of death. The ſnipmen L Þ2 
tlat it was à fair youngman, aud they had compatſlion on tim. i Child 
Dent With the bhat to fetch him aboard, and carried him ing unto 
far Countrey, and ſold him there to a Duke. The child au my 4 
very proper and air, and the Duke loved him much, & I beſt! 
him grratly in fav r.. N. 
Aud upau A time the King of that Realm, did call a gene] the 
aſſembly ofall the great Lords, and Noblemen, within the Rel betw. 
together, tor to fit in Cnuuſel. This Duke then prepared and * gre 
dained him to go to the ſaid Counſel, and gave great regard wil vate 
the will and wiſdum of the child, and theretore took the child f and 
: and When they were all gathered and aſſembled before th / N 
his coy ell: my well beloved Lords, and — A ihe 1+ 
the King, will you know the cauſe wheretore I have aſſemole N to ſn 
| " Tagerher? They anſwered and ſaid, we all are, Soveraign Lord of 19's 
1 Commandment. Then (aid the King, It is a ſecrec matter and! 
Wau ſhew' you, if that any man can open it, and declare wig) he 
ir"{ignifieth,7 Lwear & promiſe unte him by my crown 5 L will g 50 
vino him mine only daughter in marriage, and he 1hall be uy ſhip 
fellow in my 'Realiu Co long as life doth laſt : after iny den : ary 
he ſhall have andpoil.ſs all my whale Kingdom: and ine myſtal 10 
of the counſel is tis. | Jun 
Three Ravens follow me ſtill whereſoever that! go, they lean * 
me not, but e horrible voices, that the pain is grie 
ous, and wearilome for me to hear them, and much inore to ben 
their looks: wherefore if there be any man, & knoweth A cau.e 


this rlicir earneſt following of be, and can tell or ſhew wuar t ** 
mean by their cryiug, & ayojd them away rum ine, wour doubt b 
ſhall fulfill tuis promiſe tat I have made. And as tne King] _ 
d tnus ſaid, there was none found in all the counſel $ under] BY 
d the caule, or could teme or put away the Ravens, Then al left 
weed aten unto tue Duke, wy Lord, think you tuat tu. — 
King w ill petforin what he hatn prowiled? & will you FI give tix his 
Klug knowledge of you, Want you can do; Tnen due Child 2 bn 
* | ; r K | 


* 
* WH 
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. 


No 


Tha 


My Lord and King, here is a young man right cunning aud wiſe, 
A he doth promile to fulfil & latisfie in all things 9 you thall ask &. 
nd 
or 
I Child betore the King, & when the King had beheld him, he 
"unto him a tei this mapner:O tair Clulꝗ can you give anſwer tothis 
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Fuer ſet jo pledge, L ſhall perfcrm & make it. what 
e ſaid. When 4 Duke heard that, he went to the King & laid, 


defire touching theſe Ravens, if you will fulfill what you have pro- 


miſed. The Kiug ſwore by theCrown of his Kingdom, that which 


I have promiſed, all things mall be fulfilled. Tueu he dum 
pake 


my queſtion * The Child anſwered, & (aid, yea, my Lord, & y in 5. 


I beſt manner: your quſtion is. V herefore ; J Ravens follow you & 


horribly call upon you? ro which I an wer: upon a time it happened. 
y there were two Ravens a Male & Female that had brought out 


between them a third Raven, and in that place there was ſuch 


a great Famine & ſcarcity of all manner of food for the preler- 
ration of their lives, in ſuch ſort that men, beaſts, & Fowls died 
and periſhed for want. Now the third Raven was at y time ve- 
ry young, and not able to fly abroad to get her living; the female. 


ad ſhe left it, ſeeking whereby fhe might beſt get het own living: &. 


to ſhew that the Gid nothing regard her young vue, the came no 
more to the neſt, F Male Riven ſceing rhat, with great peuury 
and labour fed he young Raven till he was able to fly: and now. 


go When this great dearth was paſt aud gone, then the female Raven 


returned nome again to the young Raven, & would hold fellow- 
ſhip and company with him, but the Male Raven ſceing that, he, 
would have driven her away, ſaying, that ſhe in liis great miſcry 
and neceſſity left him aud his company, & therefore now he would 
have no company nor tellowſhip with her, the alledged and (aid 
that ſhe had in lus harching great labour and, ſotrow, & ſuffered 


much penury, and for that cauſe ſhe would rather enjoy his com- 


pany than the Male Raven, For this cauſe my Soveraign Lord, 
they follow you asking true judgmegr which of them both thall 
have company with the young Raven: and tuis is the cauſe cf this 
horrible ctamor, and noiſe that they make dayly unto you, | 
But my hono ed Lord, had you thereupon a right Wiſe leitence 
given,yuu ſhall ugver'more ſee them, ot be truuhied tncit crying, 
Tuen anſwered the King, & (aid, becauſe that the Female batts 
left & tviſaken Fyoung Raven in his moſt neceſſity, it ftanderh 


vith reaſon & juſtice, that ſhe thould not follow him, but be out 


his tellowinip: & where ſhe ſaith, that in the Hatching, and 
bringing forth of nim ſhe had great pain & travel tuat helperh , 
— * 4 ' . * 5 nd, 


* ak may have alſo that which is to you moſt requitite aud 


5 


2 aw 
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; ngo bie body fly tne Male: therefore I conclude both 


; Kal ben 


Kings Princes in F whole world: intomuch that ſuch fade 


| , Te 
that che 1 
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of 2 air, i an ao becaiiſe rhe young Wan I 

68. ſültzined, and fed unto the RS, 14 and 


g ſemtehce definite, that the Jonas Raven ſnallb ab 
company with the Male, and not with the Feg 
when the Ravens heard that ſeintence, with great ws 
they flew up into Fa; air, aud Were no more ſeen 

r Region. 

q was done; the King demanded of the y young 
ame was? He anſwered and ſaid, am called Alex 
then aach King, I will tnat you ſhould grant me one rotz, 
8 hencefurth you ſhall name, and rept: Oi] was 1 
Father: fot you thall i my Dau Wee to Wie, I and 
the whole gavemment and poſſeſſſon of this = Realm Char 
er abode, and delle ſtill chere with el Cary 
&,every- man did exceedingly love, and favour him far in th 
n to hunt guſt and Tourneys, wherein at all times dd N 
wht prize before all others that were in Egypt, ſo that ha unt 
G. 117 Tae to he found : neither was there io hard or obſcural chm 
Nee ut to him, but that he could make known the uu dem 
le» 1 meaniug thereof. N 4 I (wer 
that time tha Was an be wiſe rank was Titus, thi Lod, 
Sabel in.gentleneſs, courteſie. & culioſiiy, all otner Eper r 
I wal! 
noi flew & tan over the world of it, that whatſoever lie wastha him 
uld leaxu and profit in cunning, man ers or behaviour, he £ The 
5 ta the Emperors Court. And when Mlexander ncard thereot, A diti 
id to the Kin ng,Mmy y moſt honourable Lord and Father, you know arts 
well that the Worldis tull of the tame of the Em „ tnat it Wh the; 
very delectable & plealant to abide & dwell in his Court: Wacionf and 


it ir pleaſe you, my renowned Lord & Father I would very gladly 4 


£7 to his Court, to the intent that I may obtain more Wilagu, & rg] 
grow promper in manners, and behaviour than now I ain. Waneaesl ly, 
upon anſwered the King, it pleaſeth me right well: out 1 would 

that'yetake with, you plenty ot gold & Silver, & utner neceſ- I bit 
laries, ſo much that you mine honour there may lave, ang tnag da 
1 ot 
un | dh 


And allo it ſeemetn unto me very expedicut, 
Wu departing, — _ wy Daoghts, . * yeoun 
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Then anſwered Le- ll is pleaſe you my Lord to ſpare 
Ame ar this time, and at my coming home again, I ſhall wod het 
hall honour as. unto her appeareth. The King auiwcred ſinee 
$ it is your will tv go unto the Emperors Court, I licence it, & 
{ thereto | give my conlent, Then Alexander did take his leave nf 
the King, and took with him abundance of treaſure und then 
be wear to the Court: and when he was come with 
many followers, he went before the -Einperdt” and fell upoug fa 
knees, and ſaluted him, and did him reverence. 5 | 
The Emperor roſe up from his ſeat imperial, and kiſſed him, & 
Þ asked of him whence, and what he was: and wherefore he 
| was come? Ie anſwered and ſaid, I am ſon and heir ef the King 
q of Egypt, and am come to do fervice to * moſt high Maiſty 
if it pleaſe you to accept of me. The Emperor ſaid, that he 
gl was right heartily welcome, and committed him to tis ſteward 
ki and made him us Carver. The Steward ordained him a fair 


4 


af Chamber, and provided for him all things that were necel- 


ur ro rhe ſame: and Mcaxander behaved himſelf fo 
in thort time he was beloved of all the le. N N 
Not long after that, came the Kings ſon of France to do ſetvice 
umd the Hnperot, and to learu good qualities, and 'tair and 
aj comcly behaviour: him the Emperor received honorably, and he 


well, that 


A {wered, I am ſon to the King of France, and I have to naine 
bt} Lodowick your ſervant: then laid the Emperor I have made 4- 
hy kxander my carve, you thal be my cup that always you 
him a lodging, whom he placed with Alexander in his chamber. 
Theſe two gentlemen were ſo like in ſtature and viſage, 


aner, but that Alexander was mote cunniug in all his deeds 


ind theſe 
The 


men well loved together. 


; ſhe had a Court by her (elf, & ſervants to lier aſſigned: to her 
Emperor every day was accuſtomed to ſend from 


ot his wiſdom and comely behaviour, It happened a day 
Auer at Mral- Uu had Luck bullanls, that be — not 


* A * * 
" , 
s ” * * * * 


demanded his name, and of what kindred he was come? He an- 


dall do ſervice at my table, and cummanded the Steward to aſſign 


and con- 
tion, that hardly che oue night be diſcerned or known from the' . 


| then was Lodowick, for he was a feminine, man, and ſhamefaced, 


| ad one ouly daughter named Florentine, ſhe was 
&\ tight fair and gracious, & ſhould'be tis heir, whom he loved intires - 


* 
was 


* * 


| Table of - 
biz dainties, in token of love, by Alexander: infumuch that the 
4 daughter began to have himmarvelloully in her favour, becaule ; 


” 


3 


* . W ; 
, wv IT be ſeven Wiſe Maſters. . | 4 
the Table, nor none ot her atreidance for him in his toe 
Lolowiet perceiving that ſerved in his toom: and às ſon 'ag' hb 
had ſerved the Emperor. in bis laſt ſervice upon nis knee,F Eupen 
commanded him to bear a difh to his daughter, as he was wont g 
do: thinking that he was Alex inder. Then took Lodowick the dil 
and went to the Palace of the Emperors daughter, and (alu 


her with great reverence, and fer the meat before hier: untill u 


auger, & ſaid unto him un this manucr, What is your name & 


1 2 had not ſeener. She perceiving anone ti:at it was ng 
whoſe ſon are you? He anſwered to her and fail, Mrdam, Ia thy 


King's Son of France, & my name is Lodowick: the (114, | thank 


for your labour, & then took his leave & departed: in { mean ti 

came Alcxander to the table, & they fulfilled their fervice,” ö 
The dinner beingd done, anon Lodowick went to 5 Led ſore fick 

and Alexander perceiving that, went to his chainter, & ſaid un 


him, O my veſt beloved friend aud fellow Lodewick, how is ith] ; 


ou aud what is F cauſe of your infirmity? He an(Wered him agf 
aid, the cauſe Lknow nor, but I feel me ſore fick, but I fear mel 
cannot eſcape the death. Alexander ſaid, The cauſe of your infiriniry 
& diſeaſel ko. well, for to day as you did bear the meat y 
Emperor's daughter, ye beheld her countenance and beauty fo N 
veinly, that your heart was taken aud raviched with lier Love 
Whereunto he anſwered, O Alexander, all the Phylicians in the 
World could not more truely judge my ficknels, but I fear it wil 
be my death. Then ſaid Alexander, Be of good comfort & 1 
help you to my power: and fo furthwith went to the mercham, & 
bought with his own money a fair cloth ſer with precious ſtong 
unknown to Lodowick, and pretented it in: his behalf unto tie 
Princeſs, As ſoon as ſhe beheld that, ſhe asked him where he had 
that coſtly and precious cleath? And he ſaid, Madam, ot F fond 

$F moſt Chriſtian King of France, ho ſendeth it utito you fo your 
love, for he having. but once ſcen your Frincely face, is grown @ 


fore ſick, $ he lyeth upen his bed even unto his deat theetorthf]. 


ou ſuffer him roperith, yo ſhal never recover again your honor, 
hen ſaid the, good Alexander, would you thus countel me that 

I ſhould loſe my Virginity ? God defend that, and be you fur 
Alexander, & for ſuch meſſages, you.ſhalt never more win thanks 
of me, therefure go out of my ſight, & ſpeak nv mi tnereotys 
me. When Alexander heard that, he did obeyſanc: & departed, | 
The next day Alexander went again to the City, and bought # 
Chaplet that was twice mote in vaſut chan Lug clotu, & therewith 


he w 
Lov 
this 


k 
} 
mW, 


] The ſeven Wiſe Maſters, 75 
Ine went to the Prince: chamber, & gave it to her on 5 behalf of 
1 Ladoiwick. Anq- when ſhe ſaw that coſtly gift, be (aid uo nim ĩu 
* this maunet, I marvel ot you, that ſo often you luve (cen atid 
% 555 with me, that you have not ſo dune your ewn errand in 


king for your ſelf, but for another. Then anſwered he, On- 
n, 1 nave got been io dilpo.ed, becaule my Birth is not to be 
compared & yours, and allo it happened me never ſu en a caſe as 
my neart was 10 wounded: & he tuat hath a gond fellow. is voutid 
for to do hiu good & true fello / ſhip. And therefore now excellent 
Princeſs, of your moſt ahundant pity have compaſſion on him & 
make him whole, $ you nave ſo fore wounded to death, it be 
not for ever laid unto your cruelty and hardueſs of heart. She 
ahſwere4 lim, Go your way, for at this time I will give you no 
auſwer tnereto: And as he neard that, ne took leave and departed. 
And 5 third day, he went to the City, & bought 2 girdle 3 was 
of more value and coſtlier man the Cnaplet was; and pieſented 
it to het od the uthalf oi Lodowick : & witen ſhe law & behel 
tart gitt o precious, the. laid unt Alexander, ſay to Lodowick 
ti.at e cume ta ny Chamber about the third hour in the niglit, x 
te mall twd the dour open. And Alexander hearing that was glad, 
and went to ws fellow and ſaid, My beſt belove@ fellow, be of 
za cuinturt, tur 1 have conquered the Princeſs to you, and this 
light | man bring Wye to ner chamber.. And when that was (nid, 
h. ttartea up, as though he had wakened out of his tleep, and was 
weil revivea, aud tur great joy he became well: the next night 
foilowitg, Jexander took Lodowick. aud. brought him int the 
chametcr of the Lady, with whom he was in (ulace and joy all 
Mgt, and fi. A bine torth all her heart was upon him, ſo 
taat there Au, only love between; them both. 
And af i Locowick uſed ofteutimes 'to to viſit ter, [0 that 
by proce/ n came 10 te cars of the Knights and Gentle-men, 
the Co* 1, that the Emperors daughter was known by Lo- 
owiuk, + i» couſpired among themſelves, how they might find 
bm aud- 111-7 bm thergwith, and,ſo — to take him, As Alex- 
hal Ader had |. ledge thereof, by armed him to wit hſtaud them, aud 
: when he  .is underſtood that, they fearing Alexander, ſuffered 
— bis Fee i , 91 peace, Alexaudet many times put himſelf in jeopardy 
7 fo Vun, bh. „ot knowing thereof * but the Princeſs knew it well, 
\ 1 In frori crime after 2 there came Letters to Alexander of ths 
death of :he King of Egypt, that he ſbould haſtily come and receive 
t 157 | 1 90 | 
„ Ag dom with Nou and joy ©. and that | be even 2 
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rer .. X RE 


the Oy” 1 and alſo of his hp © whine 
- . and beavy. 22 1 0 — ring Ws. 
pou 


Lunz and geen bam with fair words, and ſaid, O'Ludowy 


he fexen Wiſe Ma flere. 


Fi who 


| 4 7 | 


ord, A it you to wnderfiand, that I have reig 
Leu the my Fat ler, wherefore- it behoveth me 10 
a1)" 1Fre;ve the 12 om, and that you will be one to give 
liner N nu fei all the kenefits to me done, J offer 
Kd” 4 goods aud rather than. I ſbould by my going diy 
F.. or fn you my Lord, I will forſak al > cats, 
I that I har in, the World, and alice with you ſtill. Then ſy 
the Emperor, Knew you is certain, that for -your departure 
bt heavy and 'ſoriowful, fer you were the beft ſervant that 8 
Fall m rt; 12 it b becomerh not an Emperor to 'hinder his N 
vants from their promotion, or advancements, but rat ber 
them to higher org rea. er honor. Therefore go you unto our ireaf 


x 


he 


and Je ball deliver you as much gold 0s yo wil have, and in th\ 64 bath 
5 God (4nd wy ble Yoo. into your Cauntrey. Aud kl Goet 
le xander bad bit —— of the Emperor, and bade bin farewell g . 4 

ü were all ſorrcwful for 113 det arture, for be was beloved of il heg 


Lodowick with the nc, brought bim on his 0 27 11241 *. 
tle leaf : After that, Alexander would not /uffer rhe to o any far [et 

"py i fell they both to tle ground with great 
he and Alexance tent and lifted him up again fro't 


my beſt N fellow, I — ou that the ſecrets being 
you and my 145 you hide 7 fat, .them as. frivily as you ney 
** good heed to all thing wot another ſhall come, 
7 — that ſhall — _=_ u of the favour and grace . 
nd in wit) ty Ko or, and day and tight ſhall ly in wal 2 
0 take "you with a. fault, aud to 2 vou unto rebuke ＋ 4 
boot d Ladowick: and ſaid, 05 Alexander, I ſball ben 
4s much as to me is po ble: but bow ſhall T do when I ball ws 1 
company ? Tlerefont one thing I Hall deſire of you, that f mo 
take this King er 2 7 Then ſaid he, 1h alfa] 1 
the love 8 ho kg Ring, and yet I Hall new © 
8 þo be conmit'ed hem both us 2 


but 
k, and ki 
Uo thy anc. Aly 
e the „ Sou oy Spain on Guido, wa neh 
eror in the, roam and place of Alexander, to what 4 
the Steward a ned Alexander's place and chamber : the which u 
iet tu (he wall. of b bus be could nos 90 
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n xy x Fs Moe 
( foo cle = 1 * rok 
baunted ſs af TR „ Vim: fo l wil 
ſell ckly and we ter ward kept ef Lod ' had hi * . 
L 4 nt again s being m out owick n e 
nick han wa - es, bts £4 y þ 70 
en a wn, as therefor waited woe 2 4 1 * 
graiſed time 7 had — 72 ore ha 1 
. 7 E bad company thatt 7 Id, Gn 
ie, Lord x for Gent — — Prince 0 
* ine, for de N not ſo 1 A ' Emperor 1 7ſt was FE 
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* pon eaght, the wh = time — N 
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axle nd 14 every 1. by, thr be Guid tor in ed n. 
en von 47 bt as 1 oug þ th bel bei 0 ſaid Jaur — 
TY „I Au the Em t planſeth hel ir, and 8 
fur br 1 throw | lee, bin. of Alexan * 
* 160% al BA, ond — Fo ws, ended 
J ale die * 9 yu 
fe, 16, My r moſt untrue mperor upon re mud, np 
va 7 and —. the —— body ? 2 I 5 
ad fornica 13 only D IG here Mderor deai th fit be 5 be ſaid, time 
1 „on Sy. 32 8 5 8 what is —— can yup and bat 
E ps bedy ber, ery and ery Lord a cenſe? Gulde . oed 
rat 722 nor wy my with. bat might t oy. the Quido a oder” 
bm, en 8 tell I pal goeſt 2 8 2 uſwe'e 
1 40 % ou thine old thebar tha 2 w * bow ba 
ler t try 2 —_— — — id Lodo an l doe 
1 what RX done The . = U v * 
lifa N 8 Hon Lodo — God _ loſt be In- 
v 1 to —4 wy of xlowickwew » aſh 'y Alſe be _ me, 
þ us 15 ava V your accuſed on the 4 5E FA K's ſhall 
kf but Al 7 e un, and neperor 14%, a ben / e 
Nat exand gui: 828 or elſe ry ſaid u nd /hewed 
crit uſt h. ery Au uido maid mu unt9 ed, and | 
TY , I w 112 0 7s ſtv6 the b ſt die: ber nd in 
what ſelf . Theu ere bu uw feeble ong n attcl. wi K for a * Now 7 
f „20 h ſaid t ad a id | y with TY is 
op aft.l bo, Fall — ary rd, that L alt les. 
dy Letters, wher * Fan d uy * if 16 15 Uk * 
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- "The feven Wiſe "Maſters, KI 
Jet with you in perſon, and to diſpoſe 7 bis Kingdom before be 4 
part out of this He, ſo deſue bim to grve you leave for the da 
your Fathgr 7 2 vit him, and that be will prolong and legt ben [| 

day of battel, that in the mean ſeaſon yu may go and come: And wh 
a 55 | then 
| you have gotten leave, as haſtily as you can, ſecretly go to . 
Alexander, and being thit her come, take him apart and ſbew him th] whe 
eauſe of your coming, and require bim in this your grant e trau] ſorro 
| that he will — ſave us. 2 2 den! 
Aud when Lodowirk had heard that Counſel,it pleaſed him wg 

and he did accordingly: And having obtained leave, and a ſong — 
aud teſpite of the battel prefixed aſligned, he then den 
and took his journey towards the Realm ot Egypt, and nevy] of u. 
ſtayed day nor night, till he came into — Alexander: Caltth) riahi 
And when that King Alexander had underitanding of his c 56 
ing, he was very glad, and went to meet him, and received hj tarry 
honorably, and he did wonder mich at his coming. Then fal nupt 
Ledowick, O my moſt dear Lord, and my deft beloved friend, ap cept 
life and my death is in your hands, foras you ſaid io me before, thy true 
I ſhould have another fellow, the which ſhould ly in wait, toy my! 
me, and deſtroy me, without I did look more wiſe unto my felt ;| give 
ſo as BAS could, I did abſtain from her till I might m 
| 8 abide, but afterwards the Kings Sun ot Spain made vuc your 
ſo long after me, untill he perceived the truth: in the end la [well 
cuſed me to the Emperor, fo that in the eight hereafter foot 
this day, I muſt be ready and prepare foi to fight with him, boi ued 
againſt body: and as ye know well he is a very ſtrong and han | A 
man, and I am weak and feeble, and therefore hath Floremm {beet 
counſelled me that I ſhould not hid this matter from yoy ſhe e 
for ſhe knoweth you for a faithfull friend, and that you wouldſfaſt 
not leave us in this great neceſſity. yp 4 hall. 
Then ſaid Alexander, is there any body that knoweth of jo ſmuſ 
coming unty me for this mattet, more then Florentine? he anſwe- 
ed him, and ſaid, No creature iving, for I took leave of the Ee! 
ror to go vilit my Father, lying grievoully ſick. Then Alexaniatnak: 
asked of him, What couulel hath lorent ine giveu you now, L. 
in what wile might I help you? He laid, 2 my moſt conſtant} N 
& faith.full fiend in this wiſe the hath counlelled me, confideriognte 
that we be like each other, that you 1houid come and pei form t h. 
battell with him, and noinau ſhould know you but fur: and Mv. 
tarile done, I flivuid come again to the Court, and you return bad 

to your own Countrey. Then he asked him When the day thu] 

be ol the battle? And lie laid eigtu days lerer. Ju 
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E The ſeven Wiſe Mafecre. 79 
Then ſaid Mexander, It I ſhould tuis one day tarry before 1 
Jepart hence, then I cannot come by die day pretixed, & hereupon 
underſtand what I thall do, I have bidden, all my ſubjects, that 
to morrow they ſhould come to my weddiug and if | mould go 
then is the day, loſt: If I go not and do the battell, then Florey. 


time and you are undone; what think ycu is beſt to be done? 
When Lodowick did hear that, he fell ro the earth aud began to 
ſorrow out of meaſure, laying, Sorrow & heav ineſs come ſud- 
denly to me on all ſides. Then faid Alexander unto him, be of 
a comfort, fer I thall not forſake you in this fort, though 1 
loſe my life & kingdom, but hearken what have thought 

n, inſomuch that we are both like one another, fo F the one 

ot us cannot be known from the other; and as for me lam not 
th, rightly known here, but that all my barrons, andall other my 
1 fubpetts will take you for me, therefore you mall here abide, and 
tarry, and marry my Wife in my ſtead, and hold the feaſt and 
nuptials, and do all things as if Lmy ſelf were there preſent, ex- 
cept when as yu come to be with my wife, look that you be theze 
true and faithfull, and I ſhall without any tatrying, go and take 


, 
l 
a 
a 
iy 


a 
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my horſe, and ride thither whereas the battel thall be: and if God 


give me the victory, that I may overcome and vanyuith your e- 
my, I will come again (eagerly, and yuu ſhall come again unto 
ich your beſt beloved. This dane, Alexander bade Ledowrck fare- 
&] well And then he took his journey towards the Emperors Court 
og [for to fight & to do the battel with Guido, and Lodowick tar- 
df [ried in Egypt in ſtead of King Alexander, 

And upon the text morning, came Ladowick as though he had 
been King Mexander, & there ſoleinnly in the face of tive Church, 
ebe eſpouſed King Aexanders Wife, and folemnuiced F Maiiiage 
faſt with great royalty of delicats & daimy meats, plenty of 
Fall mauner of Wines, and diveiſe melodies of inſtruments or 


we | 


1 . [4 07 dratn, yer 
j enneleſs I am come to pertoim wy provi t a Tull 
amounts detend my honuur, The Ewpervi tot a 
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* ee the 
ful friend and lover Lodowick: then he declared unto her the wii 


in the prefeuce of Guido, My moſt renowned ſoveraigh 


Wen the Emperor perceived the victory, anon he ſent for Alas 


e td 
1. and ki | ark 

and gladnels ſhe him, and bleſſed the time chan hel 
ſee ham again, and demanded of him where he had left het ff 
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diſcouiſe and circumſtance, how he had left him Ring in 
Realm, and ſo he rook his leave of her & went to Toovid 
ebamber, and there was yo creature, thouglit otherwiſe but tf 
he was Lodowick, except Nlorentme only. The nezt day folk 
ing, before Aleman went unto tarrel, he faid unto F Empeig 


14 ned. 
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Guide falſly and unjuſty accuſed} me unto your nt nol 
Grace, in ſaying that! d de of ſuch . acquaimance with 
Princels, your moſt vertuuus and only daughter; which in ty bk 
donor of your moſt noble perſon and hers : where” | 
Te atm the holy Evangeliſts, that ſhe W ' hen / 
in ſuch manner of wikte known by me, as he hath alled dl 
formed unto you, which 1 ſhall prove and — | 
upon his body, with the aid and of God. 4+ 
Then anſwered Guido, Yer once I {ay again, and {wear by 't 
Holy Evanyelifts, and by all that God bath made, that thdu li 
had knowledge, and defiled the Emperors daughter & 
Twill make good upon thy head, | | x 
V they leapt upon their Courſers, and ran ſo fierelfi] 
rs, that they both biake, T7. 


one at another, with their A 
Mvered in pieces: and then drew their ſwords, and fougl 
ſo long together, untill at laſt Alexander with great might 9 
1 at one ſtroak ſmote off Guido's & ſent it unto lie, . 
Empervrs daughter, whereof ſhe was right glad, and bare it u Tp 
her Father and ſaid, Father. behold the head of him that half I 


fo falſſy defumed yuu and me, io m 


ander, whem he thought to have been Lodowick, and (aid unf 
him, O Lodewick,this day your honour & my daughters you had 
ſaved, you ſhall ſtand and be tc morrow in my grace and Ih: | 
vour, and whatfoever he be that hereafter again nn Pee 
Mall. for ever ſtand in my indignatiou. Ys 3 | be 

Thap anſwengd eee, and faid Qed always helper oil” 
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I. . The Fife Maſters. * 
| | there Was a Kolohe. that ſhe before had à little low 
apd favour unto, and ſhe began for to love him moreand be 
> ſo long till at the laſt they ſought and imagined how thy Je: 
© might deftroy and flay the King, and therefure they got pojaleb! 
& - ſon and poyſoned the King, ſo that if he had not been rignt be“ 
ö ſtrong ot complexion, he had dyed thereof, for it wrought ig 
him lo ſore, that it cauſed him to te a moſt foul and horrible aan 
Ieper as ever was. ſeen upon the Eaith, The Lords and Nublg, 
men af his ſaid Realm and the Queen alſo, ſeeing this, deſpi 
ed him, and laid, that it behoveth not a leper to reign over u [eat 
for l ſtiould nor procure vor ingender any fair or clean heirs * 
ſo he was depoſed of his dignity royal, aud driven out of hig]Em 
Realm, : - june 
"In the mean time died the Emperor of Rome, and Lodovic tan 
matried his daughter, and atter that. Lodowicks Father died, lou. 
that Lodewick iei us both Eniperor of Rome and King of Ff 
at Once, | | | 4I.be 
When King Aland heard that, he thought in himſelf, Now [Cur 
my fellow icigneth and ruletu both the Epe of Rome, and dev 
Realin of France: to whom may I g5 better than anto him, m 
whom | have man; times ventured my life? and upon a night [he c 
he roſe up and made him ready, and togk with him his fand 
and clapper, and went towards the Emperors Countrey. put 
And when he was come 1ilgh unto the gate, he (at down unte 
mongſt other poor Lazers, expecting the giving of alms: and} 
upon a {udden as the Emperor went out ot the palace, all the |» 4 
poor Lazer began to ting their clappers, and the good King h v 
Alcæander did as the viher did, but there was no alms gives Riel 
Aim: he tarried ſo long untill tne time that the Emperor vu that 
ſet and ſcrved at Table. = 
Ihen went King Alexander unto the gate, & knocked thereat 
the Porter a-ked, Who was there? Alexander anſwered him, I N 
a poor deſpiſed man, I pray you tor the love of God, turn na 
away your ſiglit from my vilage, but that ycu will for the A 
wald of God, da wy mellage uito the Emperor, Heasked wha ck 
is the matter? MFexander laid, Go and tell him, here is a Lazery A 
that is 11ght horribly ugly v ſee, the which prayeth him for the fdr | 
love ot Gcd, and King Alexander, that he will grant him tha fte W 
day to ext his aims before him upon the Earth in his hall. Theq# it 
poiter anſwered, I Wendet that ye date A fie that of my L_ wie 
Fe the , , ” "I 
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er) 


. why? AU the hall is, full of Lords and Noblenen.. and 


we 
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meat: but fora nuch as you have recuired it of me ſo lahiente 
ably for the love of G0 [ thall go and do your errand whats 
zut be ver happrpeth 4herect: & o he wet | forward and did nit inch. 
Ange unte the Einperor. Waen the Lipuor heard, ther partes 
bleJ name Alexander the King of Egypt, he ſaid to the portei: Qn thy 
Je. | ways and bring lim betore me, how bortivle and ugly ſoc\er tha 
pi | bis viſage be, and ordain him & place before me, that he nay 
eat and feed in my preſence. The porter Lrought, hin in imme. 
diatly, and ordained him a place, and ſit him to meat betore, the 
Emperor: and when he had well refreſhed himielf, he (aid unto 
Jene of the Emperors ſervants, My dear triend, do me this 4 
tand unto the, Einperor, tay umo him, that | pray him for ths 
„love oi God and King Alcxauder, that he will lead me nis cup 
ne | of. wine : tlic ſervaut laid tor the love of God I will do it, but 
believe it will not be, for if ye ſhould but touch my Lords 
Cup, he will not by any means drink of the ſaqie cup again; 
u ltevertheleſs he did the errand, ' _ 
og And when the Emperor ixard him to name King Alexander, 
he he commanded that his cup mould be filled with the beſt wine, 
a 


Jput into dus bottle, aud took tis ring that Lodowick had given 
* E. him, and put it into the cup, and ſent it again uuto the 
nd Emperor. | E Fact gf, ; 
the And when the Emperor ſaw the Ring, he inſtantly knew that 
10g it was nec laine Ring that he had given unto Alexander in 
rey end ſhip, when be departed from him, and thought in his heart 
" 
| 


ery ſtrangely come to the Ring 2 and commanded preſently that 

W Lazer thould not depart thence untill the time that he had 
Ren with hum: for in no wile could he have any knowledgs 
} him, nor yet repute him ſor Alexandre 


After that Dinner was done and ended, the Emperor took the 
bal Ack man apart and asked him how he came by that Ring; King 


zen diexancer demanded if that he knew well the Fig The Empe» 


the tor ſaid, I know, it Tight well. Ale (aid, Wor, you alſo 
h o whom you gave it? che Emperor ſaid I wort right, well, How 
"hepa it then, ſaid Alexander, that you know uot me, tor Lam Alea 
d 
_— == 


—% — * g — a. 
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be hold . Lacy would all ahhore and florian the 


and carry it to him, the which wine when he had received, he. 


{that King lcxarder had brew dead, vr elſe that this man is 


wer, unto whom ye gave the Ame. Ring; WAG fs bag 
* n 


LY 


8 


; a | : 
Teppned - unta for the great dea that ycu 1 9 


| while as ever he was, 


| ume; and they ix Was incurtable for alt Phyſicians liviq 1 u 


Maſters. 


The foven 


and cloaths, and with many 
. 3 


: 


2 infos 


? He 2 


— 


Fg ä me nn 


unto me in the bed with my Wife, when you Jaid a nt 
f auck her: entre ſhe wroth, "a 
bhared me, that ſhe-and à Knight that in former tive 


i pond mona ra yer ER 
bim 


Logs: bes of my Realm. 
N fotd para Sy 
and ſaid, 
=_ beloved Prother, I T to ſee you 1 60. 
e yl would 10 Ood f mij (e en Bo der 
moſt dear nd Falfer patiently 4 te oth, ai that 
—— ſem for all the Piryficiatt 0 0 N 
to have their ccurſell and — — 
had, or hope . of your dbalth: and 1 
to belp you, we ther ſpare Lordihip, ' 


he e to make af! wa} whole aud [ſo 
the mean Longer he was brough to- a fair chambe datt 
. l d wen . 0 
E e e der his e d e Tent | 
he ſem his. Meſle bath vugh all parts of the Wong 
K moſt and that might be found? 


hich 1 & n+ 231 come and aſſembſed before 
or, t that were right expert,, and $Xilbull ins 
jence > 20 hom the * My well beloved 

have a triend that is grievoully iufected with a:foul Leps 
hom 1 would very gladly were healed, and made as ſound tal 


lpating neither fot Gold not Sil 
or any other goods whatſoever chat I have in the whole W i 
Thar 1 would gladly give to tceover his health again. 
Then anſwered the Ma all that ever is poſlible-ro be dd 
Jn Pnyſick, you 9 aftet that We have fe and 
The Prelgfl. 2 1 2 n they fav him, they ktiew the cauſe uf A fore” 


heard that, he was ti 


tlotty — 
— 


And 


Auer unto ke iohey Od that he — vouel 
r his deat 
| and the ſ5oner for their bis der find King 

| The 7050 with many others) ſa and prayed, minfelf”ro 

{1 for the Ess rec wety and health; of his friend. 
Nos upon 4 time as Alexander was at his Prayers, tnete 
4 came unto bim a voice tom Heaven, fo ying, Tell Eo45wick the 
415 that if he with his own hands will take the v two 
Children which his Empreſs had ar: one buthen, and ſlay 
e chat with the blood of them he will walt auch bath 
bey theu his fleſh hail. become as fair and as' clean the 
22 of. thole little Chuldien: if not, thau inuſt never lovk to 
* cured whill breath is in thy body, and o farewell 

* Lang 2 had heard tnis mnſt ſtrange voice, he 
began tathink within hiinſelt, what voice it was, aud i 
— op if came: then he replyed. ro hinſeithʒ and ſaidy Tanis vi- 
con is npt to be ſhewed, for. R is mien comary to hum na- 
ture, that any man ſhould ilay his own ins, tor the recove- 
ty of the health ot a ſtrauꝶgr man, 

The commued gotit night aud day in prayer with 
„l eat Devotion, iH cantly pia yang to God fog” remedy tor 
ia, Aexmider, nc & cralingy untill fuck tune that a- voice 
came unto, him, and ki, How lung will ye thns cu andery 

unto ine? when it Was opuilly ſhewed uuto King Ala, by 
what means he might recover His healthy, and his body to oo _ 
come clean w itrnout citier ſyot or Lleantth. 
lll Now the, Emperor having ueardthat voice, he aroſe and went 
In unto King exander, and laid umo him, Ot all friends rnabeſt 
ud moſt true, blelicd. oe the wihſh, hig and eyerieiting God, 

me which never faith tnenn that put c heit whoſe well n im: 
vt whom I nave knowledge, chat it is ſhewedt unto you, hw 
aud in Wizat nner you may be recovered ot you leprhe wiire- 
bone L imtcat and delice you, that ye will pamly lay oper un- 
Mcd nc how tius may ve done fon the 1 of- your tariner 
1 beann tnat wy inay have jy and If — ure d 
. — — that; may do you any good, [ ſhall 
*: J, a bur your ., give al chat 78575 


190 We Seven Wiſe Mae.  Þ. 
* . Aexandes. ſaid, Sir, I dare not bew it nit you, how da 
may be cured and hraled of my leproſie, tor it, & etdeti; 
t i a thiug againſt niture for to be dune, therefore I will 
N gs yet ſhew it you, Lowbcir [ have grear. iryit and comizy 


ig ou. 1 a 
The Emperor ſaid, Alexander put your truſt in me fill E, 
; whaiſoever is poſſible for 19 be done tor * tie vering, aA ,"- 
* ftoring of your health, I ſhall do it: aud therefore Ci 
thing trom me | play you, © + enen 
Then ſaid Alexander, I have of God knowledge, that 
Will ſlay your two ſons, with your own hands; and wath me 
theix blood 4 ſhall be whole, and therefore I lia ve not the 
it uno you: for me thinketh it is againſt nature thar x 
Fat ger ſhould ſlay his own Children for tie health of a ſhaw 
4 The Emperor (aid, ſay not that you are a ſtranger," for I love 
as uiy lelf; and therefore if | had ten eiüldien, I ſhould 
{pare one. tur your licath. | "£2 . 
Afterwards the Empcrur eſpyed his time when the Empy 
; was our ot the way, ne went into tie chamber where the ch 
- dren liept, aud crew out his knife, and cut beth their Thr: 
and gatherted the blood into a Velſlell, and titen he bathel 
walhed Alexander therewith, And when he was batned, hish 


| 
b 
{ 
1 
| 
1 
t 
0 


and, Nen Was, as tair and clean, as though it had been a yu 
chilu Then the Emperor had perfect knuwledge of his Viag 7, 
aud kiſſed him ſaying, O goed Alexander, now I lee you ud b. 

e form which I tave otten times delighted in. ic 


| Bleſfed be tlie Almighty God, that ever I had theſe ghil by 
by whom your health is 1cſto ed, and your body made N + 
and clcan, And as yet there was none that had knowledge x 
the Death of tnole Children, ſave only the Emperor and H u 
Ajexandev, | 5 
—_— when the Emperor ſaw that the good King Alea | 
was pertectly healed, he. ſaid unto him, I will ordain unto N . 
an honorable company, and you ſhall go from hence about 4 5 
miles, and the next day ſend me an Metienger, and kt me X 
the day of your coming back again, and 1 mall teu withgy , 
ſolemnity come and meet you, aud yout ſhall remain with me uf |, 
ſuch times as I may conveniently provide tor the recovayy j 
"Jour Realm again. : 11 

This ccunſell pleaſed King Alexander right yell, and accol - 


'E 


* 


* ———— — 
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'to the Emperors will it was performed: for on the next Cay 
following, there came a Meſſenger unto the Emperor cciti ing 
tim of the coming back again of King Aexnulcy, 

/ And when the 133 eard theſe tydings, the rejoiced and 
faid unto the Emperor, O my moſt beſt beloved Luid and Eu- 
peror, have you not juſt cauſe to rejoice aud be glad, ſeeing twat 
A'exander the King of Fey! & is now coming to lee you, whom 
Vol long time you have not een? And it it pleale you to 3 N 
Au meet him with your Lords and Gentleinen, I ſhall toil»w you 
with my Ladies and Gentlewomen. Aud as yet the kuew ngt 
of the death of her two Children. : | 

Then rode the Emperor and Empreſs with a great company 
of Lords and Ladics to wert wich good King A4carn'er: and 
when iney met together, with great reveretice and nunor hey 
A eceived him, and with great jo; and gladueſs they brought 
y him into the piace. And when the time of Dinner was hear 
| at hand, Ac rανẽ, was placed at the Table berwcen the Em- 
peter and the Empreſs, and all the mitth and cher tat the 
"Ty could make, the ſhewed uno him, 

15 And when the Emperor perceived that, he was ti glit joy cull 
I and glad: and he was ſo cxcceding well pleaſed, that lie aid, 
O gine own Florentine, it glads we above all tings that you 
; : 

make unto King Ac e ty good Geer, 
Fol Then anſwered the E uptels, and ſaid, Wherefore ſnould I not? 
Is not his Company um us n;vre precious then Gold or Silver? 
my but unto you, my Renowned Lord, much more, for by tis means 

ic was that you attained uuty lo great honor and di nity: and 

by him navy times yon have been laved fam dena. Tie 
. Empcror antwered and laid, Then pray you my culy beloved 
FJ Florentine, that ye will take herd to my words taat | thall ſay 
unto you: Saw ye not that ugly and deformed Euer, which 
yeſterday late betore our Table, and piayed me for int love of 
God, and gr.od King 4cxrnder, that I thould give him Gr nk? She 
"NF faid, my tionured L 1d, I ſaw him well, aud a inves ntible 
I man 1 did never beho.d. Then C:id rhe Emperor, I d<annd tuis 
ode queſtion of yo pur cae that he were King Alexander, 
and that he could not by any means be made wito e, but with the 
blood of your two Sons, both whicn you in one dar aiougtht 
into the World, you would not that their bluod, thouty ve ed 
4 that he might bath Iimfelf therein, do We intent that _—_ 
* 


by 


„* M4 


m Pio Mr wv. 
ad when ehis was done, the Emperor hel ons are f 
ied to King Alexander, 
when KI Mexanderimd obtained alt his Reahn again, 
tl Enperor corned agu 
„ Mexauder: rigl 


thence he ſent unto them 3 to >. thein have know = 
ledge how that the Kin of Egypt upun uch a day would be 
with them to view thole parts of the. Countrey, and to port 
himſelf, and to make a royall teaſt, with them, And wan the inꝗ- 
ſenger was thither coine, they * hun pytully, with dounti- 
full entertainment and large gifts to nim given, wid tent nim 
back again, —— their tervices ſhall be ready at all times, 
to do the Kings pleaſure, but that cou: ld they never by power dil- 
dern, that he — d vouchafe to ſhew them that tynor whereof 
they were not worthy, as for ta come to viit them tu tuoie bus, 
and to ſport himlel there a while, , | | 

The Mellenget returned Lack towards the Kings Court, Ethere 
ſhewed the King how, willingly uu would receive mum, and in 
what manuer they did re d hin, and how trug and faithtull; 
they were and ready to do ber vice at lis command ment, wher- 
with the King was well pleaſed. And wanen the diy was come 
that was ſer, the King with a fait company rod rowards his @thers” 
boule, the which, was to the Knight nis Father aud Macher, 
unknown that he was. th ir Son. 

When the King was cvine neat unto his ache caſtle the Knight 
rode jo ig hed & recetve him: & When he came nigh 
vet | to the ited rom his horſe and did his rey<rcuce upon 
Ling took him up. telently, and commanded - 
— owe ſo they od to tit untu tus Uaille, - 
And when they Were come thit net, the other Cans unto — 2 
2 and feli upon her kuecs, and welgomed hin 2ladly, aud tue 
took her up as lovingly,and killed her right iricndly: and 4.3} 
unto him, My moſt hongurable Lotd, you do this, unworthy ) | 
8 t honor with the preſence ot yuus moſt noaourable perlenage \ 
mal 2 — wy to dlapve. 
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9 re Seven Wife m, | 
10 go to Dinner, the Father came with a Balgn and Ewer andthe 

Mother with a Towel, ſaying Sir, al things are ready, plaſy 

4 it you to wah? And wen the King ſaw that, he umi 1 


ſaid 1 Now is the ſong ofthe Ng ale true, that hy 


5 Father my Morher ſhould gladly fulnll, as I haveſaid if th 
my ſelr would thereunto con eit aud fuffer them to do it. Pur 


- would not ſuffer them to do him any ſuch ſervice, laying, Yay], 


ge is to be honored aud 9 therefore I wilt uavendy 

ot ir: and then he called one ot 

- enmmande( to do that ſervice. Then ſaid the Knight, You wil 
not ſuffer us to do it for our honour, becauſe we ace not wk 
thy thereof, The King fd, Have not I (aid, that for yours 


I torbear you? When tae King was let at the Tavle, he ſet M. 


Mother ou the right hind of him, aud his Father on tne left fi; 
and they as much as they might or durſt, did behvld his Faveul: 
and Countcnance. out e e 
After Dinner, the King preſently entred into a fair Chains, 
and made the Kuight with his Lady to follow him in, aud con 
manded all others to avoid their preſence, 
And when they were all alone, the King ſaid, He you nuch 
- dren? They anſwered we have neither ſon nor daughter, And th 
King ſaid, Had ycu never any: The Knig t ailwered, We hay 
had oue Son: bur he is long ago dead. Then the King as)ed ot v 
death ke dyed? And the Knight {aki a natural darn, Then 
King ſaid, If I may otherwiſe know or find them. yu ate found wit 
a moſt horrible fault, Then asked the Knight, my moſt honors 
and renowned Lord, wherefore en uire ye carneſtiy atter our Fo? 
The King anſwered and ſaid, That do 1 not without juſt cauſe, 
theretore I muſt and wil know of What death he dyed ; It you v 
not tell me, I ſhal cauſe you both tò dy a moſt ſhainetull death, 
When they heard that, they tell upon the ground on their Ke 
before him, and asked him pardon and forgiveneſs for their live 
But the King would not ſuffer them to kneel, but took them d 
and ſaid, to that intent came I not ugto your! houſe, to eat y 
bread and to betray you: but ſay to me the very truth, aud) 
. ſhall be pardoned: for it is given me to underſtand that you It 
put him ro death, and if that ye be found culpable therein, 
dome to Judgment, you muſt die a moſt ſhamefull death, 
Then faid the Knight, My moft honourabls: Lord, pardon 


his ſervants unt) him, whom ul 


w 2 1 N 75 e | 
. '*- After that the meat wasall ready. and thartime of day wN . 
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I ſpall ſhew you the, very truth. The King ſaid, 
Fear hot, for I ſhall da you no harm. & 

Then anſwered the Knight and ſaid, My moſt dread ſoveriiga 
Lord, we had a Son that was wile and learned, and right well un- 


A gerftuod, and upon a time as he ſtood before us, and teved us at 


"the table, there came unto the window a Ng a that ſung ex- 
ceediug [weet!ly, whole ſong he began to interpret, and to tell us 
wlat it meint, & laid, 1 his bird {ingeth that 4 tall become * 
ſo great and mighty a Lord that it mall be to yu] lionour 
ban embed, in ſuch wiſe, that you my Father ſhall be 
d tro hold a Paſon with water to waſh my hands, aud my 
lother a Towel, if that I would ſuffer it. | 
And when I did hear that, I was fore moved and vexed in my 
mind, and ſo | took him upon my iheulder and caſt lim into the 
Sea for to grown him. * vie : 

Then ſuid the King, What evil might have come to you, if he 
had been made ſo great aud mighty: Me thinketh it ſhould have 
been for yuur honour, comfort and protit. The Knigut (aid, My 
Renowned Lerd, it was no reaſon, but a woodnels, 

The King an wered, that was a great fooliſhn.{s of you, that you 
would do agaialt the ordinaice and willot God. And now you 


J ſhall know for truth, 1 am your Son that ye did caſt into the Sea 


and God of his great mercy and guodneſs hath CLved nie, and by . 
his grace hath brought an prelerved me to this eſtate and dignity. 

nd the Father and Mother hearing that, witu fear and joy re- 
—— and annzed, did fall flat to the ground, Whom he 

vingly and friendly took up, ſaying Fear not, but rather tehice, 
and be glad, for you ſhall futter no harm, but my exalrariou ſhal 
be to your glory, joy and profit: and .o he kiſt both Father and 
Mother with great joy and gladn-{s, Then began the Mother to 
weep and lament greatly, and the King aid wito her, Leave of 
your ſorrowing aud weeping and be of good cheer, ior in my Re- 
alin you thall be honored, above me, during my life: and ſo he 


took them both with him into his Kindom, Where they dwelt 


a long time together in honour and joy, aud ended ther days 
ich comfort and Love of all the Poopl:, P 


„ . Joi, 12 : Meer. 1 1 
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Hen ſaid Diackſian the irs Son, xd\ {0 

have you u what I have {zl 
he or faid, right well. Then ſaid the Sch fe 
My moſt honourable, and redoubred Father, abl: 


thought that God hath given and indued me wit 
Wisdom and, Underſtanding. above others, thy 
, ſhall not be impairing of your, Honor and Mighkt| , © 
* but more for, the preſervation and. maiDtenance alk 
ue fame: & pe in Re manner the _ * ali 
ich was * taing to the inc tande e In 
_ ee but this rather, for his worſhip, pro- n 
ft, and great comfort. For, as long -$ they Helfer 
| it was m ob JE Joy and mirth, that thats 
„ were loved e honcred wot 

| - Kingdom. Then faid 22 Emperor, My belovel| 

1 Son, I will wholly cc ſizn all the Empire unt 
you to- Goyern md Rule, tor | percetve | well blk 
1 155 Narration that you have to me declared, theft 
it is beſt for me, , and moſt for. mine eate, that Iſu 
now leave this s Worldly ang tedious buſineſs, an 
. the labour and care of a King, and betake me to ming| 
teſt and eaſe, fort 0 125 feeble. Then anſwerly 
ell the Son, and laid unto his Father, My moſt bel 
nounable Lord and Father, ſo ſhall it be: Out 


| ©: The Wiſe | 

41 8 ye 5 19 15 have the TR... 
g Government .of the Empire, to do your 
J iumand, as it apperraineth unto an Emperor : . 
Ton wall ch buck that are laborous and troubl- 

6 e willatways be ready to minifter any ſer- 
E that poſſibly can, * to my bound- 
a . — 


emen as 7 en won the Empress al. 
750 2 . ade ver were pur to Death. 


Hen the Emperor commantled the Jules : 
and Juſtices to fit 1n Juc t, and to bring 

| 2 s betore them with the. Laces, 
4 and alſo the Ribauld her beſt beloved, cloathed 
Non che veſture and habit of a Woman, whom he 
Yellhd cauſe to ſtand next unto the Empress: Then - 
neflihe Emperor's Son asked S:ntence and juſt Hndg. 
Mltent upon them ſayingſg, 

welſ My moſt honourable' Lord aa Father, even as 
n you are Erapzror of all the World, and that your 

Lü Vajeſty and — requireth to do true Faitice 
tat]uoro all your ſubjects that defire it, ſo now I de- 
ut t|mand, that you this day dd give right Sentence, 
,and nd true Judo men upory th untruth, falſchud umd 
nxihane, wich were put And alledged unto w2 b 
Wer the Kanp For Which the accu{ations, I hie 

N b An ſeven dimes led umo dic Gallows, , and avs 
** 24 | 


* 


” wo. # c- ©. * 


1 body, 20 7 Fay fy Fen by good P ul 


all the ſtreets of the City to the place of E 


; . caſt to the Hounds and Birds of the Air, fot 
to devour him. And this Sentence was appr 
bated and allowed of all the People. 


and wrote 
ces k9 give 
4 Equity ah Law. 


cy and forgiveneſs, for her juſt offence and mif 
doing: but it helped nor oli her nothing, 


ment. Then ſpake the Judges and Juſtices, Her 


we give Sentence againſt the Empreſs, that ſhe 


N 
eat jeopardy” and perril K 
210 12 e hath been CN el untru 


Hafen 


10 | 


ant , he Which I I 25k odge. F 
eme Four Judges and Juſti 
Kelle there u Pon, ALOE, to Right) 


fore 


1 


As ſoon as t Ep preſs hard this, ſhe fel fie 
to the Earth before the Emperor, and asked mas 


p 


for the Son would have right, and deſired Judg- 


* 


own miſdeeds condemm her, and the report. of 
her Lemman by her kept and found, . therefore, 


— — 


* 
— 
— 


ſhall be bound to a horſes tail, and drawn through 


ciition, and there to be burnt. , We judge and] 


give Sentence againſt: che ribauld, that he ſhall 


de quartered and finitten in pieces, and his fich 


0 


Hereaſter in a ſhort time dyed the Empes 
ror, and Diocleſian his Son Governed and rul- 
ed the Einpire with great Wiſdom, and always 


bald 3nd kept his Maſters with him in great 
109 of honout} 


he. N05 Wiſe Meſterr, = 
eur and glory. By 4 EY 
I Wiſdom he Goyemed' the Empire, ,and he ex- 
e ented all his Predeceſſors in Riches 105 doing 
ehr and Juſtice : And bis Maſters, lo lov- 
gd him above all others in. the World, that 
Jt nan times they put thenlclves in great perril 
e nd peu 5 of . Lives for him; and fo 
agel their D in Jo "690 and Hocour, to the 
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